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Greetings 
 

The importance and value of ringing rehabilitated birds was reinforced this month with a ring 
return on a bird.  Mr Anonymous reported that a Black Sparrowhawk was found dead in 
Monteseel, but no further details were given. We were left to wonder if the bird had been 
deliberately killed as the species often targets racing pigeons and domestic fowl, but there is no 
way we can be sure.  At least Mr Anonymous reported the ring number, so that we have some 
sort of closure on this release at least. Which begs the question: how many ringed birds are 
‘recovered’ under dubious circumstances and their ring numbers never reported for fear of a 
backlash? The bird had come in as a juvenile the year before, was ringed by Dr Lorinda Hart at 
the clinic prior to release, and at least survived a year in the wild before meeting his sad, unclear 
end.  
 

Admissions: 
 

During September we had 14 admissions: 2 Barn Owls, 5 Spotted Eagle Owls, 1 Black 
Sparrowhawk, 2 Yellow-billed Kites, 1 Crowned Eagle, 1 Marsh Harrier, 1 African Goshawk and 1 
Jackal Buzzard.  
 

   
 

Miss Zimbali 2015 deserves special mention. I first met her when I assisted Dr Shane McPherson 
with ringing her and recording her biometrics as part of his PhD research on the Urban Ecology 
of Crowned Eagles in the greater Durban area. In this instance she was the focus of a 
documentary Zimbali Eco Estate was doing on their resident eagles. The alpha-numeric code for 
her colour ring was chosen as “A4.” No sooner had she left the safety of Zimbali than she began 
causing trouble in the neighbourhood of Verulam eyeing out pets as potential prey and 
becoming the centre of heated argument between an irate, shotgun wielding resident, and 
members of the security company who leaped to her defence. Seemingly unfazed by the 
commotion she was causing, and habituated to the goings on of her human neighbours, she was 
easily caught and after a check over by Dr Odendaal at Village Vet in Hillcrest, transported up to 
Raptor Rescue by falconer Patrick Mitchell. She was given the all clear and taken to a release site 
near Albert Falls Dam on the property belonging to Theo and Margie Cave where we knew there 



to be a young male Crowned Eagle. Theo reported that the young male had taken to visiting her 
regularly and would sit on a branch alongside the bottom corner of her release enclosure 
keeping her company. One morning Theo went out to check on her and found a gaping hole torn 
in the bottom corner of the enclosure, both birds were gone, and have not been seen since. We 
can only hope that this does not mark the end of A4’s remarkable story, and that this beautiful 
young bird will be seen again.  
 

Releases: 
 

The following birds were sent out for release in September:  1 Crowned Eagle, 1 African 
Goshawk, 3 White-faced Scops Owls, 4 Jackal Buzzards, 1 Palmnut Vulture and 1 Spotted Eagle 
Owl. 
 

   
 

The Spotted Eagle Owl chick that came in during September was possibly the youngest 
admission we have ever had. It was found on the ground next to an egg by a member of the 
public out taking a walk. Erroneously thinking that the tiny chick and egg had fallen out of a nest, 
the well-meaning, but mistaken person picked the baby out of what was in fact a nest on the 
ground (several of our owl species nest on the ground) and rushed it off to FreeMe Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Centre in Howick. The tiny talons on the pudgy feet had barely hardened, and the 
egg tooth was still intact, indicating that this baby was not more than a day old. It was 
transferred to our brooding facility at the clinic, where we intensively cared for it for the next 
few weeks till it was old enough to be given over to our surrogate parent, Hip Hop, to raise to 
adulthood. Hip Hop lives on a nearby game farm belonging to Victor Hugo, and has successfully 
raised several orphans, not only Spotted Eagle Owls, but Barn Owl too, effectively preventing 
these single orphans from imprinting on their human caregivers. The chick has become 
affectionately known as ‘Fat Albert’ for reasons obvious in the last photo.  
 

Research: 
 

 

Dr Lorinda Hart supervised a ringing 
training session at the clinic, 
focussing primarily on Spotted Eagle 
Owls and Jackal Buzzards. As part of 
post-doctoral work she is doing on 
the species, all the rehabilitated 
Jackal Buzzards will now be fitted 
with coloured alpha-numeric rings as 
well as the standard metal SAFRINGs 
to make re-sighting reports easier. 



Donations/funding: 
 

We are grateful to the Zimbali Estate Management Association for making a donation towards 
the care and rehabilitation of A4. The donation will go towards her medical, travel and food 
expenses, as well as towards fixing the release enclosure destroyed in her dramatic escape.  
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 
kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
www.raptorrescue.org.za 

Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 
Predatory Bird Projects 
Standard Bank 
Account no: 037530224 
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Reference: Raptor Rescue 

 
 

mailto:kznraptorrescue@gmail.com
http://www.raptorrescue.org.za/

