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Greetings! 
 
The middle of winter is not an ideal time to release raptors because of low prey 
availability and the cold weather. It is however, the time of year many of the species 
breed. Decisions have been made to hold some of the birds over to release in Spring, 
especially juvenile and fledglings that have not been able to survive on their own yet. 
Thankfully we have not been particularly busy as all our recovery pens are now full. 
There will have to be slight re-shuffles to make space for any newcomers.  
 
 

Admissions: 
This month we had 7 new admissions: 1 Spotted Eagle Owl, 1 Wood Owl, 2 Barn Owls, 1 
Secretary Bird and 2 Black Sparrowhawks.   
 

The Barn Owls are both fledgling birds that left their nests prematurely and were picked 
up by people and brought in. The young Secretary Bird was found in the middle of 
Pietermaritzburg – definitely not normal habitat or a safe area either! The bird was 
emaciated on admission, proving that this youngster was battling to find food. FreeMe in 
Gauteng reported similar incidents of these birds ending up in urban areas, their 
desperation for food forcing them closer to human habitation in an effort to find it. The 
juvenile Black Sparrowhawk also got himself into trouble when he arrived at the Kloof 
SPCA with a concussion after being caught in a factory. These birds often follow pigeons 
into buildings and panic once they are inside and can’t find their way out again. In his 
case, it was simply a few days of pain/inflammation meds and some feeding up before he 
was sent on his way again.  
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Releases: 
This month’s releases include 1 Black Sparrowhawk (mentioned above) 3 Spotted Eagle 
Owls, 2 Barn Owls and 1 Marsh Owl.  
 
The Marsh Owl had come in all the way from 
Estcourt. It was handed in to the Twiddy’s 
after it had been found bizarrely stuck in the 
fork of a tree. On examination it was 
discovered the bird was completely blind and 
unbalanced, but showed no other signs of 
illness or broken bones. Although both 
poisoning and disease can cause these 
symptoms, it is often just a case of concussion 
as a blow to the head can cause inflammation 
on the brain, affecting eyesight and balance. 
At the clinic the bird was put on 
pain/inflammation meds and antibiotics. 
Within a few days there was great 
improvement and within a week it had 
completely recovered. The Twiddy’s used 
their veggie tunnel as a temporary hack 
enclosure and the bird was released again 
into the area it had come from.   
 

Research: 
 

 
Barn Owl Chick being ringed 

As part of ongoing research work for the Owl Box Project, 
this seasons young owlets were measured and ringed. 
This is not always easy as vigilant parent birds can 
become very protective over their young, and intruders 
can be dealt with quite harshly. Caution and speed is 
necessary to cause as little distress to the birds, and the 
youngsters are processed and returned to their nest 
boxes as quickly as possible. 

 
Spotted Eagle Owl chicks being measured and ringed 



Donations/funding: 
We still have several bigger birds that would benefit tremendously from having 
transmitters fitted pre-release. Fitting transmitters on our raptors will not only give us 
invaluable data for better research and understanding of the species, but will also help 
determine whether they are surviving on their own, or not, and allow us to intervene if 
they get into trouble. We desperately need help financing these transmitters as each 
transmitter costs in the region of R 6 000.00. At the moment we have 1 Black Eagle and 2 
Secretary Birds that we would like to fit transmitters onto as part of their release. 
 
If you are interested in assisting with these transmitters, please find banking details 
below for the Predatory Bird Centre, which is responsible for developing the transmitters. 
A fund has been set up in the account specifically for transmitters, so any donations 
should be referenced “Transmitter” as this will earmark the funds specifically for this 
purpose. 
 

We are extremely grateful to the people who do continue to support us, and for the 
donations that come in. You help save these birds, just as much as we do.  
 

And to end: 
 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Savings account no: 254 101 844 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Transmitter 
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