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Autumn Newsletter 2014 

Message from the Chairman 
 

Since the establishment of the organisation under the 
chairmanship of Don Porter, the KZN Crane Foundation 
has been fortunate to have people motivated by passion and 
commitment for cranes and their conservation. 
  
I hope that the readers of this newsletter will enjoy and be 
inspired by the articles contained in this edition. Here are 
some of the messages I take from the articles in this issue: 
  
1. By careful management of its water catchment, Hilton 
College, a private school can not only look after its own 
water supply but also provide habitat for two breeding pairs 
of Blue Cranes, within a few kilometres of the city of 
Pietermaritzburg. 
  
2. The younger hatchling from a Wattled Crane clutch, 
whose fate it might have been to be abandoned, can as in 
the fable of the ugly duckling, emerge swan-like with a 
second chance at life. We offer our congratulations to the 
Hlatikulu Crane and Wetland Sanctuary! 
 
As always on behalf of the organisation I would like to 
acknowledge the good work done by the staff, volunteers, 
friends, supporters and conservation partners of the KZN 
Crane Foundation. 
 
 
Yours in conservation, 

Andrew Ferendinos 
 
KZNCF Chair 
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Meet KZNCF Environmental Education Officer, Nkanyiso Ndlela 
 

 
I grew up in the rural area of iMpendle 
with my mother and younger brother. I 
went to Kwakhetha Primary School, a 
disadvantaged school and then moved to 
Asithuthuke Combined School at 
Balgowan Village for a better education. 
After I matriculated in 2006 I was hired 
by the Wildlife Environmental Society of 
South Africa (WESSA) to work in their 
Share-Net Department.  
 
In 2007, I was appointed to work with a 
World Wildlife Fund of South Africa and 
WESSA wetland project. The project 
was concerned with the wise use of 
wetlands through the production of 
handicrafts. I managed scientific 
references using computer software, 
entered species distribution data and 
carried out telephone interviews with 
craft organizations.  
 
In 2008, I became involved with the 
WESSA-Wetland Alliance as an 
assistant material developer. I compiled 
wetland training resources for the 
Department of Water Affairs and 
Forestry, other government departments 
and NGOs working on wetland issues. 
The resource database contained relevant 
articles and environmental legislations 

that I discovered on the internet, research reports, guidelines and environmental legislation relating to 
wetlands. This experience helped me better understand the importance of wetlands, their functions, benefits 
to people and the need for their conservation. 
 
In 2010, I joined the MMAEP, “The “Bugs” as an Environmental Education Facilitator. I became known as 
“Charles the Chameleon.” I really enjoyed co-teaching in 17 schools in the Midlands. I learned a tremendous 
amount and was able to share my knowledge about wetlands, global warming and climate change with 
students and teachers using both Zulu and English.  
 
After successfully completing two WESSA environmental educator’s courses, in 2012, I was one of ten 
students who won funding from HSBC Bank and I worked hard to obtain a diploma in Environmental 
Education from the Delta Center in Johannesburg.  
 
In October 2013, I became an Environmental Education Officer for the KZN Crane Foundation. With 
generous support from the N3TC, I am bringing Cranes in the Classroom to grades 4-6 in five rural schools 
near Nottingham Road. Cranes in the Classroom, developed by educator Jenny Stipcich, includes stories, 
songs, dances and various artistic activities spanning over twelve hours of learning per grade that enhance 
student understanding of the nature world while encouraging creative expression. I also assist with crane 
education at Bonni Sibisi’s Holiday Club at the Lighthouse Community Centre in Bruntville. I hope to be an 
inspiration to others, especially students living in townships, that with dedicated effort, they too can follow 
their dreams. 



INDWA’S REWARD by Jenny Stipcich 
 
This story appears in Cranes in the Classroom for Grade 5. We hope you will share it with the children in 
your family as it illustrates two reasons cranes should be revered and respected – their longevity and 
faithfulness to their life long mates and offspring. 
 
Have you ever seen the mountains that look like a dragon? Have you ever been to the Drakensburg? Well, if 
you ever do, you will find in the foothills a wide, wide stretch of wetland. If you do, it is there that you 
might see a pair of cranes living there. And if you do, you just might hear the story of Mama Indwa and 
Baba Indwa. 
 
Mama Indwa and Baba Indwa are very devoted to each other. 
Together.... they look for food. 

Together.... they gather reeds and stems to build their nests. 
 Together.....they warm their eggs.  

Together.....they look after their chicks.  
Together....they share with everything! 

 
One awful morning, Mama Indwa steps right into the jaws of a snare. Terrified, she calls for Baba. Baba 
angrily puffs up his feathers and rages, ‘Who would do such an awful thing?’  
 
For hours Mama Indwa pulls and wriggles until, luckily for her, she manages to break free of the dreadful 
snare.  
Horrified.....she sees that her wing was torn.  

Horrified.....she limps on her painful leg.  
Horrified.....she knows that she can’t look after her newest chick! 

 
Baba Indwa knows that everything depends on him. ‘My precious wife, don’t worry!  I will look after you. I 

will find food for all of us. I will keep all of us safe.’ This loving promise is not easy.  
 
With devotion.....he cleans and arranges the nest.  

With devotion..... he teaches their chick how to look for food.   
 

With devotion.....he teaches their chick to fly. 
 Mama Indwa sadly watches from the side. ‘How I wish I could help too!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now Jackal watches all of this with delight. He knows that he has to just wait and Mama Indwa will make 
him a delicious meal. One night, he sees Baba standing on one leg and sleeping with his head tucked under 
his wing. Silently he sneaks up to Mama. Not quietly enough, because he makes a splashing noise in the  
wetland water and wakes up Baba!  
 



 
In rage.....Baba attacks Jackal with his sharp beak.  

In rage.....Baba kicks out with his long, strong legs.   
In rage.....Baba screams out, ‘Get away before I scratch out your eyes.’ 

Jackal gets such a fright that he slinks away as quickly as possible.   
 
Another creature watches all of this with interest. The beautiful maiden crane from a nearby dam has fallen 
in love with Baba Indwa. ‘He should belong to me! He doesn’t need that useless wife. Besides, she is old 

and ugly.’  
 
Without success.....she flaps her wings.  

Without success.....she tosses him sticks.  
Without success.....she bows and arches her beautiful neck.  

Baba Indwa is flattered, but he knows that Mama is his mate. Mama is the love of his life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The months pass slowly. Bit by bit, Mama Indwa grows stronger. Her torn wing and damaged leg gradually 
starts to mend. The news of Baba’s devotion and faithfulness spread to all the other animals.  
 
One day The Great One appears to Baba. ‘Baba Indwa you are to be admired for your courage. You are to 
be remembered, Special Crane, for your caring and devotion.  
 
You are to be respected, Bird of Birds, for your faithfulness. As a reward I will let you live a very long and 
happy life.’ 
 
To this day, Indwa’s children 
 and Indwa’s children’s children 
  and Indwa’s children’s children’s children 
   live for years and years and years.   
 
 
 Dedicated to by beloved grandchildren- Jennifer, Sophie, Max and Georgia 
 
(Note: Cranes can live longer than most other birds) 
 
 

 
 
 



Observations of Blue Cranes at Hilton College 
By GS Solomon, Farm Manger 

 
My first recollection of nesting Blue Cranes in the vicinity of Hilton College was in 1993, when I was 
informed of an annual nesting pair in an adjacent wetland forming the headwaters of the Umgenyane stream. 
Soon afterwards that property was further sub-divided and with the appearance of occupied small holdings 
and the adjacent development of Garlington, the pair disappeared. 
 
In 2009, a pair arrived on Hilton College land and proceeded to nest on a small island in our lowest water 
supply dam. They were successful in hatching and raising one chick.  

 

 
 

The following year the pair did even better and two chicks made it to maturity. 2010 saw the pair return 
again, but this time they moved their site to another Hilton College property, where an old dam had become 
a wetland. They nested there for two years in a row, raising two chicks on each occasion.  
 
We were excited when during the summer of 2012/2013, two pairs arrived. One nested at yet another dam, 
and the other in a wetland leading to the water supply dams. Both pairs hatched two chicks, but the wetland 
pair lost one later in the season. This was a momentous year, as on one sunny morning in late summer, we 
were treated to the stunning sight of fifteen Blue Cranes together in a grassland adjacent to one of the 
nesting areas. They remained there for about three hours before taking off and riding thermals towards 
Albert Falls Dam. Eight birds returned and settled back in our grasslands, and remained there for the rest of 
that season.  
 
In 2013, both breeding pairs returned again, but both moved their nesting sites; one to a neighboring wetland 
and the other back to the 2011 dam site. Strangely the dam site pair nested a full six weeks after the first 
pair. The former pair raised one chick and the other pair, two.  

 
By observation, the Blue Cranes on our property usually lay at the beginning of 
September, and the eggs hatch after approximately thirty days. When the chicks 
are old enough to fly, the adult birds seem to take them for exercise where they 
fly past the College on our western side, and settle to forage in grassland or 
kikuyu paddocks overlooking the Umgeni valley. Later in the summer, they 
disappear. We always look forward to their return during the latter part of August, 
and once they indicate where they’ll nest, we take care to fence the site from the 

grazing beef herd. 
 



 
New Conservation and Business Partnership in Nottingham Road 

by Janet Barry, Owner Lilac Crane and Ann Burke 
 

 
 
Just outside of Nottingham Road lies a unique treasure – the Bill Barnes Crane and Oribi Nature Reserve 
(BBCONR). Established in 2009 and managed by the KZN Crane Foundation (KZNCF), it formally protects 
450 ha of Mooi River Highland Grassland. At first glance, the reserve may seem windswept and featureless. 
However, when one spends time discovering the delicate wildflowers, viewing the impressive Drakensberg 
Mountains and reflecting upon this place once visited by summering herds of antelope and home to the San 
people, it is a place of wonder and fragile beauty.  
 
The BBCONR is also the home of an innovative conservation initiative focused on the critically endangered 
Wattled Crane. Second eggs collected from wild nests will be reared by chick mums wearing costumes and 
hand puppets in the reserve’s newly constructed Nursery. These birds will be released into the wild to 
bolster South Africa’s Wattled Crane population (currently numbering less than 260 individuals). The 
project will create jobs for members of the local community and provide career-related experiences for 
university students.  

 
To support and highlight the wonderful effort that people like Ann 
Burke and other members of the KZN Crane Foundation are making, 
we have chosen to register our young business with a new name that 
provides a link to the Nature Reserve. The Lilac Crane will serve as a 
retail outlet for the release project with an exclusive line of gifts 
including books, greeting cards, enamelware and ceramics. All profits 
from the sale of these products will go towards rearing Wattled Crane 
chicks in the Nursery. “We hope to become a link with the public to 
the Bill Barnes Nature Reserve and do our bit to help build up Wattled 
Crane numbers” says Janet Barry, owner of The Lilac Crane. “We are 

often asked by tourists to recommend places to visit, and we hope to 
inform them about the good work being done at the Reserve.” 
 
The Lilac Crane is situated at The Creative Hub of Nottingham Road, 
on the corner of the R103 and the Notties Hotel Rd. This unique store 
offers a wide selection of decor items, gifts and locally-made fine 
crafts. If you are looking for an unusual, yet well-priced range of gifts 
for Christmas, this will be a one-stop shopping experience.  
 
See the last page of this newsletter for other sale items. 

 
 

50% of the purchase price of all crane jewellery goes to the KZN Crane Foundation 
 



Please Support Us – Visit The Lilac Crane in Nottingham Road! 
Landmark Conservation Achievement in the KZN Midlands 

Entabeni Communications hatches South Africa’s critically endangered Wattled Crane 
 
Note:  This article was authored by Ann Burke and published as a Midland Conservancy Forum Blog and in “The 

Witness” on 14 October 2013. It is reprinted here to illustrate the power of partnership within the Wattled Crane 
Recovery Programme – in this case collaboration amongst the Hlatikulu Crane and Wetland Sanctuary, the KZNCF 
and EWT. 

 
Entabeni Communications is proud to announce the historic hatching of two 
rare Wattled Crane chicks at their captive care facility located on the 
Hlatikulu Crane and Wetland Sanctuary in the vicinity of Giants Castle, 
KZN.  
 
Wattled Crane parents, Elvi (female) and Amanzi (male whose name means 
“water” in Zulu) have been together since January 2013. Entabeni staff were 

greatly encouraged by the birds’ behaviour as it indicated strong compatibility. Nic Shaw, Director of 
Entabeni said; “We did everything we could to reduce disturbance to the pair to allow them time to establish 

a strong pair bond and feel secure in their territory. In May, we began to see increased dancing and unison 
calling.” 

 
Elvi and Amanzi in January 2013 

 
To our delight, Elvi laid two eggs, three days apart in mid-August. 
 

 
 
As the days of incubation lengthened, Entabeni staff couldn’t help but speculate – would the new pair 
produce fertile eggs? Were chicks in the future?  
 
Then in the dark, morning hours of 15 September, Carma Shaw, Operations Manager, awoke to the sound of 
Wattled Cranes unison calling. At first light, the pair was checked and to everyone’s delight, a newly 

hatched, fuzzy brown chick was being carefully tended by its parents. The chick was named “Blake” after 



Robert Blake School in the UK; they adopted the pair’s 1
st egg after a visit to Entabeni in July 2013. 

 
Of the world’s 15 crane species, Wattled Cranes are the only species to hatch and rear a single chick in a 

season – even if the female lays two eggs. Since the 1980s, second laid eggs have been collected from wild 
Wattled Crane nests and used to build the captive breeding flock. Today, this flock is approximately 50 
individuals. These naturally fertile eggs produced in captivity mark a milestone in the recovery efforts for 
this critically endangered bird in South Africa. 
 
The pair was monitored closely to determine when they would stop incubating the second egg. 
 
When Elvi and Amanzi began to devote full-time care to their new chick the following day, they stopped 
incubating their second egg. It was removed and temporarily placed under a broody hen name “Peach” for 

safe keeping.  
 
Peach is a hen rescued by 
renowned wildlife 
rehabilitator Pam 
Stuckenberg and was given 
to Entabeni for their 
Permaculture garden (sadly 
Pam passed away in May 
2013).  
 
Peach offered warmth and 
safety until the artificial 
incubator was delivered by 
Tanya Smith of the 
Endangered Wildlife Trust 
(EWT). Carma Shaw, said, 

“Peach has previously hatched foster eggs – 15 at a time – and she is a fantastic brood hen so we weren’t 

worried about the safety of the egg at any time.” 
 
The second egg hatched on 17 September 2013. This chick named “Trinity” is being hand-reared by 
Entabeni staff with the help of Ann Burke from the KZN Crane Foundation. It was named after Chilton 
Trinity School in the UK; they adopted the pair’s 2

nd egg after a visit to Entabeni in July 2013. 
 

 
Trinity with Wattled Crane puppet at 5 days of age 



Lara Jordon, Coordinator of the Wattled Crane Recovery Programme said, “We are thrilled by Entabeni’s 
landmark accomplishment. Since the inception of the WCRP in 2000, only one chick has been produced by 
naturally-fertile captive birds. This is the first time in the history of South Africa that a captive pair of 
Wattled Cranes have hatched and reared their own chick. Wattled Cranes are notoriously difficult to breed in 
captivity and Entabeni’s years of concerted efforts to breed this critically endangered species has finally paid 

rich dividends.” 
 
Entabeni Communications has been a WCRP affiliate since 2000 and have been involved with crane 
conservation since its founding in 2001. Nic Shaw, Director of Entabeni commented, “We have two pairs of 

Wattled Cranes at our facility. Our approach is to reduce disturbance to the birds as much as possible to 
allow them to feel secure on their territories. We are so pleased the pair is fertile. We look forward to 
additional offspring in the future for the captive breeding programme while  
also providing eggs for release back into the wild.” 
 

 
Trinity at 12 days of age 

 

 
Carma Shaw, Nic Shaw and Sandi Barrett celebrate the historic Wattled Crane hatchings 

 
The Hlatikulu Crane and Wetland Sanctuary is open to the public weekdays: 08h00-16h00 and 
Saturday and Sunday: 09h00 – 12h00.  Public holidays by appointment only.  
 
The public is encouraged to make a booking by contacting the sanctuary at 0332632441 or 0824086610 or 
via email:sandi@enviroed.co.za.  
 
GPS coordinates: S 29 16.484; E 29 39.899. 



Ann Burke, KZNCF Conservation Project Manager  
Awarded 2014 N3TC Hero’s Award 

By Nikki Brighton 
 
Sometimes people are born on the wrong continent. Ann Burke was. Her mom recalls “Her favourite puzzle 

was of warthogs in a muddy water hole. When she was just four years old, she told me that she was going to 
live in Africa.” Ann laughs “Mom believes I imprinted on this puzzle!” 
 
Wisconsin, USA is about as far as you can get from Nottingham Road where Ann now manages the KZN 
Crane Foundation.  Her mentor and friend, co-founder of the International Crane Foundation (ICF), George 
Archibald says “In 1993 when she experienced the magnificent Blue, Crowned and Wattled Cranes on a 

visit to South Africa for the first time, her destiny was sealed. Ann's combination of intelligence, high 
energy and motivation is now completely focussed to help these birds in KwaZulu-Natal.” 
 
Ann worked with George for many years at the ICF, beginning as an intern in 1987. “I was inspired by 

community conservation efforts around the world which helped the 15 crane species and people at the same 
time. Often the focus was on the protection of fresh water resources and sustainable livelihoods.”   
 
When an offer arrived to assist with the South African Wattled Crane Recovery Programme in 2010 (there 
are only 260 Wattled Cranes left in the wild), Ann packed two suitcases and started her new life as a 
volunteer at the KZN Crane Foundation (KZNCF) - an organisation established in 1989 to combat the 
causes leading to the decline of South Africa's three crane species.  
 
Ann’s enthusiasm is boundless, she has influenced the entire community to 

‘think crane’ and been instrumental in fundraising to build the new Wattled 
Crane Nursery in Nottingham Road. Recently, she set up an education 
outreach in local schools believing that education is vital if the release 
programme is to work. 
 
The KZNCF education outreach programme highlights the importance of 
protecting the Midlands fresh water resources by teaching about the habitats 
which are necessary for the cranes survival – wetlands and grasslands. “The 

crane’s reliance on wetlands is a reflection of our own survival. The human 

need for clean water cuts across race, gender, age and religious affiliation and 
connects us to all living things.” Cranes embody values of faithfulness and 
courage which are important across all human cultures.” Ann concludes, “We 

can learn so much from cranes.”                          Ann in costume with “Trinity” 

 
N3 Toll Concession’s mandate is to design, construct, finance, operate and 

maintain the N3 Toll Route between Cedara Interchange, near Hilton, in KZN and 
Heidelberg South in Gauteng.  
 
Its Corporate Social Investment Programme, Touching Lives, endeavours to make 
a meaningful difference to the lives of individuals and communities along the 
Route with sustainability being essential to the Programme’s success. N3TC 

sponsors more than 70 community-based projects along the 415km section of the 
N3 Toll Route. Over and above N3TC’s support of the KZNCF, it funds the 

Midlands Meander Association Education Project (MMAEP), Midlands 
Conservancy Forum, Music Literacy Africa, Mandela Capture Site, Singakwenza Early Childhood 
Development Programme, Midmar Mile and the N3 Gateway Tourism Association, to name a few projects 
in the KZN Midlands.  

 
The KZNCF sincerely thanks the N3TC for their generous support for our educational 

programming, the Wattled Crane Nursery and its staffing! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Become a Member or Renew Your Annual Membership  

 
Become a Member of the KZNCF! 

 
Benefits of a KZNCF membership include: 
E-newsletter; 
A brick in the Wattled Crane Nursery; 
Invitation to special events; 
*Ticket(s) to enjoy bird watching at the Karkloof Conservation Centre  
 
Categories of membership:  
Pensioner/student: R100 
Member: R150 
Family Membership: R250 (*two tickets to the Karkloof Conservation Centre) 
Ask about our Institutional, Corporate and Benefactor memberships! 
 
Our Banking Details: 
Name of Account:  KwaZulu-Natal Crane Foundation (KZNCF) 
Bank:  Nedbank;   Branch:  Cascades  Branch Code:  134325 
Type of Account:  Cheque Acct    
Account Number:  1343 031 338 
Reference:  Your surname 
 
Invoices for memberships generated upon request. Questions or Concerns?  
Contact Atholl Midgley, Secretary, KZNCF, Email: athollm@mweb.co.za; Cell: 083 520 5860. 
 

 
Nkanyiso Ndlela brings Cranes in the Classroom to 
students at the Sibonkuhle Primary School, Rosetta. 

 
The newly constructed Wattled Crane Nursery on 
the Bill Barnes Crane and Oribi Nature Reserve. 

YOU ARE INVITED!  Please join Warwick Fraser, KZNCF Volunteer for a guided hike on the Bill 
Barnes Nature Reserve the third Tuesday of each month. Participants meet at the Usher Conservation 
Centre, near Nottingham Road at 09h00. Contact Warwick Fraser to book: 084 779 5375.  
Donation R20 to the KZNCF. 

  

 

 
   KZNCF ANNOUNCES 2014 Annual General Meeting 
 
Date: Saturday, 28 June 2014;  Start time: 10h00 
 
Location: Usher Conservation Centre on the Bill Barnes Crane and Oribi Nature Reserve,  
       Nottingham Road 

 
Help us formally launch the new Wattled Crane Nursery! 



 
Visit THE LILAC CRANE in Nottingham Road and pick up terrific gifts benefitting the KZNCF! 
 

 
3-D Crowned Crane puzzle 

 
Crane beanie 

 

 
Crane stuffed toys 

 

 
Crane necklaces and charms 

 
Wisdom Tales – Crane Stories from Southern Africa 

 

 
David Wheildon Oosthuizen’s greeting cards 

The Lilac Crane is situated at The Creative Hub of Nottingham Road, on the corner of the R103 and 
the Notties Hotel Road  ● Cell: 082 374 3305  ● Visit them on Facebook! 


