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Sithembiso Blessing Majoka 

A field ranger with eThekwini Municipality’s Natural Resources Division since 2006, Sithembiso has been 

involved in the environment and environmental training for most of his professional career. This has 

been the focus of his work, but spend a few minutes with him and you realise that it’s not just a job; his 

passion for the natural world is obvious and infectious. 

 

A glance at Sithembiso’s training and work experience before becoming a field ranger provides insight 

into a person whose interests and experience are very diverse. It was his love for all things botanical that 

led to study at the Natal Herbarium and initially set him on a career path into the environmental sphere. 

Anyone who has walked with him in the veld will vouch for his extensive and detailed knowledge of 

KwaZulu-Natal’s plants and habitats. This fascination for plants is still strong, complementing and serving 

as a backdrop to his birding. His interest in birds also developed at a young age, during his two-hour 

walk to school in rural KwaZulu-Natal, and it has developed into a passion that is obvious on any birding 

outing he leads. He has become a valued member of BirdLife eThekwini KZN, whose extremely 

interesting and deeply philosophical conversations leave fellow members with a new perspective or 

understanding. 

 

Sithembiso is happiest when discovering something new about the natural environment and is always 

questioning. His eagerness to learn from anyone who knows something about a subject is an integral 

part of his nature, yet he is equally happy to share his knowledge and is a fantastic communicator to 

both children and adults. The destruction of wild spaces troubles him deeply and he dedicates much 

energy to promoting the improvement of habitats. His exploration of many of KwaZulu-Natal’s rural 

areas and his profiling of the birds in these areas has opened hearts and minds to the possibilities that 

exist in the province for both birding and conservation. Moreover, his focus on both birds and plants 

makes him a very powerful ambassador for the conservation of birds and their habitats.  


