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Greetings 
 

As with all things animal related, there are no breaks or holidays. Whether you are a 
farmer, a veterinarian, a trainer or an animal carer, animals need care all year round. 
December has been one of our busier months this year, and we wondered if more birds 
were injured because of the increase of human activity (e.g. more motorists on the 
roads), or whether people travelling, or on holiday were simply more observant, leading 
to more injured birds being found? Our last admission for 2015 brought the total of birds 
brought into our clinic this year to 109. Our average annual admissions stand in the 
region of 100 to 120 birds, so this year’s figure is still in keeping with that. We have 
noticed an increase in certain species, and a decrease in others, leading us to believe that 
population dynamics are changing amongst our wild raptors.  
 

Admissions: 
This month we had 11 new admissions: 3 Spotted Eagle Owls, 1 Long-crested Eagle, 1 
Steppe Buzzard, 3 Yellow-billed Kites, 1 Cape Eagle Owl, 2 Secretary Bird chicks, and 1 
African Harrier Hawk. 
 

 
 

Our Secretary Bird chicks came in with a very dubious story. Initially handed in to FreeMe, 
the person who brought the chicks in said that he found them on the side of a road, and 
suspected that perhaps there had been someone trying to sell them, who had taken fright 
and run when he pulled over to investigate. It is always hard in these cases to try and 



establish what the truth may have been. There was conveniently no contact detail left by 
this individual, making it hard to follow up on his report. As Secretary Birds nest on the 
top of thorn trees, and the chicks were much too small to have ended up on the side of 
the road on their own, a case of theft is the only reasonable conclusion to come to. 
Knowing the amount of time and energy bird of prey parents put into raising young, and 
the stress it causes these parent birds to have their young removed (not to mention the 
stress on the chicks themselves) it is hard not to feel angry and disheartened when this 
happens.  

 

Releases: 
Raptors released this month: 5 Spotted Eagle Owls, 2 Yellow-billed Kites, and 1 Cape 
Vulture.  
 

 

The young Cape Vulture that was admitted last 
month was sent out for release. The bird had 
been in a very weak, unfit state and spent a few 
weeks in the flight tunnel, gaining condition and 
fitness. It was fitted with a GPS transmitter prior 
to release so that we will be able to track its 
movements. The transmitter reports back several 
locations daily, giving an accurate picture of both 
the distance and the height the bird is flying. This 
will assist both with research, and will allow us to 
monitor the bird and respond immediately should 
there be any problems post release. 

 

The Sanctuary Care & Rehab Centre in 
Ashburton is a fully permitted rehabilitation 
centre and sanctuary for non-releasable 
wildlife. It is also conveniently situated for us. 
At the Sanctuary there is a large, open 
enclosure that is home to non-flighted birds; 
mostly herons and storks, and non-releasable 
tortoises and antelope. Twice a day food is put 
out to feed all these birds, and the wild birds 
have been quick to take advantage of this free 
buffet. Storks, herons and raptors all come in 
to join the non-releasable birds during feeding 
times. It makes an ideal location for the 
release of some of our raptors (as with this 
Yellow-billed Kite in the photo) as it provides 
them with a feeding station as they get their 
bearings, and adjust to life in the wild again.   
 
 



Donations/funding: 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our work during 2015. To those of you who 
donated money towards our vet bills, travel expenses, and other general expenses, thank 
you for making the financial burden lighter. Donations towards transmitters has allowed 
for the manufacture of several transmitters. The Cape Vulture released is wearing one, 
and there are two more sitting on standby for Secretary Birds due to be released soon. 
Our equipment store is slowly growing thanks to kind donations of old cameras and 
binoculars.  
 

Please continue to support us in 2016. The work never stops, nor do the expenses! 
Remember, you can reference your donations if you want the money to go to a specific 
cause: Vet bills; Transmitter; Equipment; or Raptor Rescue for general. Thank you to all 
the people who continue to support our work. Your generosity is what gives the birds in 
our care a second chance at a life in the wild. Thank you for enabling us to do what we 
do. 
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
  
 

Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Current account no: 302806334 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Raptor Rescue 
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