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Greetings! 
 
“An estimated 25 million birds are being killed illegally each year around the 
Mediterranean… ending up in nets, glued to branches or illegally shot for fun.” – BirdLife 
International. 
As excited as we get to welcome our migrant birds back, sadly there is an element of 
human society that gets just as excited at the prospect of killing these birds on their 
annual migration across the Mediterranean. Thankfully there are groups in countries such 
as Lebanon, Cyprus and Malta who are desperately trying to raise awareness, get 
petitions signed and put pressure on their governments to ban these outdated and 
barbaric traditions. (See Facebook page ‘Stop Hunting Crimes in Lebanon’). They need all 
the international support they can get. Amongst these millions of migrating birds are 
several of our migratory raptor species. Seeing photos of piles of dead buzzards, for 
example, is absolutely heart-breaking. Every migrant that makes it back to our country 
has faced perils and run a gauntlet most of us can only begin to imagine.  
 

Admissions: 
This month we had 4 new admissions: 3 Spotted Eagle Owl chicks, 1 adult Spotted Eagle 
Owl, 1 Yellow-billed Kite and 1 Lanner Falcon. 
 

One very lucky bird was the sub-adult Lanner Falcon that 
was rescued by a couple who were on holiday in Umtata on 
the south coast. They witnessed some youths dragging a 
bird out of the surf, caught with a hook on the end of a 
fishing line. They went to investigate and confronted the 
youths, who admitted that they used lizards as bait to catch 
birds in this fashion. The couple confiscated the bird and 
called Raptor Rescue’s helpline. They were advised to take 
the bird to Crag’s View Rehab, which was close, for 
immediate first aid treatment. The bird was seen by a vet 
and was kept at Crag’s View for a few days until its 
condition had stabilised. The couple then very kindly 
undertook the long journey to Pietermaritzburg to bring it 
to the clinic. No major injuries were sustained by the falcon, 
but severely broken wing and tail feathers mean the bird 
will have to stay in a recovery enclosure until it has moulted 
new feathers before it can be released.  

 

 



Releases: 
This month’s releases: 1 African Harrier Hawk, 1 Black Sparrow-hawk, and 2 Wood Owls. 
 

 

The Wood Owls were sent for release at Lemonwood in the Dargle. 
Lemonwood is right up against a huge indigenous forest, perfect 
habitat for these little owls. A hack enclosure was built by Katie 
Robinson, from Lemonwood, and the owls will spend a few weeks 
in this enclosure becoming familiarized with their new 
surroundings before they will be released. Katie already has a 
Wood Owl box installed on the edge of the forest in the hope that 
her new guests will take up residence in it.  

The juvenile Black Sparrowhawk was given a 
‘hard release’ at Ascot Bush Lodge. He had 
been brought into the clinic after being 
caught in a factory chasing pigeons. He was 
very thin on admission so was kept on for a 
while in a recovery enclosure until his 
condition improved. There is a large 
population of feral pigeons at Ascot Bush 
Lodge, perfect prey for this bird-hunting 
specialist.  

 
 

Research: 
Involvement in urban raptor projects such as the Owl Box Project and Crowned Eagle 
Research is ongoing. Participation in these research initiatives allows for time in the field 
observing wild raptors, lending itself to better understanding of birds of prey in general, 
and allowing for the development of strategies to mitigate the potential human/wildlife 
conflicts that sometimes arise. One such area of conflict is between the juvenile and sub-
adult Crowned Eagles that occasionally prey on domestic pets when they encounter 
difficulties in hunting wild prey. In order to develop a management plan and strategy for 
the protection of both the eagles and domestic pets, members of Raptor Rescue, 
Crowned Eagle Research, Ezemvelo Kzn Wildlife and the Natal Falconry club came 
together to form a task force dedicated to intervention and protection in these cases. 
 

 

The members of the Crowned Eagle conflict 
management task force (left to right): 
 
Shane McPherson – Crowned Eagle Research (UKZN) 
Graham Berry – Natal Falconry Club 
Ben Hoffman – Raptor Rescue 
Atholl Marchant – Ezemvelo Kzn Wildlife 
Brent Coverdale – Ezemvelo Kzn Wildlife 



Donations/funding: 
Update on transmitters: We are extremely grateful for the donations that have come in 
for transmitters, and to the individuals that have stepped forward and offered 
sponsorship. Several transmitters are in production at the moment, with the intention of 
fitting them onto 2 Fish Eagles and a Secretary Bird prior to release.  
 

We are looking at developing an equipment store, whereby we will have field equipment 
that can be used for practical research training in the field. Our appeal is for individuals to 
please donate old field guide books, binoculars, digital cameras, GPS, scopes, in fact, 
anything that may be of use in the field for tracking, observing and documenting wild 
birds of prey. If you don’t own any particular piece of equipment, but would like to 
donate towards an equipment fund, please find banking details below, and reference the 
donation ‘equipment’, so that your funds will be earmarked specifically for this purpose.  
 

We are extremely grateful to the people who continue to support us, and for the 
donations that come in. We simply could not do what we do without you! 
 

And to end: 
 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Savings account no: 254 101 844 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Equipment 
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