BIRDLIFE TROGONS BIRD CLUB
NEWSLETTER   – FEBRUARY 2018  
From Sandy Olver and the team
Dear Trogon Members
Happy 2018 to everyone!  We hope you have a wonderful year with lots of lovely birding.

Outings
We had some good outings towards the end of 2017, mostly enjoyed by only a few members but still worthwhile – and the birds didn’t notice!

24 September we visited Skyline NR and Uvongo River Conservancy where we identified 37 species, including Trumpeter and Crowned Hornbills.  At Uvongo River we spotted a White-eared Barbet which might be the furthest South we have seen it.

8 October Vernon Crookes delighted us with its wild flowers.  Sandy always maintains she sees more bird activity on the road leading up to the entrance so we took a slow drive, with the occasional walking around and saw 51 species, including Red-faced Cisticola and Brimstone Canary.  We added a further 26 species within the reserve which included a Drakensburg Prinia.

Our visit on 22 October to Port Edward started off, by way of a change, with a walk in the primeval forest by the Old Pont.  At the entrance a Water Thick-knee family were quite at home.  We achieved a list of 24 species on a fairly short circular trail but had expected more – perhaps the birdlife hadn’t returned since the river broke its banks a couple of weeks earlier in the heavy rains.  Moving to Culley Dam we added another 35 to the list, including a Black Crake and Giant and Malachite Kingfishers.  This is always our most popular venue with a count of 23 Homo Sapiens.  Thanks go to Val & Stan for always making us feel at home.

The Burchell’s Coucal Eco-Trail has posted some lovely photos recently on Andrew Pickle’s website, Birds of Southern KZN and when our visit to Umbogavango was postponed due to building operations and our replacement trip to Eston fell through, we were excited to try out this venue.  8 people attended and it proved to be an excellent trail alongside the meandering Illovo River.  A count of 62 birds was achieved, some of which were Little Bee-eater, Jackal Buzzard, African Fish Eagle, Red-throated Wryneck, Goliath Heron and the trail’s namesake, a Burchell’s Coucal.  A week later Sandy and Hazel Nevin spotted the White-fronted Bee-eater which local birders have been noting.

Wakkerstroom was the venue for our summer away-trip and 10 members attended.  It had been nearly 5 years since we last visited and although the weather was overcast and sometimes rainy, this year we achieved a count of 121 over 4 days.  Lucky Ngwenya was our guide for a morning and helped us find some specials, even Stan got a lifer.

Further details of outings can be followed on www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.co.za.  

2018 Outings
	28 January 	06:30	River Valley
	11 February	06:30	Sezela Sugar Mill
	25 February	06:30	NPC Oribi
	3 March	14:30	AGM Sappers Glen
	11 March	06:30	Shongweni 
	19-23 March		St Lucia Away-trip
	25 March	06:30	Bushbuck Trail
	8 April	06:30	Lake Eland 
	22 April	06:30	Ellingham
	13 May	07:00	Umdoni Park, Pennington
	27 May	06:30	Oribi Gorge & Vulture hide

Away-trip to St Lucia
St Lucia is on the agenda for our away-trip from 19-23 March.  St Lucia Wilds has been booked out and some members will be camping or using timeshare.  Barrie Willis will be putting together an itinerary for us as he has been there often.  The Chairs of BirdLife St Lucia and of Richards Bay  have been asked for their input  and invited to join us for outings.

Conservation
· Recycling
Sandy is still investigating her project to provide bins for discarded fishing line on the beach, although they are expensive at R350 each.  She is trying to get a picture of one. The Kiosk run by Pennington Conservancy has declared itself to be “plastic free”,  even the take-away cartons are made of re-used sugar-cane.

· Summer CWAC count
The summer CWAC was done at Harding Dam on our way back from Ingeli Forest on 14 January.  14 species and a total of 79 birds were recorded as compared to 16 species and 99 birds in January the previous year.  The dam was very busy with fishermen and their families and even a jet ski was being used by a farmer on the opposite side.

· Blue Swallows
After our recent visit to Ingeli Forest, we passed by the farm where the Blue Swallows nest and Stan scoped the fields, hoping for signs but there were no swallows of any description were spotted.  We have had no contact from Ezemvelo and have to presume they are covering the area themselves.

Culley’s Dam by Stan Culley
4 new species were recorded recently – an Osprey, Intermediate Egret, African Stonechat and a Red-chested Flufftail.  Black Crake, White-faced Duck and Spurwing Geese all had plenty of young.

Second Chance Avian Rescue from Michelle Pearson’s blog
Some of Michelle’s recently rehabilitated birds are:

· A very angry Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird which somehow landed up in a tin of unknown oil.  A couple of scrubs later with LDC and almost looked as good as new.  It will need a few more scrubs before feather condition is restored and it is well enough for release.  Henceforward known as Angry Bird.
·  A young Spotted Thick-knee, from Bela-Bela! who had a collision with a vehicle in the early hours of the morning in the Limpopo province, had a long drive all the way to SCAR just over two weeks ago.  The bird suffered a minor concussion but  recovered fully, and was released in Oribi Gorge.
· A Common Tern is fighting a good fight after it was found on the beach by members of the public. The bird was severely emaciated and very weak due to exhaustion, most likely a result from stormy weather.  It is now able to handle solid food (fresh fish and additives) and is slowly showing some improvement.  
· An immature male Black Sparrowhawk allegedly collided with a window before it was found running around the swimming pool area at a Uvongo residence, and unable to fly.  X-rays revealed no fractures or dislocation, but  noticeable trauma to the right shoulder. A possible coracoid or muscle/nerve/tendon injury is not ruled out, so the bird will be monitored closely for the next couple of weeks here at SCAR. Thanks to Dr Conradie and Dr Bruggemann at Margate Veterinary Hospital for their time and expertise.
Oribi Vulture Viewing Hide taken from the OVVH fb page
CLASS OF 2017 GRADUATING
The first juvenile fledgling from the Oribi colony was seen at the vulture restaurant on the 16th November and at the vulture bathing facility on the 26th.  Then more and more from the 30th November on the ground.
BATHING FACILITY
Thanks to our trail cams, we have again been able to make a very interesting observation.  During November, heavy rains filled a natural depression on the farm, close to the vulture restaurant, causing a small pan to form.  Despite the presence of this natural water body, our resident colony of Cape Vultures have still preferred to use our constructed bathing facility.  This behaviour can probably be attributed to the safer location of the bath and is also explained by this comment from Walter Neser of AfricanVultures.org. ''In choosing wild bath sites, they will select areas with rocky or sandy shores / substrates over pools with clay or mud, so your bath meets the requirements well''.  Walter also comments ''Baths like this at safe restaurants are an important conservation tool, as the birds do not need to go elsewhere to bathe, which reduces risks''.
For bookings see bookings.vulturehide@yahoo.co.za and for more information click www.vulturehide.blogspot.com.

Farewell to Vic & Kay
In January we bade/bid a fond farewell to Vic & Kay Neilson who are relocating to Himeville in Southern Drakensberg.  They plan to attend the World Choir Games in Tshwane in July, see the Drakensberg Boys Choir in May and spend time at a game reserve with their son and family from Kuwait.  In between Vic will be writing a family history.  They have been Trogons members for many years, particularly enjoying our away-trips.  We will stay in touch and they might join us for our trip later in the year.  This March Kay is celebrating her 80th birthday with a big bash in Hekpoort near Magaliesburg.  Happy Birthday from Trogons, Kay!  And a wonderful retirement to you both.

KZN Forum
Sandy will be attending the KZN Forum this month and will doubtless come back with some interesting information for us.

ADU and SABAP2 (email from Mark Anderson)
Following the financial difficulties at the ADU (Animal Demography Unit) in 2017, there was concern about the future of SABAP2 and other important citizen science projects managed by the ADU.  Fortunately, funding has been secured to maintain the core data capture and analysis processes for most ADU projects for the next two years through an agreement between SANBI and the FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, with support from the Department of Environment Affairs.  

With your ongoing support, SABAP2 will continue to grow. 2017 saw a record number of atlas cards being submitted, from the largest ever number of pentads - thanks in no small part due to the BirdLasser revolution.  Please continue to support SABAP, particularly by contributing full protocol cards from poorly atlassed regions.  
From: The SABAP2 Steering Committee 

 AGM
Please don’t forget, our Annual General Meeting on Saturday, 3 March at 14:30 Sappers Glen.

Kind regards
Sandy Olver and the Team
