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Greetings 
 

There was definitely a sense of urgency towards the end of this month as people rushed 
to wrap up their business year in preparation for the holidays and rest period to come. 
There was also a sense of sadness as the year draws to an end, as some of the foreign 
students we have had the privilege of working with wrap up their thesis, hand their hard 
work in, and prepare to say goodbye to South Africa. They leave unforgettable memories 
of wonderful times spent together, both in the field and socially, as we have come to 
regard them as more than just people who share our common passion, but as friends. We 
wish you all the best for the exciting new adventures that lie ahead in your lives… 
 

Admissions: 
This month we had 8 new admissions: 2 Black Sparrowhawks, 2 Wood Owls, 1 Lanner 
Falcon, 1 African Harrier Hawk, 1 Spotted Eagle Owl, and 1 Cape Vulture. 
 

The one Wood Owl was only a chick. Its story is one that 
has become all too familiar over the years at the clinic. 
The chick was picked up and taken home to become a 
hand-raised ‘pet’.  Brought up in a stressful, unnatural 
environment on an incorrect diet, it was only once the 
owl was dying that we were contacted for help. Sadly it 
was too late. We did our best, as did our vet, but the owl 
died of organ failure on the vet’s table. The lesson is 
firstly not to interfere with nature, and secondly to take 
a rescued animal of any sort to the correct facility, which 
will have trained and experienced staff who will ensure it 
gets the best possible treatment.  

 
 

The young Cape Vulture did seem like it lacked a bit of education when it landed on the 
roof of Treverton College in Mooi River. Showing no signs of wanting to fly, it was caught 
and put into an enclosure at the Snow residence for safe keeping. We were contacted by 
Janet Snow, and Ben and Morgan Pfeiffer (Cape Vulture researcher from UKZN) went up 
to assess the bird with the intention of releasing it. Although it appeared to be in good 
health, there were concerns over it not flying, so it was brought back to our facility and 
placed in the 75 meter flight tunnel. It remained grounded for a further few days, and 
then slowly regained its power of flight. A transmitter will be fitted, and the bird will be 
released soon. 
 



  
 

Releases: 
November was a very quiet month as far as releases go. There was one release facilitated 
for a very lucky Spotted Eagle Owl who had collided with a vehicle, only to become 
trapped in the grille.  

 

The occupants of the car were mortified that they had hit 
the owl, and stopped to look for it. There was no owl in 
sight, so they continued, only to be horrified a few 
minutes later when a wing flapped up over the front of 
the car. This time they found the owl – trapped by one leg 
in the grille of the car. The owl was kindly taken to 
Riverside Vet where it had x-rays and examinations for 
concussion or injury. It stayed the night for observation, 
and was given the all clear for release the next day. After 
its measurement data was recorded, and it was fitted with 
a ring, Owl Grilles (as it had affectionately become known) 
was released safely into its neighbourhood. 

 

Education/Research: 
 

 

Ben was part of the team that does the annual vulture 
surveys in Zululand again this year. Headed up by 
Andre Botha from the EWT Birds of Prey Programme, 
the team consisted of bird of prey researchers and 
conservationists from across the board. Apart from 
nest surveys and vulture counts, Ben was responsible 
for both the manufacture and fitting of transmitters on 
birds trapped for research purposes. This year training 
courses were also conducted at some of the Zululand 
game reserves to enable game guards to give 
emergency first aid treatment to poisoned vultures. 

 
 
 



Donations/funding: 
 

We were blessed again this year to be beneficiaries of the 
annual Camelot Golf Day. Each year Barbara and Tony Wint put 
in an immense amount of work to ensure this event is a success. 
We are deeply grateful for their stalwart support of the clinic 
and our work over the last 10 years. 
This year the event was a success once again; not even the 
pouring rain could dampen the golfer’s spirits. As an added 
bonus I managed to snatch a gap in the rain to go and have a 
look at the resident Spotted Eagle Owl nest in a flower pot, and 
was rewarded with the site of the younger of this year’s two 
fledglings watching us from the wall.   
 

Thank you to all the people who continue to support our work. Your generosity is what 
gives the birds in our care a second chance at a life in the wild. Thank you for enabling us 
to do what we do. 
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Current account no: 302806334 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Raptor Rescue 
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