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Greetings! 
 
After a reasonably quiet December, this year got off to a busy start. At one point our 
clinic was over-flowing with admissions, all our treatment boxes were full and the 
smaller raptors had to make do with temporary cardboard boxes till we could sort 
out better housing for them. Our larger treatment rooms were both full, as we had 
four vultures, 3 Cape Vultures and 1 White-backed Vulture, still receiving treatment, 
or under observation.  One of our vets left to take up another position in Pretoria, 
which left our remaining vet with his hands full. What a start to the new year! 
 

Admissions: 
This month we had fifteen new admissions: 5 Spotted Eagle Owls, 2 Yellow-billed Kites, 1 
Wood Owl, 1 Lanner Falcon, 1 Long-crested Eagle, 1 Fish Eagle, 1 Black Eagle, 1 Amur 
Falcon and 2 Cape Vultures. Unfortunately not all of these birds made it past the 
veterinary check as many of them had such severe damage to wings that there was no 
possibility of them ever being able to fly again. 
 

 

Both the Cape Vultures admitted this month were poison 
cases. Unfortunately poisoning is so rife amongst our vulture 
species that if a vulture is admitted without obvious injury, or 
broken limbs, then chances are very good that it has been 
poisoned. Deliberate poisoning is done to harvest the body 
parts of the vultures to sell for the ‘muthi’ trade. Accidental 
poisoning results from the vultures eating poisoned carcasses 
set out to target ‘problem’ animals such as jackal and caracal 
which predate on livestock. Standard protocol at the clinic is to 
tube feed the vulture a mixture of rehydrating fluids and 
activated charcoal on admission. This is first aid for poison 
cases. Once the vulture can be seen by the vet and have blood 
tests done to confirm diagnosis, then standard treatment can 
commence. 
Both the vultures recovered fully and are awaiting the fitting of 
rings, patagial tags and transmitters pre-release. This will allow 
the birds to become part of the research being done on Cape 
Vultures, as data gathered will give a better understanding of 
the species, the threats they are facing, and what measures 
can be taken to ensure their protection and survival. 

 



The Long-crested Eagle that came in is one of a resident pair in the 
Roberts Road area of Pietermaritzburg. X-rays at the vet revealed 
that the bird had a broken clavicle (collar bone).  This is a very 
difficult break to treat as it is not an option to be pinned. If the 
break is very bad, often the bird is euthanized. In this case it was a 
fracture, so the wing was strapped to the body to stop movement 
and allow the fracture time to mend. Once the fracture mended, 
the bird was moved to the flight tunnel where it is at present, 
stretching the wing and regaining flight strength and fitness. As 
soon as it is flying strongly again we aim to release it back in to the 
same area to reunite it with its mate. Let’s hope it has not been 
replaced in the meantime! 
  

Releases: 
This month we were able to release quite a few birds – 2 Yellow-billed Kites, 2 Black-
shouldered Kites and 4 Spotted Eagle owls; 2 in Underberg and 2 in Kamberg. 
 

 

The best releases are the ones that are able to 
happen the quickest. Both the Yellow-billed Kites 
released this month had been admissions from 
January. Thankfully neither bird had broken bones 
that needed weeks to mend, so once fully recovered 
they were ringed and released. This helps to keep 
their fitness level from dropping and also minimizes 
the stress of being in captivity. 

 
The Black-shouldered Kites were finally sent for 
release at Lemonwood in the Dargle. These birds 
had come in last winter as young chicks. Their nest 
had been blown down in a storm. We kept them 
over winter as fledglings and moved them to a 
large outdoor enclosure where they could learn to 
fly and strengthen their wings. Our aim had been 
to release them in our area, but we soon 
discovered there was a rather aggressive adult 
Black-shouldered Kite in residence!  

Katie from Lemonwood kindly built a release enclosure and they were relocated as soon 
as the enclosure was ready. They stayed nearby the release enclosure where they were 
supplementary fed for a few days before they moved off. 

 
Research: 
Every year thousands of little Amur Falcons make an epic migration from the Amur River 
in Russia to South Africa for our summer, and back again as soon as the weather starts 
getting colder. I was lucky enough to join the Crowned Eagle Research team, led by Shane 



McPherson, at the Amur Falcon roost in Newcastle. We were hosted by the very 
knowledgeable Rina Pretorius, who runs the Facebook page, ‘MKProjects: Amur, Red-
footed Falcon, Lesser Kestrel Roosts.’ Mist nets were set up to catch these little birds to 
record measurements, moult patterns and put rings on them for research purposes. It 
was a truly amazing spectacle to watch the birds come in to roost in their thousands in 
the evening. 
 

   

 

 

Donations/funding: 
Without the help of the public we would not be able to do the work we do. Raptor 
Rescue relies solely on your generosity and support. Please find banking details below if 
you would like to contribute to our ongoing bird of prey care and conservation work. 
 

And to end: 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

African Raptor Trust (PBO no 930027969) 

Nedbank 

Account no: 2340561256 
Branch code: 134025 

Reference: Raptor Rescue 
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