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From the Chairman: 
 
Once again, the year 2016 is just about over and a new era is about to start in BirdLife 
Plettenberg Bay.  
In terms of our constitution, and indeed the BirdLife SA constitution as well, a Chairman should 
only sit for four years. As an exception, I was asked by the committee to extend my term by one 
year, which I did. It is now time to hand over the reins to someone else, and I do so knowing 
that your Club is in a good place, and that there are a number of members who are more than 
capable of continuing the good work already done by the committee over the last five years. 
 
It is also time to say farewell to Geoff McIleron as Honorary Club President. Geoff has held this 
position for a number of years now, and he feels it is time to hand over to another Club member. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS  TO ALL 

mailto:mikebridgeford@telkomsa.net
mailto:pmurton@mweb.co.za
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The AGM, which will be held on the Monday 13th February 2017 will see these changes take 
effect. Geoff and myself will remain closely connected to the Bird Club in the years ahead, and 
will take on different support roles to the committee. 
 
We also say farewell to Cindy-Lee Cloete, of Nature's Valley Trust, who has accepted a position 
with WESSA in Johannesburg heading up their environmental education nationally. We will 
miss Cindy-Lee who has played a pivotal role in our schools education program. We wish her all 
the best in her new endeavours. 
  
We have had a great year with our membership expanding to well over 220 members. The 
dinner talks have generally been well attended with attendance being between 60 and 80 
people, and the venue at the Angling Club remains a firm favourite. Outings are well supported 
with the average group being about 20 people. Unfortunately the weather is mostly 
unpredictable in and around Plettenberg Bay and a number of outings have had to be 
postponed or cancelled as a consequence. 
Our away trip during the year was at Redstone Hill and a report has been included in this 
newsletter by Bruce Ward-Smith. Our next trip will be to Duinpos in the West Coast National 
Park from 24th to 27th October 2017. Early booking is essential. A notice has already been sent 
out with all the details.  
 
The finances of the Club are healthy and throughout the year we have received generous 
donations  towards our many projects with our partner organisations. NVT continue to front the 
research aspect with some vital and important work being undertaken on our shores and within 
the fynbos surrounds. 
  
During the year we have donated a total of R25185.00 to NVT to fund or partially fund several 
projects:- 
The Education project R12 685 which comprised four tranches of R3000 and the Birdmasters 
braai and prize-giving of R685.00; The Shorebird Project of R5000;The Bird Ringing project 
R2500 for new nets; and The Fynbos Drone Project of R5000. 
All these funds come from the generous donations of members who add a little something to 
their annual membership fee. Without this important source of funding, we would have to 
embark upon fund raising activities to finance these projects. 
 
Your committee has functioned very well during the year, and I must personally thank each and 
every one of them for the dedicated manner in which they approached their tasks. They have all 
agreed to stay on for the coming year and support the incoming Chairman. 
 
When I read Mark's summary of activities below, I realise that the Bird Club and its members  
have contributed to the overall wellbeing of the environs of Plettenberg Bay in no small 
measure.  
We have clearly made a difference and through the members generous donations we have 
made the important scientific research meaningful, and a basis for clear policy direction in the 
future. Without this basic scientific research we would not be in a position to provide the basics 
for policy formation.  
  
I wish you all a merry Christmas and the hope for a better New Year. I look forward to the 
coming year with anticipation and enthusiasm.  
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The 2016 NVT- BirdLife Plettenberg Bay partnership - Mark Brown 
 
Once again, NVT got a much-needed boost from BirdLife Plett funds for several of our 
programs this year. We are continually grateful to the club for investing in our work, and sharing 
the vision we have of sustainable conservation efforts in the region. Here are some highlights of 
what the club has funded:- 
 
#ShareTheShores – our vision of reducing the impact of people and dogs on beach breeding 
birds has taken a big leap with the start of this awareness campaign. In the last few months a 
few key developments have occurred: 

• Info brochures are being handed out at key beaches where birds are breeding. 
• Nesting area signs placed 30m on either side of breeding white-fronted plovers in Na-

ture’s Valley and at Lookout Beach 
• Large beach entrance information boards, designed by Chrissie Cloete, and placed in 

Nature’s Valley, The Dunes, and Lookout Beach. These info boards are locally relevant 
and informative, and the graphics are exquisite! 

• Our Shorebird team are on beaches every day, monitoring nests and engaging the pub-
lic. We have had almost 60 breeding attempts by the plovers so far this season. 

• We have hosted a few public talks on the work we do, for both the shorebird project and 
the fisherman’s impact program we run under the #ShareTheShores banner. 

• We have had feature articles in both the main summer magazines, the Summer Dreams 
mag and the Plett Tourism mag, profiling the #ShareTheShores campaign. We are also 
grateful to Simon and his team at the Fat Fish in Plett, for running an article in his latest 
menu, and including material on the program on their back page kids section. 
 

      
 

Bird ringing – we continue ringing birds every two weeks in the Fynbos, once a month in the 
Bitou wetland, once a term trapping raptor between Kareedouw and George, and of course 
ringing gulls, oystercatchers and plovers on the beaches. The ringing program is funded by 
Knysna Toyota, BirdLife Plett and UKZN. 
 
                            
Birding Masters and Champions Program – this education initiative is fully funded by BirdLife 
Plettenberg Bay. It sees small kids bird clubs run in four local schools, with each school 
partnering with a few bird club members to ensure outings are meaningful, and that children are 
mentored about birds, their identification and their conservation. It is a raging success, and has 
grown to be an important local program. 
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Fynbos research – we have had several postgraduate students continue important research in 
the Fynbos this year. Daniel continues his PhD work, examining the effects of fragmentation on 
ecosystem services, Kellyn is gearing up to hand her MSc on bird pollination in the Fynbos in 
soon, and Jennifer from Mauritius completed a fabulous MSc on the Erica genus earlier this 
year. The club has contributed funds for Daniel to conduct a cutting edge drone survey of 17 
patches of Fynbos, which will be done early next year. 
Once again, almost all our bird research, education or conservation work has seen contributions 
coming in from the BirdLife Plett conservation fund. As a NPO, we are so grateful to those 
members who willingly contribute additional funds to BirdLife Plett, which enables the committee 
to choose meaningful projects to contribute to. There are also several Bird Club members who 
contribute regularly directly to NVT, and we are grateful to each of them! 
I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a blessed Christmas and a wonderful new 
year! 
 
Birding Masters and Champions end year on a high note - Mark Brown 
 
Early December saw the end of year Inter Schools Competition for our Birding Masters and 
Champions Program for 2016. This program currently sees birding champions from 4 local 
schools partnered up with birding masters from Birdlife Plettenberg Bay, who mentor them 
during a series of outings during the year. Each year we aim to learn 40 common species in and 
around Plett. 
 

           
 
Our year end function sees a final outing followed by a birding quiz to ID 20 species, capped off 
with a boerie roll braai and presentation of certificates to all the participants. 
The winners, for the second year in a row, were the birders from Plettenberg Bay Christian 
School, who on average scored 16.5 out of 20 for the quiz. Hot on their heels in second place 
were the birders from Crags Primary with an average score of 16.3. In third place were the 
budding birders from Plett Secondary School. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Formosa 
Primary who were unable to attend due to sad circumstances. 
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Three participants, Jesse and Aviwe from Plett Christian School, and Brittany from Crags 
Primary, scored 100% on the quiz - birders of note! 
The program is funded by BirdLife Plett, as is the end of year function, and we are so grateful to 
them for partnering with us! Many thanks to the Birding Masters who also give freely of their 
time during the year to mentor our Birding Champions! 
Grateful thanks go to Michael Bridgeford, Carol Bridgeford, Bruce Ward-smith, Dawn Pearce, 
Mike Pearce, Geoff McIlleron, Jeanette Powter, George Powter, Daniël Cloete, Chrissie Cloete, 
Rob May, Kellyn Whitehead Barbara de Bruijn and others who made today, and 2016 a 
successful year! 
 
Oystercatchers ROCK! - Mark Brown 
 
Over the course of this summer season, we have once again spent time trapping and ringing 
breeding oystercatchers. This enables us to learn more about these fabulous birds. For 
example, do they breed in the same place each year? Do they breed where they grew up? Do 
they keep the same partner? How long do they live? 
Well, we have got some cool answers to some of these questions recently! Over the course of 
three weeks in November, we have several ringing sessions where we managed to trap several 
adult oystercatchers in Knysna and Plett. Four of the birds had already been ringed, and it was 
here we got some great insight! First up, while conducting some training in Knysna, with folks 
from the Knysna Basin Project, WESSA and Lakes Bird Club, we trapped Two of the birds had 
rings on. Amazingly, both had been ringed as chicks in Knysna by a Mr JP van der Merwe, one 
on the 10 Feb 2001, and the other on the 19 Dec 1998! 
We got two more amazing Oystercatcher retraps a week or so later week, this time on Lookout 
Beach in Plett. One day we trapped a bird ringed 16,5 years ago as a chick on Robberg, and 
later in the week we trapped this bird (below) ringed as a chick in Knysna in March 1998! 
 

           
 
 
More Gulls with Bling - Mark Brown 
 
Each year, the NVT teams up with BirdLife Plett and Cape Nature to ring Kelp Gull chicks at 
some of the colonies in Plett. Over the years, this has resulted in some valuable data being 
generated. We have had several juvenile gulls move around different parts of the coastline. 
While most of the movements have been between Port Elizabeth and Mossel Bay, the most 
impressive one has a been a young gull found dead just north of Durban. We have also 

This 18,5 year old oyk was ringed by the guru himself, 
Prof Phil Hockey. My first research paper on oyks was co-
authored with Phil about a decade ago, and it was 
amazing to trap one of his birds today! The record in the 
Safring database is a whopping 29 years, but we now 
have two of the top ten longevity records for the species. 
We also have some nice movements now between 
Knysna and Plett. 
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frequently found adult gulls dead in Plett, or had them reported to us by club members or other 
members of the public, and it is not uncommon to get data back on rings between 10 and 15 
years old now. 
Early December we joined Cape Nature Ranger Eben Lourens to ring Kelp Gull chicks on the 
main breeding colony in Plett - this is the largest land-based breeding colony in SA, and we 
have managed to ring substantial numbers each year. On the day, the team managed to ring 
around 80 gull chicks, 4 Little Egret chicks and a gorgeous Caspian Tern chick! Since then, we 
have had three smaller sessions ringing on Lookout Beach, where the numbers of breeding 
gulls are growing each year. We have ringed about another 80 chicks there, totaling in excess 
of 160 for the season so far. 

         
 
 
Please note these short visits are under strict controlled conditions, with ringing permits and 
permission from authorities. The breeding colonies are otherwise off-limits to the public. 
 
More fisherman’s bins installed in Nature’s Valley - Mark Brown 
In November, NVT’s Brittany and Kellyn, with assistance from Bitou Municipalities Marco 
Barnardo (NV Superintendent), installed another 5 fisherman's bins around Nature's Valley. 
There is now one at EVERY beach entrance, and two at the Lagoon. 
These bins enable fisherman and other beach users to gather up discarded fishing line and 
hooks, and deposit it safely as they come off the beach. 
 

           

These bins help people safely reduce 
the amount of fishing line off our 
beaches, which hopefully reduces the 
number of bird entanglement issues 
we see on our coastline. NVT collects 
and documents the contents of each 
bin every month, and we can already 
see the big difference it makes! A big 
thanks to John Kieser from Plastics 
SA for arranging these for us! 
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A series of rare birds in the region: 
 
Bridled Tern: 
  

   
 
 
Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin: 
 

   
 
The Scrub Robin continually sang in a low melodious tone, constantly moving from the ground 
in the longish grass to a vantage point on one of the many stumps. Often searched for insects 
down the edge of the pathway, and flew into a tree occasionally. The bird does not like the wind 
- I spent two days in the wind without seeing the bird. After the initial showing of two hours the 
bird was not seen again until later in the afternoon.  
A difficult bird to find, but once seen it stays around for good sightings. 
(The Scrub Robin is divided into two primary races - galactotes, which migrates to Morocco, 
Egypt, Spain and Sinae, and the syriacus race which migrates to Ethiopia, Kenya and Malawi. 
The Birds of Africa set of reference books has a further two races, which are probably not 
applicable here. 
The syriacus race have a slightly more grey-brown back, have grey tone to breast and flanks 
and have more contrasting head markings -Collins Bird Guide to Britain and Europe).  
This seems to fit this bird. 

Cape Recife, Port Elizabeth. Tuesday 9th 
Aug 2016. Bruce Ward-smith and myself 
arrived from Plett JUST in time. We 
managed to view the bird for about 10mins 
and then it was not seen for the rest of the 
day. This particular bird has been visiting 
Cape Recife for the last 8 years at about 
the same time most years. It never stays 
long and is difficult to find. This was our 
2nd attempt to find the bird. It is regarded 
as an uncommon vagrant and habitats the 
open sea.  
 

Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin [aka Rufous 
Bush Robin and Rufous Scrub-Robin]-
Cercotrichas galactotes, initially found by 
Peter Steyn and Andre Demblon at the 
picnic site at Zeekeovlei, Cape Town on 
17th Jul 2016.  
Seen by Carole Bridgeford and myself on 
Sunday 11th September 2016 at 9.30am 
for about two hours.  
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Temminck's Stint: 
 

  

Photos clearly shows distinct specific features:- 
Tail longer then wing tips; Broad white tail sides; Weak supercillium; legs - dull greenish 
yellowish; Bill - tinged paler towards base. We noticed that the bird keeps to the vegetation 
verges and is often under the cover of that vegetation. It also feeds slower than a normal Little 
Stint. 

American Golden Plover: 
 

  

American Golden Plover - Strandfontein Sewage Works, Cape Town, Saturday 10th Dec 2016. 
A very difficult bird to identify! A single bird together with a group of Grey Plovers [GP]. I took a 
sequence of shots of the group as the birds flew. The center bird is the American Golden Plover 
[AGP]!! All the birds with Black Armpits are Grey Plovers. The AGP has a barred rump and the 
GP has a white rump. The GP has a white upper wing bar and the AGP does not. So, 
identification is really by elimination to a large extent! 

 
 
 
 
 

Temminck's Stint, Strandfontein 
Sewage Works, Cape Town, Friday 9th 
Dec 2016 at 14.00hr.  

This little wader breeds in northern 
Europe and Asia and it normally 
migrates to South Asia. It is regarded 
as a very rare non breeding Palaearctic 
migrant 

 

This bird breeds in North America 
and normally migrates to South 
America. Vagrants occasionally 
find their way to Southern Africa. 
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Red-necked Buzzard: 
 

   
 
On Wednesday 14th December 2016, Bruce Ward-Smith, Colin Whylie and myself drove 
through to Stilbay to try and find a very rare bird which had been sighted a few days prior. The 
Red-necked Buzzard, a West African bird has somehow found its way to Stilbay in the Western 
Cape.  It is a juvenile bird and has the typical pale eye of a young Buzzard. The red neck is very 
visible and sets it aside from a juvenile Forest Buzzard.  
It proved to be quite a difficult bird to find as it moved around a lot and only sat out on poles 
when it was looking for something to eat. Normally only active in the early morning.  
 
 
 
 
Some uncommon birds in Plettenberg Bay: 
 
African Pied Wagtail: 
 

 
 
 

The African Pied Wagtail is not normally 
found south of Port Elizabth and is quite a 
rare bird for the Western Cape. A single 
individual was spotted on the launch jetty 
on the Keurboom river and has stayed for 
about a month to date. 
The normal wagtail in Plett is the Cape 
Wagtail which does not have the 
contrasting colours of the Pied Wagtail 
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Booted Eagle: 
 

  
 
 
Pallid Harrier: 
 

          
 
A juvenile Pallid harrier spotted by Mark  Brown and Mike Bridgeford whilst conducting a raptor 
catching exercise on the farm lands above the Prince Alfred Pass on Friday 2nd Dec 2016. A 
very rare bird for the Western Cape and classified as uncommon non-breeding Palaearctic 
migrant. The bird (possibly the same individual) was seen twice over Plettenberg Bay in the 
next few days.  
 
Bar-tailed Godwit: 
 

 

Seen and photographed by Edwin 
Alexander  on 16th Dec 2016 flying 
past his house in Plett. Confirmed 
again by Graham Ebedes twenty 
minutes later. 
This is the first photo of the Booted 
Eagle seen in the Plettenberg Bay 
region. Quite an unusual raptor to see 
in Plettenberg Bay. 
Well done Ed! 

We were very fortunate to see at least 25 Bar-
tailed Godwits off the Anath peninsula (through 
Twin rivers estate). This wader  is a non-breeding 
Palearctic migrant, classified as near-threatened in 
Red Data book.   
This bird was displaying distal rhynchokinesis 
when the photo was taken. Some of these waders 
have the ability to flex their long beaks in a very 
strange manner. Apparently it assists with eating 
its food. 
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Great Egret and Yellow-billed (Intermediate) Egret: 
 
 

          
 
Both the Great Egret and the Yellow-billed Egret have been present at the same time on the 
Bitou Wetlands, and particularly seen off the Anath peninsula. 
Bruce Ward-Smith posted a really good comparison illustrating the differences between the two 
birds. It is not often that  we get these birds present on our wetlands, and they are well worth 
looking out for. 
 
Strange Sightings: 
 
Black-headed Herons: 
 

       
 
Edwin Alexander took these pictures at the Leeuwdril Waterhole in Kgalagadi last month 
(October 2016).  
 



14 
 

Two Black Headed Heron were actually in the waterhole – they were standing quite still as the 
birds, mainly Namaqua Doves and Sandgrouse were coming in to drink round 0830 in the 
morning. To my amazement these Heron then proceeded to attack the drinking birds and in fact 
capture and eat while remaining in the waterhole. This continued over the course of an hour or 
so – the shots show the capture of a Namaqua Dove and a Red-headed finch. 
The heron remained at the waterhole over the three days that I was in the area – the hunting 
continued. At one stage the one heron even chased away a Gabar Goshawk! (see below). 
[ED. It is unusual to see a Black-headed associated with water, and even more unusual to see 
the bird taking advantage of avian prey at a waterhole. Total opportunist!!] 
 

              
                                 Black-headed Heron chasing off Gabar Goshawk 
 
Sanderling: 
 

        
 

Kgalagadi Transfontier Park - 20th October 2016 - Craig Lockhart waterhole.  

The Sanderling is a nonbreeding Palaearctic migrant, flying over great distances from its normal 
breeding place in extreme northern Siberia to feed on the shores of our coastal regions in 
summer. These birds are more often seen in small groups in the coastal wetlands. 
It is most unusual to see this bird in the Kgalagadi and even more unusual to see it next to a 
Blue Wildebeest! 
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Common Greenshank: 
 

  
 
 
Raptor Ringing - a blog by Andrea - an intern student with NVT 
 

Raptor ringing. These two words have been dangled in front of me since I arrived in Nature’s 
Valley. 
Interning for the Nature’s Valley Trust has been my introduction to bird ringing. Mostly we’ve 
trapped small songbirds, the occasional Kelp Gull, and of course White-Fronted Plovers; the 
focus of the project I am working on. 
But raptor ringing is not your everyday thing. It is something of a legend; epic adventures down 
the back-roads of South Africa, searching for birds of prey. Sadly, this legend was not meant to 
come true, as the trap had been broken on the last excursion. No one would be raptor ringing 
anytime soon. 
Of course we really wanted to go, so we begged shamelessly, and after months of pestering, 
the trap was finally fixed, and a date was set. 

 
           A Jackal Buzzard posing nicely 

The trap was a rectangular cage, not much bigger than a large shoe box. The top and sides of 
the cage had dozens of pieces of fishing line attached, all tied as nooses. And in the cage, was 
our dedicated mouse friend, whom we’d named Kumar. 
The idea was that Kumar would run around in the cage and catch the predator’s eye. The raptor 
would then swoop down, land on the cage, and while trying to snatch the mouse, he would get 
his talons caught in the nooses. 

Common Greenshank would normally be 
seen in coastal wetlands and is a very 
common summer visitor to our wetlands in 
the Bitou and Keurbooms.  
It was most unusual to see it at a 
waterhole in the middle of the Kgalagadi 
Trans-fontier Park 

We piled into two vehicles at the break of dawn 
and headed down the road. The aim was to spot 
a raptor sitting somewhere quite visible, like on a 
telephone pole or a fence post. Then we would 
slowly drive past, and without stopping, drop the 
trap along the side of the road. We’d then park in 
the distance, and try not to look too suspicious 
while we waited. 
 

https://albatrossinklings.wordpress.com/2016/12/11/raptor-ringing/
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   Preparing to take measurements and add ring  

Now that all the sciencey explanations are done I can finally tell you how amazingly cool the 
whole day was. It was an adrenaline rush like no other. 

 
   A raptor testing our grip on him  

 You might be picturing something like us tossing these tough, dangerous birds into the air to 
watch them transform into graceful beasts in the sky… It was exactly like that.I took one of the 
raptors legs in each hand, and held the raptor (very tightly) against my chest, with his back 
against me. And on the count of three, I thrust him up into the air, and off he flew, taking only a 
brief moment to right himself in the wind. It was an immensely thrilling moment, as addicting as 
a bungy jump. My heart raced and my legs felt weak. 
 

  

Then we’d race up, and strategically free the 
raptor, being very careful not to get our fingers 
too close to those talons. 
Once we had the raptor in our grasp we would 
give him a shiny metal ring on one leg, and take 
wing, tail, beak, and weight measurements. If 
the raptor is ever re-trapped, the code on the 
ring can be used to look up the information we 
had gathered. It’s a great way to assess the 
health and age of birds, as well as how large 
their territory is. 
 

Every time we rushed up to a trapped bird there was a 
chance it could get away. We moved with urgency, like 
movie cops capturing a suspect on the run. Our targets 
could be highly unpredictable and dangerous, only adding 
to the intensity of the mission. Once we had them in our 
custody we still couldn’t let our guard down. Legend 
warned of lifelong scars from past raptor ringing 
operations, and we were determined to stay safe. 
It was epic. We even used walkie talkies to communicate 
between vehicles. 
We got extremely lucky that day and caught eight birds, 
beating the previous record by one. This meant we each 
got a chance to hold and release a bird. 
 

I hope to do it again before I leave, and I won’t be too 
proud to resort to begging again. 
Note: No harm came to Kumar the mouse, he is an 
adrenaline seeking rebel. 
 



17 
 

  

 



18 
 

 
OUTING TO NATURE’S VALLEY: 22 October 2016 - Geoff McIleron 
 
Between 25 and 30 members joined the outing together with our 2 visiting guests from The Cape Bird Club, 
Vernon Head and Mel Tripp. We split into 2 groups One under Geoff and the other under Rob with one of the visi-
tors in each group and followed the tracks on the east side of the estuary and to the pump house area.  The 
weather was cloudy but fine. 

The timing of the outing was good because the strong calls of the re-
cently arrived migrant cuckoos, Red-chested and African Emerald, were 
pulsing through the forest. The numerous bird calls were livened by the 
occasional ‘pumping’ call of the Narina Trogon. As usual these birds kept 
to themselves well 
hidden from our 
eyes in the dense 
forest foliage. Our 
ears were essential 
aids to identifying a 
wide range of the 
forest birds.  
 
The expertise of 
our visitors in spot-
ting and identifying 
birds quickly be-

came evident. As we prepared to depart from our meeting spot at the SANParks camp site they immediately drew 

Vernon Head draws attention to a forest bird 

(photo: Dawn Pearce) 

The shrill calls of the African Emerald Cuckoo 
echoed loudly through the forest 
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our attention to a number of birds around us, then Vernon suddenly pointed to a fast flying bird against a hill in 
the distance, visible for only a second or two, and instantly identified it as a Peregrine Falcon: too far off to see 
distinguishing markings like head colour. We were amazed and asked him how he distinguished the Peregrine 
from the Lanner Falcon at such a distance. Vernon said that he identified the falcon by the shape of its wings. The 
two visitors added greatly to the success of the outing. 
 
Other than birds, other aspects of the forest ecology elicited interest from the participants: tree species, butter-
flies and frogs were spotted and some identified.  
 
We walked along forest tracks to the Pump House and on the east side of the river. It was an enjoyable and pro-
ductive two and a half hours in the forest with 45 birds identified. After the walk we compared notes and chatted 
over tea or coffee and snacks at the picnic site.  
 
Geoff McIlleron 
Bird list: 
 
Knysna Turaco, Peregrine Falcon, Forest Buzzard, Little Sparrowhawk, Black-bellied Starling, Fork-tailed Drongo, 
Green Wood-Hoopoe, Cape Wagtail, Southern Boubou (H), Black Saw-wing, Narina Trogon (H), Southern Double-
collared Sunbird, Greater Double-collared Sunbird, Amethyst Sunbird, Collared Sunbird, Black-headed Oriole (H), 
African Emerald Cuckoo (H), Red-chested Cuckoo (H), Yellow-billed Duck, Bar-throated Apalis (H), Olive Bush-
Shrike (H), Cape White-eye, Cape Turtle-Dove (H), Tambourine Dove (H), Red-eyed Dove, African Fish-Eagle (H), 
Black-backed Puffback, Speckled Pigeon, Common Sandpiper, Scaly-throated Honeyguide (H), Yellow-throated 
Woodland-Warbler, Cape Batis, Grey Cuckooshrike, Chorister Robin-Chat, Knysna Woodpecker, Olive Wood-
pecker, Forest Canary, Egyptian Goose, Blue-mantled Flycatcher, African Paradise Flycatcher, Sombre Greenbul , 
Giant Kingfisher (H), Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Reed Cormorant, Olive Thrush 
 
 
 
Good Birding! 
 

 Mike Bridgeford   
 

Honorary President Geoff McIlleron 044 531 6657 076 608 6515 
Chairman Mike Bridgeford 044 535 9434 083 266 7634 
Vice-Chairman               Bruce Ward-Smith  082 557 2492 
Treasurer Gavin Ward 044 533 6984 072 301 4917 
Secretary Philip Murton 044 533 5494 072 340 6238 
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