
KZN BIRDS
 Newsletter of KZN bird clubs

which are affiliated to BirdLife South Africa

November 2018 No 55



KZN BIRDS No 55 KZN BIRDS No 55

November 2018                                  2                                                                  

Front cover: Half-collared Kingfisher by Stan Culley, 
Culley’s dam, Port Edward, May 2018
Desktop Publishing: Crystelle Wilson

Advertising in KZN Birds
   Per issue 
 Front cover logo  R1000  
 Back page colour  R1500  
 Full page inside b&w R 1000  
 Half page  R 500  
 Quarter page  R 250  
 Smalls   R2 per word

The deadline for the next issue
is 1 February 2019

3 Chair’s chirps
 3   BirdLife Trogons 
 7   BirdLife Port Natal
 8   BirdLife Zululand  
 9   BirdLife KZN Midlands  

10 Conservation and projects
 10 Cape Parrot Big Day report
 13 Call for egret sightings 

14 Bird notes and observations
 14 Black-winged Stilt breeding in KZN
 16 Greater and Lesser Flamingoes
 20 Barn Swallow migration analysed
 22 Seen around the province

24 BirdLife news
 24 Citizen scientists in Africa
 26 Birding Big Day 2018

27 Bird trips and outings
 27 Forest birding made easy 

30 Honorary Recorder’s report

33 Club activities
 33 BirdLife Port Natal
 36 BirdLife KZN Midlands
 38 BirdLife Trogons

EDITORIAL CONTENTS

3                                      November 2018                                                             

CHAIR’S CHIRPS

AT a recent gathering the question was 
asked: “what makes you happy?” I had 
no hesitation in replying “birds and their 
calls”. For instance, no matter where you 
are, it is very comforting to wake up in the 
morning and hear the familiar sound of a 
Cape Robin-Chat spelling out its plans 
for the day. Or when you stop for coffee 
on the side of the road in the middle of 
the Karoo and hear a “krraaak-krraak”. It 
is pure joy when you find the pair of Blue 
Cranes flying high overhead, owning the 
limitless space of the skies. This same 
delight is described by a birder seeing a 
Marsh Owl for the first time, see page 22.

There is still so much to learn about 
birds. Digital photography, coupled with 
a good dollop of patience, is a great aid in 
discovering more information about 
them, see the article on flamingoes by 
Hugh Chittenden on page 16 and the 
contribution made by citizen scientists 
pages 10 and 24.

Humans share the world with birds, 
but while they bring us happiness, we 
are capable of destroying theirs with our 
bad habits. By getting to know them 
better, we can treat them with the respect 
they deserve.

Crystelle Wilson

KZN BIRDS
KZN Birds is the newsletter of BirdLife Port Natal, BirdLife KZN Midlands, BirdLife Zululand, BirdLife Sisonke and 
BirdLife Trogons, all branches of Birdlife South Africa, and is published three times a year. Any member of the public, 
whether members of a branch or not, are invited to submit articles for publication. Views expressed in KZN Birds are 
not necessarily those of the editor, the aforementioned clubs or BirdLife SA. All national rarities are subject to 
acceptance by the National Rarities Committee. Submissions are used at the discretion of the editor and may be held 
back for future editions. Contributions can be sent to the Editor, Crystelle Wilson, at crystelle.wilson@gmail.com or 
typed or neatly written and posted to Crystelle at Unit 18, Amber Lee, Private Bag X11, Howick 3290. Good quality, 
high resolution digital photographs are also welcome. 
Telephone: 033 239 0876 or 082 723 5158

T H E  c l u b 
m e m b e r s h i p 
fluctuates around 
t h e  m i d  4 0 s , 
b e t w e e n  n e w 

recruits or people moving away, 
numbering 44 at present. A core of keen 
birders, some experts and good 
photographers, ensures continuity and 
there is a great spirit of camaraderie 
within the club. With two outings a 
month, we try and schedule alternate 
venues to suit both mid-south-coasters 
and the far south, as the distances mean 
early starts and high petrol costs. 
Sometimes only the dedicated few 
attend, at other times we are joined by 
BLPN members.

This season we have had to cancel  

many outings due to dicey weather 
reports and the welcome rain, including 
to Vernon Crookes on Sunday 23 
September. A pity, as we planned to 
include the spring flowers. 

Reports of land grabs at Vernon 
Crookes are unfounded. There was a 
claim on part of the reserve, but the 
community opted for the money instead,  
so Ezemvelo is efficiently in control,  
officers in evidence, maps provided for 
the numerous trails, well-run rustic 
accommodation and a great picnic spot.  
The grasslands and species-rich scarp 
forest produce a variety of bird species,  
though we advise visitors to start birding 
as you leave the tar road – the six km to 
the reserve gate are most rewarding. 

Within the reserve are three species 
of earthworm, look out for the huge casts 

BELOW: Spotted Ground Thrush, TC Robertson Nature Reserve, 
Scottburgh, August 2018

Stan Culley
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of the largest, endemic and endangered 
Microchaetus vemoni. You may also find 
Mike and Lesley Bentley checking 
streams for their ongoing research on 
the endangered Kloof frog.

In June, the club returned to Empisini  
at Umkomaas. We had been advised 
that it was unsafe before, but it is a 
delightful little reserve with a good trail,  
good picnic spot and forest birding. The 
buildings had been vandalised but 
someone (presumably SAPPI/Saicor) is 
cleaning up and maintaining the trails.  
Birds were scarce, probably because of 
all the workers during the week, but it is 
always worth a visit. We ticked 43 
species.

On 8 July the species total was 61 
during the club's second visit to the 
Coucal Trail on the Illovo River. This is a 
gem, behind the old sugar mi l l ,  
comprising river frontage, grasslands 
and reedbeds, with bamboo hides on 
sandy hillocks giving a clear view of the 
river. Hopefully this will remain a good 
birding spot as the South Coast rivers 
are under threat from illegal gill netting. 
The Umkomaas River 
has been hit hard,  
t h o u g h  v o l u n t e e r 
environmentalists are 
doing their best to 
deter the poachers. 
T h e  d i s t r i c t 
conservation officer 
for Ezemvelo KZN 
Wildl i fe, Lawrence 
Shezi, is concerned 
that the rivers are 
being emptied of fish.

Sunday morning 22 
July was wintry and 12 
people braved the cold 
a t  Sky l ine  Nature 
R e s e r v e  a n d  t h e 
U v o n g o  R i v e r 

Conservancy. After years of private 
ownership, Skyline was handed over to 
the Borough of Margate and thence to 
the Natal Parks Board and the current 
custodians, Ezemvelo Wildlife, who 
have slowly returned it to its original 
natural state,  preserving the indigenous 
trees and coastal grassland. The yield 
was 39 species.

The outing on 12 August to the 
Umbogavango and Vumbuka Reserves 
in ‘Toti was attended by 10 people.  The 
count was 77 species, including an Olive 
Woodpecker spotted by Sandi in the 
forest. I am constantly amazed at the 
number and variety of bird life in this 
preserved area of forest, grassland and 
wetland, sandwiched between the 
chemical factory and Galleria shopping 
mall, all due to the perseverance of one 
man years ago. Vumbuka, next to 
Umbogavango, is on an old slimes dam 
successfully rehabilitated, with massive 
trees, a hide over the stream and a good 
lapa.

On 22 August 18 people enjoyed a 
most successful day at TC Robertson 

Nature Reserve on the edge of 
Scottburgh. We hope this small jewel will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t ,  a s  U m d o n i 
Municipality have withdrawn their 
funding and it is dependent on visitor 
fees and the enjoyable Mongoose Tea 
Garden on Wednesday mornings.  
Birders can stroll the river frontage,  park 
at the picnic site, explore the grasslands 
trail and walk the forest path. This is 
where they had good sightings of the 
Spotted Ground Thrush, which was 
featured in the July edition of KZN Birds. 
I saw it at TC years ago in the rain and 
have been looking in vain ever since! 
Hazel van Rooyen gives a lively 
description in her blog
http://www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com 
She photographed the sought-after 
F o r e s t  Q u e e n  b u t t e r f l y  i n  t h e 
grasslands, the striking blue/green on 
the wings of the male created by 
diffraction of light rays. The Renishaw 
churchyard allows excellent views of the 
Crowned Eagle nest, occupied annually. 
On this visit they were nest building, but I 
can now report that she is sitting! The 
bird count was  60 species.

The 9 September visit to Umtamvuna 
Nature Reserve was cancelled, so on 16 
September the Van Rooyens and 
Culleys had an early walk and enjoyed 
the spring flowers.

Stan Culley reports on his dam: “This 
winter the opportunity was taken to 
completely drain the dam, consequently 
birdlife has been on the low side for a 
couple of months. The object of the 
exercise was to rid the dam of the 
troublesome Redbreast Tilapia which 
have devastated the aquatic vegetation. 
Early signs are encouraging, as no fish 
have been spotted as water starts to 
trickle back. During the operation, an 
added bonus was the arrival of an out-
of-range Yellow-billed Stork and a Half-

ABOVE: Yellow-billed Stork,
May 2018, Culley’s Dam, Port Edward

collared Kingfisher (cover picture), 
which were feeding on the abundance of 
fish in the shrinking pools. The low water 
level has attracted three species of 
migrant wader recently, Common 
Greenshank, Common Ringed Plover 
and three Little Stints. The plover and 
stint are new for the list. The Malachite 
Kingfishers are still catching tadpoles 
but no fish have been spotted so far.”

We look forward to the upcoming 
outings – a new exploration into the 
Eastern Cape towards the Mtentu Lodge 
on 14 October;  Eston Sugar Mill on 28 
October; 11 November a day at Culleys' 
dam; Christmas lunch on 2 December at 
San Lameer; 26-30 November to 
Ashtonvale Guest Farm at Bulwer, 
hoping to spend a day at Highmoor with 
a guide.

 Stan Culley

 Stan Culley
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Six recycling bins have been installed 
for discarded fishing l ine on the 
Pennington beaches, but so far the poor 
relation, Park Rynie, has been left out. I 
must still find out about bins at Rocky 
Bay.

The KZN BirdLife Forum at the 
beginning of September produced the 
usual clutch of interesting talks on 
fascinating subjects, followed by the 
meeting of the chairs from the clubs.  
That will be my last formal visit, though I 
hope to attend the Saturday talks in the 
future. It has been most rewarding and 
such a pleasure interacting with people 
like Peter and Anita, Colin, Steve, Mark 
and the BirdLife gang, Lesley, Jenny,  
Crystelle,  Ian and others. Thank you for 
all the information,  fun and friendship.   

Sandy Olver
sandra111@scottburgh.co.za

BELOW: Common Greenshank, 
May 2018, Culley’s Dam, Port Edward

ABOVE: Little Stint, 
May 2018, Culley’s Dam, Port Edward

Pictures by Stan Culley

ALTHOUGH this is my first Chair's Chirp 
in KZN Birds, it will also be my last. Our 
family moved to Durban on a whim two 
years ago with the understanding that 
we will move back to Cape Town after 
four years, but fate had different plans 
for us and we will be moving back to our 
old home at the end of this year. We 
have  en joyed  our  t ime in  KZN 
immensely and will especially miss the 
birds and new friends encountered 
through BLPN. 

Lesley and I have, however, spoken 
to Nicolette Forbes, and I am happy to 
report that Nicky will be the new BLPN 
Chair from the end of December. We are 
very fortunate to have Nicky on board 
and her enthusiasm as well as her solid 
mar ine  and es tuar ine  research 
background will steer BLPN securely 
towards the next 70 years.

Outings
Our outings, especially the Saturday 

outings with Terry and Elena, remain 
very popular. Over the past four months 
club members have visited Pigeon 
Valley, New Germany NR, Bluff NR and 
Tanglewood. 

Sandy and Lesley have also led 
outings on Wednesday mornings to 
Pigeon Valley, Jubilee Park, Durban 
Botanical Gardens and New Germany 
NR, while Rex led a Sunday outing to 
Brettenwood in July. Trip reports and 
photographs can be viewed on our club 
website: www.blpn.org.

Indoor Meetings
We've enjoyed engaging talks and 

fun evenings during our monthly 
Wednesday indoor meetings.

In June, I spoke on my travels through 
Namibia, Botswana and Zambia, while 
Steve Davis coordinated a photographic 
evening in July where members 
contributed and discussed some of their 
favourite bird photographs.

Arnia van Vuuren spoke on the birds 
of the Karoo in August and David Bishop 
entertained our club members in 
September with stories of his travels 
around the country.

As the winter months are now behind 
us and the evenings warm up, I would 
like to urge more of our members to join 
us at these monthly talks, they're well 
worth the effort.

Calendars
Our 2019 calendars have arrived, in 

which we're celebrating 70 years (it's our 
thclub's 70  birthday anniversary in 2019!) 

of colourful birds with Hugh Chittenden's 
wonderful photographs. They're an 
absolute steal at R100.00 each, R90 
each if you buy three or more. If you're 
interested in obtaining copies, please 
contact the BLPN committee.

General
I'm sure everyone in the region has 

heard of Simon Milliken's senseless 
demise. It is a sad loss and our thoughts 
are with his friends and relatives.

Lastly, thanks to all the new friends I 
have made at our club outings, indoor 
meetings and Forum. KwaZulu-Natal is 
a beautiful province with a stunning 
diversity of colourful birds and a variety 
of habitats. My family and I have enjoyed 
our time here in Durban and we look 
forward to meeting you in future again  – 
who knows where, at a twitch, flock at 
sea?

David Swanepoel
082 820 4707
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of habitats. My family and I have enjoyed 
our time here in Durban and we look 
forward to meeting you in future again  – 
who knows where, at a twitch, flock at 
sea?

David Swanepoel
082 820 4707
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WHERE has the year gone? We are now 
past the quieter last vestiges of winter 
without much bird activity, when the 
migrants left early, but as usual, Zululand 
never ceases to amaze, where we are 
blessed with bird abundance. 

We had the privilege once again in 
July to attend an open day at Zimanga 
Private Game Reserve arranged 
specifically for birders (on the way to an 
overnight stay in Mkhuze). Zimanga 
homestead gardens are a sight to 
behold. Beautiful rolling lawns and trees 
grace the centre area surrounded by 
walkways of every conceivable aloe 
around, which of course attract the 
sunbirds – Scarlet-chested, Collared, 
Marico and White-bellied were common 
sightings. 

The homestead is surrounded by the 
private reserve, so plenty of the other 
birds pop in and out of the trees in the 

gardens. What a joy to spend such a 
beautiful day admiring nature at its best. 
Our sighting for the day was 65 species. 
And of course Mkhuze never fails to 
impress with its abundant birdlife and we 
enjoyed an awesome overnight of bird 
club socialisation. 

August saw the early return of our 
beloved Yellow-billed Kites, with the first 
Zululand sighting on 1 August. At our 
August meeting we were privileged to 
host Dr Dieter Oschadleus from Weaver 
Watch, University of Cape Town. He is 
an expert in all things weaver, and his 
topic was: “Tenants, not owners (The 
ecological significance of weaver 
nests).” It was fascinating to say the 
least and I will never not look twice at a 
weaver nest again. This was followed 
the next day by an opportunity to see 
birds up close and personal as he did a 
couple of hours of bird ringing at 
Thulasilekha Pan. Unfortunately the 
weather did not play along, so our bird 
count was 17 birds with 10 species 
caught within the 90 minutes, but it's 

always so special to be 
able to view birds this 
closely. 

Then we were treated 
to not one, but two rare 
bird finds at Umhlatuze 
weir. The first sighting 
was an African Crake, 
followed two days later 
by a Rufous-bel l ied 
Heron. They remained 
for a good few days 
d u r i n g  w h i c h  l o c a l 
twitchers tried to catch 
sight of one or both these 
b i rds.  Sunsets  over 
those days blessed us 
with flocks of over 100 
Reed Cormorants doing 
fly-overs. Then, in a 
matter of three days, the 

spec ia l s  we re  gone , 
moving further north up the 
coast. 

Ou r  Augus t  ou t i ng 
included a visit to Mtunzini 
where highlights included 
the Mangrove Kingfisher 
and  African Finfoot.

Spring arrived and with 
it the beginning of the 
return of the summer 
migrant swallows, Lilac-
breasted Rollers and the 
like. And just to pretty 
much wrap up September, 
we again got the Lesser 
Frigatebird gracing the 
Sandbanks for two days 
before once again being 
blown up the coast and 
sighted at St Lucia the following day. 

Now that it's nearly time to count 
“sleepies” to Christmas, we have two 
more meetings and three more outings 
to enjoy, before taking a little time out. 

In recent months our f r iendly 
relationship with the St Lucia Bird Club 
have grown  and we are becoming more 
involved in each other's outings and 
sightings. They seem to gain what we 
lose in shore birds particularly and we 
benefit when they get blown back down 
the coast. 

Our c lub numbers on out ings 
continues to grow with interested 
newcomers, which always excites me. 
We have already drafted our 2019 
meetings and outings calendar, with 
some exciting new places added to the 
list. I can't wait to experience these. 

I want to thank my committee for their 
support in this past year and I look 
forward to more exciting findings in our 
beautiful Zululand in the months ahead. 

Carole Hills
082 465 6966 

ABOVE: Dr Dieter Oschadleus 
with a Malachite Kingfisher, August 2018

BELOW: Dr Dieter Oschadleus shows a Village 
Weaver to members of BirdLife Zululand during a 

ringing session at Thulasilekha Pan
 Richard Johnstone

 Richard Johnstone

BY THE time you receive this edition of 
KZN Birds, the end of the year will be 
fast approaching and I wish you all a 
wonderful festive season. If you are 
going to be travelling, take care and 
enjoy your time away from home.

Since my last chirp, club members 
have once again enjoyed quality 
speakers at the evening meetings, both 
at Woodgrove and Howick. You will note 
that the speakers for next year will follow 
this trend. Sean Glynn has taken over 
this portfolio and is organising a good 
and varied programme

Thanks to Eve Hughes for organising 
our outings. The numbers attending the 
Wednesday outings continue to grow 
with 20 or more members enjoying their 
birding. The Sunday groups are smaller, 
varying from eight to 12. Gordon Bennett 
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CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

 Report on the 2018 Cape Parrot Big Birding Day

has been leading the Sunday Darvill 
outings for many years and now feels the 
time has come to “retire” as leader and 
let a “younger” member take over the 
reins. I take wish to thank Gordon for 
leading these outings so ably for so long.

thNext year is the 30  anniversary of our 
club and we hope to make this a special 
occasion. Mark Anderson, CEO of 
BirdLife SA, will be our guest speaker at 
the annual general meeting on 23 
February – “Kimberley's Pink Gems” will 
be the title of his presentation. Further 
details will follow once these have been 
finalised.

A very successful BirdLife KZN 
Forum, organised by Colin Summersgill, 
was held on 1 September at WESSA, 
Howick. In attendance were 65 people 
who were treated to presentations  of an 
excellent standard. The format of 
starting slightly later, having fewer, but 
longer, presentations and finishing 
earlier in the afternoon was possibly the 
catalyst for attracting so many interested 

parties.
I will now wear my Chair of Chairs hat.  

Discussion between the KZN clubs on 
the future of KZN Birds in its present 
format has been taking place this past 
year. Rising costs are a major concern 
and at the chairs' meeting held on 2 
September it was a unanimous decision 
that we should go electronic after the 
next two issues. Of the six affiliated 
BirdLife SA clubs in KZN only four 
subscribe to this publication, 90% being 
from BirdLife Port Natal and BLKZNM. 
The positive result of this decision is that 
all the clubs and their members will be 
able to receive the electronic version at 
little or no cost, there will more than likely 
be more content and the photos will be in 
colour. For those members who don't 
have email, do not despair. Our club 
plans to print copies for distribution to 
those members who do not have this 
facility.

Peter Divall
083 263 4169

This the 21st Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 
(CPBBD) and is dedicated to the late 
Olaf Wirminghaus whose PhD work 

on Cape Parrots in the 1990s 
was the catalyst for the annual counts 

Background 

THE Cape Par ro t  (Poicepha lus 
robustus) ,  one of South Afr ica's 
Endangered birds, is the only parrot 
species endemic to the country. Skead 
(1971) highlighted that the numbers of 
Cape Parrots had declined since the 
early 1900s, particularly in the 1950s, 
with wild populations estimated as less 

than a thousand by Boshoff in 1989. This 
raised a number of important questions: 
were these actual declines and if so how 
many Cape parrots were in the wild?

Cape Parrots are nomadic feeders 
with unpredictable movements, so 
standard bird counting techniques are 
unsuitable. Their cryptic colouration, 
combined with dense forest habitats, 
often make them difficult to locate once 
perched, but their loud harsh calls whilst 
in-flight make them conspicuous. They 
are most active during the first few hours 
after dawn and before sunset when they 
leave and return to their roosts in forest 

patches, although during 
misty conditions these 
periods can be extended. 

These characteristics 
allow for a “total count” of 
the parrots. Consequently 
t he  Cape  Par ro t  B ig 
Birding Day (CPBBD), 
initiated in 1998, has been 
held annually since then as 
part of the conservation 
effort of the Cape Parrot 
Working Group. This is the 
l e g a c y  o f  O l a f 
Wirminghaus and the aim 
of the event is to collect 
data on the Cape Parrot 
t ha t  can  be  used  t o 
d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r 
occurrence and obtain an 
accurate population estimate. 

The 2018 count marked the 21st year 
and over the recent years less than 1600 
have been counted in the wild (Downs et 
al. 2014). Factors contributing to the 
parrots’ decline vary in their effects and 
extent at different locations and include: 
the loss or change in the quality of their 
preferred forest habitat; food and/or 
nest-site shortages; illegal poaching for 
the pet trade; disease (especially 
psittacine beak and feather disease 
virus (PBFDV)); avian predators; and 
accelerated climate change. 

The Cape Parrot, a forest specialist, 
is now mainly restricted to patches in a 
mosaic of afromontane southern 
mistbelt forests from Hogsback in the 
Eastern Cape through to the Balgowan 
and Karkloof areas of KwaZulu-Natal 
(KZN); with a disjoint population in the 
Magoebaskloof region of Limpopo 
Province. At certain times of the year 
parrots have been seen feeding on fruit 
in protea patches near forests, gardens, 
orchards or coastal forests. The 
absence of parrots in some forest 

patches during certain periods are not 
local extinctions, but are likely due to the 
absence of food, as the fruiting of their 
preferred yellowwoods may be sporadic 
and absent in some years.

There are relatively few long-term 
biological projects involving volunteers 
in southern Africa. Consequently, the 
annual Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 
(CPBBD) is special. This has been the 
21st year that it has been conducted with 
many volunteers participating year in 
and out. Without this backbone /core of 
people and the others that have come on 
board such an undertaking would not be 
possible. This year the Cape Parrot 
census was highlighted on national 
t e l e v i s i o n  n e w s ,  s h o w i n g  t h e 
importance of a bird unique to South 
Africa and needing protection in our 
"own backyard". It also highlighted the 
importance of the forest patches where 
these birds occur.

CPBBD 2018 

The CPBBD is usually held in April or 
May. This year it was held on 5-6 May 
2018. The CPBBD is generally extended 

ABOVE: Prof Colleen Downs (third from left) with 
some of the Cape Parrot observers involved in the 
CPBBD at a forest near Creighton, KZN, including 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife staff from Coleford 

Photo supplied
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over the Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning of the following day. One reason 
for this is that often weather is poor on 
one of the days. This allows an afternoon 
and a morning estimate. The higher of 
these for each province is then used to 
give the maximum number counted. 

The areas of South Africa covered by 
the count include the Eastern Cape, KZN 
and Limpopo Provinces where Cape 
Parrots occur. This year at least 174 
volunteers were posted at 78 localities in 
the three provinces. Usually when the 
CPBBD is held in April or May the Cape 
Parrots move between forests more and 
often fly to non-forest localities to feed on 
f ru i t  o f  pecan nut  t rees (Carya 
illinoinensis). This makes counting much 
easier and reduces the probability of 
repeatedly counting the same birds. 

At least 1432 parrots were seen 
during the afternoon count while 1294 
were seen the following morning. The 
maximum number of Cape Parrots 
counted was 523 in KZN, 390 in the 
former Transkei, 469 in the former 
Eastern Cape, and 71 in Limpopo 
Province. This suggests that there were 
at least 1453 Cape Parrots in the wild on 
the CPBBD in 2018. This is lower than 
2017, but similar to previous years. The 
numbers are likely fewer because some 
localities were not covered, rather than 
actual declines. On the Sunday, the 
parrots were observed at 75% of 
localities, while on the Saturday at 81% 
of localities. The localities where no 
parrots were observed are ones where 
the birds have been seen previously so 
they need to be covered, although for 
observers nil counts are often very 
n e g a t i v e .  S e v e r a l  o b s e r v e r s 
commented that it was probably the 
warmest CPBBD and several reported 
that the parrots been “quieter” than 
normal. Cape Parrots are generally very 
active on cooler, misty days. 

We are regularly asked to provide 
maps and locations, or summary 
numbers of Cape Parrots for particular 
areas in this report, but we do not, as 
these data may affect where illegal 
capture and trade of Cape Parrots 
occurs. Coordinators can get specific 
information for feedback to their 
volunteers. 

Other highlights 

Cape Parrots are flagship species for 
South Africa's Afromontane/-temperate 
indigenous forest patches and their 
su r round ing  g rass lands .  Many 
observers recorded other endangered 
forest species or ones found in the 
neighbouring grasslands while doing 
their CPBBD observations. 

These included the the Samango 
Monkey (Cercopithecus mitis), and the 
Southern Ground Hornbill (Bucorvus 
leadbeater i ) .  Several  observers 
reported illegal logging and/or hunting of 
wildlife while doing their CPBBD 
observations, which is of concern. 

As in  past  years,  there were 
numerous communities involved in the 
CPBBD. This highlights the importance 
of the project in developing interest, 
knowledge and hopefully, conservation 
awareness. It is an excellent way that 
citizens can contribute to science. 
Several  school  groups assisted 
observers in many of the rural areas. 
The observers in the Langeni/Matiwane 
Region had a get - together  and 
produced a very detailed summary 
report for their area. Noma Mbiza, Rolan 
Venter, Bertus Bouwer and Helen 
Dalton, Department of Environmental 
Affairs (DEA), Indwe Security and 
Starlight Security participants are all 
thanked for their participation and 
detailed observations. 

We are most grateful to all those who 
participated in the CPBBD, especially 

the stalwarts that assist year in and year 
out. We are also most grateful to the 
various co-ordinators and those 
volunteers who have participated for 
many years. We are also grateful for the 
contribution of Border Bird Club, DAFF, 
DEA, Rance Timbers, Sappi and Mondi 
foresters, Indwe Security, and Eastern 
Cape Parks and Tourism Agency and 
Ezemvelo KZN Wild l i fe off ic ia ls 
(particularly those from Coleford Nature 
Reserve), and the Armours who host the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal students  
near Ingeli. 

Colleen T. Downs
Cape Parrot Working Group Chair
Eebee Ally and Preshnee Singh 
School of Life Sciences, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Private Bag X01, 
Scottsville, 3209, South Africa
downs@ukzn.ac.za

RELATIVELY little is known about 
aspects of the ecology of Western Cattle 
Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) and various 
heron species on farmlands and in 
urban areas of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Consequently Jennifer Cele is 
investigating this as part of her masters 
degree. She is registered in the School 
of Life Sciences, University of KwaZulu-
Natal, Pietermaritzburg Campus under 
the supervision of Prof Colleen Downs. 

In particular, the roost sites, habitat 
use, home range and feeding habits of 
these species on farmlands and in urban 
environments are being investigated.

One roosting site in Pietermaritzburg 
i s  k n o w n  a s  “ B i r d 
Sanctuary” but further 
roosting sites on farmlands 
and in urban areas need to 
be identified. Any sightings 
of Western Cattle Egrets 
and various heron species 
(especially their roosting 
and feeding si tes) on 
farmlands and in urban 
areas of KwaZulu-Natal 
would be appreciated. 

Please contact Jennifer 
Cele on 
jcele01@gmail.com  or 
downs@ukzn.ac.za or 
telephone 033 260 5127 
during office hours.

Jennifer Cele 
MSc candidate
University of KwaZulu-Natal
Pietermaritzburg

Call for sightings 
of egrets 

and herons

BELOW: Western Cattle Egrets
with a cow in a field near Nottingham Road 

in the KZN Midlands, September 2018
Crystelle Wilson
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Colleen T. Downs
Cape Parrot Working Group Chair
Eebee Ally and Preshnee Singh 
School of Life Sciences, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Private Bag X01, 
Scottsville, 3209, South Africa
downs@ukzn.ac.za

RELATIVELY little is known about 
aspects of the ecology of Western Cattle 
Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) and various 
heron species on farmlands and in 
urban areas of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Consequently Jennifer Cele is 
investigating this as part of her masters 
degree. She is registered in the School 
of Life Sciences, University of KwaZulu-
Natal, Pietermaritzburg Campus under 
the supervision of Prof Colleen Downs. 

In particular, the roost sites, habitat 
use, home range and feeding habits of 
these species on farmlands and in urban 
environments are being investigated.

One roosting site in Pietermaritzburg 
i s  k n o w n  a s  “ B i r d 
Sanctuary” but further 
roosting sites on farmlands 
and in urban areas need to 
be identified. Any sightings 
of Western Cattle Egrets 
and various heron species 
(especially their roosting 
and feeding si tes) on 
farmlands and in urban 
areas of KwaZulu-Natal 
would be appreciated. 

Please contact Jennifer 
Cele on 
jcele01@gmail.com  or 
downs@ukzn.ac.za or 
telephone 033 260 5127 
during office hours.

Jennifer Cele 
MSc candidate
University of KwaZulu-Natal
Pietermaritzburg

Call for sightings 
of egrets 

and herons

BELOW: Western Cattle Egrets
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Black-winged Stilt breeds 
near Pietermaritzburg

BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

IT was with some surprise and delight 
that I discovered the presence of a small 
gathering of 10 Black-winged Stilt 
Himantopus himantopus breeding close 
to Pietermaritzburg in September 2017. 
The drought at the time had created 
optimal conditions at a rapidly drying out 
and nutrient-rich dam. 

Information was scant about the 

species breeding in KwaZulu-Natal, 
neither Roberts V11 nor Warwick 
Tarboton’s book, “Nests and Eggs”, 
shed any light. However, Richard Dean 
listed data from 23 nest records in his 
1971 publication on the “Breeding Birds 
of Natal and Zululand”. Of interest was 
the late date these stilts were breeding: 
18 September when initially found 

(breeding was given as April to 
September with peak in May). 

F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
uncovered breeding records from 
Nsumo Pan at Ndumu Game 
Reserve, St Lucia, Mkhuze and 
the Northern Sewage works in 
Durban. The only breeding 
recorded in the Pietermaritzburg 
area seems to be of two pairs at 
Darvill Sewage Works in 1995 
(Bowker, M. 1995. Blue Swallow 
8(1):5).

I decided to monitor their 
progress as their timing was 
spontaneous and opportunistic 
and tenuous. Observations were 
done from the main Greytown 
Road w i th  b inocu la rs  and 
telescope and copious photos 
were taken. I was constrained by 
distance and inaccessibility to the 
private land .

The stilts were monitored over 
10 visits about three days apart,  
culminating in mid October when 
the dam suddenly filled with 
spring rain. 

Over this period the sti l t 
numbers rose from 10 initially to a 
final tally of 29. From the first two 
p a i r s ,  a  f u r t h e r  s i x  p a i r s 

commenced nesting 
and incubating as water 
levels dropped rapidly 
before the rain came. 
Nests were in two forms, 
comprising of shallow 
scrapes on dry cracked 
mud and the more usual 
nests in shallow water 
built up with waterweed. 
I  d idn ' t  know when 
incubation had started, 
b u t  b e f o r e  l o n g  a 
number of diminutive, 
bare ly  percep t ib le , 
downy  g rey  ch icks 
appeared on the dried 
mud. Precocious and 
adventuresome, they 
were defended vigorously by the 
parents .

At the point when a maximum of eight 
nests were being incubated, disaster 
struck. During the night of 1 October 
cattle ventured into the area with most 
nests. I was greeted the following 
morning by the sight of a number of eggs 
scattered over the mud and several 
nests trampled. In the depressions left 
by the hoof-prints 10 stilts had strangely 
settled, looking for all the world as if the 
stressful events of the night had 
triggered a strange, mass broodiness in 
sympathy with their kin who had lost 
their nests.  However  this proved to be a 
temporary response and on my next visit 
these birds had moved .

 The dam conditions attracted many 
other species of birds and it was 
interesting to watch the varying inter-
reactions with the stilts. The fluffy young 
of Cape Shoveller, Egyptian Geese and 
Yellow-billed Duck were tolerated and 
could often be seen in groups dozing 
around the incubating stilts. The 
Blacksmith Lapwing, rearing its own 
young on the drying shore-line, was 

BELOW: Black-winged Stilt nests near 
Pietermaritzburg in September 2017. 

The pictures show a nest scrape
in dried mud (top) and 

a built up nest on water (below) 

Pictures by Ingrid Weiersbye

stalked and dive-bombed, particularly 
when the tiny stilt chicks ventured 
nearby. The Three-banded Plovers were 
given short-shrift, but the most detested 
of all was the African Darter, providing 
some amusing interactions where the 
stilt would rise up as tall as possible on 
f lexed p ink  legs ,  mant l ing  and 
endeavouring to loom above the 
intruder. A sudden influx of African 
Jacanas, once the water levels had 
risen, coincided with increased numbers 
of baby stilts wandering over the water-
weed, and resulted in fierce adult 
confrontations.

W i t h  t h e  r a i n  a r r i v i n g  a n d 
transforming the dam, I was left 
wondering how on earth these tiny balls 
of fluff would survive, so it was with joy 
and relief that several days later I was 
able to detect, albeit with difficulty and a 
telescope, several tiny chicks at the far 
side of the dam with watchful parents .

I wish to thank Greg Davies for 
helping with the historic records.

Ingrid Weiersbye
Hilton

ABOVE: A Black-winged Stilt
confronting an African Darter

Ingrid Weiersbye
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Greater and Lesser Flamingoes
EVER wondered why Greater Flamingoes stomp their feet while feeding and Lesser 
Flamingoes don't? Well, the two species have completely different diets. Greater is a 
carnivore and Lesser is a herbivore and it's these pronounced interspecific 
differences that allow the two species to co-exist and exploit aquatic resources 
without competition. Before answering the above question, let me keep you in 
suspense a bit longer and first look at the two species found in this region.

Getting back to diet differences, Greater Flamingo (ABOVE LEFT) virtually 
“bottom” feeds, often with its head totally immersed, while Lesser Flamingo (ABOVE 
RIGHT) surface feeds and there are good reasons for this.

Because Greater Flamingo is carnivorous, feeding to a great extent on brine 
shrimps, molluscs and other crustaceans, it uses foot stomping to scare and chase 
these aquatic organisms towards its bill. Note how its left foot (PICTURE 1 TOP 
NEXT PAGE) churns the water to disturb prey. It then uses its powerful tongue to act 
as a sort of piston, to pump water in and out of its bill.

During the discharge of water (tongue in forward motion), prey such as brine 
shrimps are trapped in the lamellae – fine tooth-like rubbery filaments on the side of 
the bill. The perfect solution to catching minute live aquatic organisms (PICTURE 2).

ABOVE: Greater Flamingo and BELOW: Lesser Flamingo

BELOW: A comparison between the bills, Greater left and Lesser right

ABOVE: Greater Flamingo age differences, adult left and juvenile right
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T h e  i m a g e  f o l l o w i n g 
(PICTURE 3), shows a juvenile 
Greater Flamingo sucking water 
(tongue withdrawing). On the 
right, water is forcefully ejected 
(tongue pushing forward) so that 
any invertebrates sucked into 
the mouth cavity are then 
t r a p p e d  b y  t h e  l a m e l l a e 
filaments on the sides of the bill, 
that act as a sieve. 

Brine shrimps occur mainly in 
very saline waters, such as salt 
pans. After the rainy season 
when water in the pans has 
evaporated, brine shrimp eggs 
in their billions are left on the 
salty, dry surfaces. In the 
following season, after rainfall, 
the eggs hatch within 24 hours 
and start feeding straight away.  
After a few weeks, when they 
are adults and have grown to 
between 1 and 1.5 cm, they start 
producing eggs.

In some parts the world, 
thousands of tons of eggs are 
harvested, sorted and packaged 
for sale to fish and prawn 
hatcheries world wide. The dried 
eggs are hatched and fed as a 
h igh ly  nut r i t ious feed for 
hatchlings. (PICTURE 4)
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ABOVE: Picture 1 
BELOW: Picture 2 

BELOW: Picture 3 

BELOW: Picture 4 

The pink or reddish color in flamingoes comes from carotenoids in their diet: both 
animal and plant. The greater the intake of carotenoids, the pinker the birds become, 
as shown by the birds on the right hand side of both images above.    

The feeding technique in Lesser Flamingo is much the same, with the tongue used 
as a “piston” to suck in and then discharge water. However, they feed mainly on 
plankton Cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) and also diatoms. 

The algae particles are trapped in the microscopic hairs of the lamellae (much 
finer than those of Greater Flamingo). Because this algae needs light, it tends to be 
more concentrated near the water surface, and that's why Lesser Flamingoes only 
tend to draw water from the upper surface of water bodies. A Lesser Flamingo 
requires about 60 g per day of blue-green algae and even where algae 
concentrations are high, they usually feed for at least 12 hours a day (they can feed 
day or night).

So, with algae as their main diet, no foot stomping is required with Lesser 
Flamingoes. 

I am grateful to Guy Upfold for supplying the brine shrimp egg images and 
information. 

All the photographs were taken at Walvis Bay, September 2018.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

ABOVE: Greater Flamingo (left) and Lesser Flamingo (right)

BELOW: Lesser Flamingo feeding on algae
All pictures by Hugh Chittenden
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ABOVE AND BELOW: Adult, immature 
and juvenile Barn Swallows

Pictures by Hugh Chittenden

IF you live in the eastern parts of 
southern Africa and you have 
visions of “your” Barn Swallows 
breeding under a quaint little 
cottage in England or France, 
you'll have to re-think when you 
s e e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v e r y 
interesting data. 

A paper recently published by 
Marc Burman, Les Underhill et 
al of the ADU (details below), 
shows Barn Swallow ringing 
results between 1954 and 2011.

Data from Barn Swallows 
ringed in the following four 
regions of South Africa was 
analysed.
1. KwaZulu-Natal.
2. Gauteng.
3.Eastern parts of Northern 
Cape.
4. Western Province.

Recover ies  f rom these 
regions were allocated to three 

Barn Swallow migration analysed breeding zones in the Palearctic breeding 
region. You'll see from the map below that 
most recoveries from KZN birds ended up in 
the eastern European zone  and Asia. 

Eighty percent of the Gauteng swallows 
ended up in the central zone.

Interesting to see that the Northern Cape 
birds ended up in the central and western 
zone.

Birds ringed in the Western Cape are 
spread almost equally through the three 
zones.

Fascinating information.  Authors of this 
work from the ADU are to be congratulated 
for bringing to the fore the results of 57 
years of Barn Swallow ringing.

I thank Peter Steyn for forwarding this 
published paper to me, and to the authors of 
the paper, and Animal Demography Unit at 
the University of Cape Town, for allowing 
me to spread the details of this analysed 
data.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

Burman, Marc 2016. Citizen science reveals 
complex changes in Barn Swallow phenology 
in South Africa over three decades.
PhD, University of Cape Town
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Seen around the province
MARSH OWL

IN October there were several 
sightings of Marsh Owl at Midmar 
D a m  n e a r  H o w i c k .  A d a m 
Cruickshank of Amanzimtoti, who 
was birding with Tyron Dal l , 
described his sigthing as “by far the 
best experience that I have had 
since I started birding”. Brian Ellison 
of Howick reported seeing eight 
birds during one outing to the dam. 
The picture (right) was taken by 
Paul Bartho of Howick.

LESSER FRIGATEBIRD

AN immature Lesser Frigatebird was reported in St Lucia and early in October. Paul 
and Sally Bartho of Howick decided on a whim to go looking for it. They had no luck at 
first, but while watching Swift Terns that had settled at the end of the lagoon, the 
frigatebird came flying along purposefully. However, it was not the terns which it was 
after, but a very large Pink-backed Pelican. It appeared straight in line with them and 
the photos he got show the comparative wing sizes of the two birds. Despite adverse 
weather during their time in St Lucia, they managed to identify 107 bird species.

SOUTHERN GIANT PETREL

A YOUNG Southern Giant Petrel was found washed up 
at Mtunzini beach on 20 September. This bird was 
collected by Norma Rautenbach and given to the bird 
department at the Durban Natural Science Museum. It 
was confirmed as a Southern Giant Petrel by David 
Allan, the curator of birds. This 3.6 kg bird has a 
wingspan of two metres. Note the broomstick placed as 
a size comparison in the photograph above. The 
diagnostic feature of these petrels is the pale greenish 
tip to the bill (pale reddish in Northern Giant Petrel, 
which is far less common off the east coast). Giant 
Petrels, like albatrosses, have three toes and webbed 
feet. These large seabirds have no need for a hind toe, 
unlike most land birds.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

Paul Bartho

Paul Bartho

COMMON AND HARLEQUIN QUAIL

DIFFICULT to photograph, this male 
Common Quail (right) was a first for Hugh 
Chittenden and it only stood still for a 
couple of seconds. Easier were the male 
and female Harlequin Quails (below). 
Pongola, October 2018.

All pictures Hugh Chittenden
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People power: citizen scientists fill the 
information gaps for African birds

EVERY day, thousands of people 
around the world head outdoors, 
binoculars slung around their neck, and 
walk through their neighbourhood or 
head out to local parks and reserves, 
spotting and enjoying birds. International 
events – like EuroBirdwatch (6-7 
October 2018), Global Big Day (6 
October 2018) and World Migratory Bird 
Day (13 October 2018) – capitalise on 
this interest by adding a competitive 
element and encouraging people to 
record as many birds as they can in a 
standardised way.

These organised events are just one 
part of efforts around the world to 
engage volunteers in citizen science, 
and more specifically in bird monitoring. 
The idea behind these projects is simple: 
the more we know about birds – where 
they are, how many there are, and what 
they are doing – the better we can 
protect them and their habitats. By their 
nature, many of the world's best-known 
and most popular birds are common and 
widespread, occurring in habitats where 
people live, work and play, such as 
gardens, parks, farmland and woodland. 
This makes them ideal subjects for 
monitoring by citizen scientists.

“Getting enough people in a big 
enough area to walk a particular route 
and count the birds they see – in the 
same way, at the same time of day, at the 

same time of a year – tells us a lot about 
how these species are doing”, says Ian 
Burfield, Global Science Coordinator at 
BirdLife International. “And the fact that 
birds are such good indicators of 
biodiversity in general means that the 
bird trends revealed by these volunteers 
can tell us a lot about the state of the 
wider environment”.

This information can be so reliable 
that bird population monitoring schemes 
are  used to  measure  how wel l 
biodiversity targets and sustainable 
development goals are being met. In 
Europe, for example, the farmland bird 
index produced by the EBCC/BirdLife 
P a n - E u r o p e a n  C o m m o n  B i r d 
Monitoring Scheme (PECBMS) has 
been adopted by the EU and many 
countries as an official indicator of 
sustainable rural development, and is 
used to help calculate agri-environment 
payments to farmers.

However, it is much easier to gather 
reliable citizen science data in some 
areas than others. While 28 European 
countries run national bird monitoring 
schemes contributing to the PECBMS, 
and more than 46 million Americans 
consider themselves birdwatchers, 
comparable data can be hard to find 
outside Europe and North America. This 
is largely due to a lack of resources for 
monitoring, and a general view that it is 
not possible to collect such data in 
tropical countries with no history of 
monitoring.

This perception is challenged by the 
results of a study published recently in 
the journal Oryx, showing that bird 
monitoring schemes using volunteers 

have been established successfully in 
Botswana, Kenya and Uganda through 
a project involving four BirdLife Partners 
(RSPB, BirdLife Botswana, Nature 
Kenya and Nature Uganda) and BirdLife 
International. Starting in 2009, each 
African Partner received technical 
support and modest funding to cover the 
salary of a national coordinator and the 
costs of some printed materials and 
training workshops to raise awareness 
and build capacity. Twice a year, in 
January/February and July/August, 
trained volunteers in each country set 
out to record as many birds as possible 
along a fixed two kilometre transect, 
reporting their data to the national 
partner.

“The provisional results from the first 
five years of monitoring suggest an 
increase in  b i rd  popula t ions in 
Botswana, but a decrease in Uganda”, 
says Kariuki Ndang'ang'a, Acting Head 
of Conservation Division for BirdLife 
Africa. “The project has been a vital 
proof of concept, demonstrating that it is 
possible to set up and run such schemes 
in Africa, and that they can deliver policy-

relevant results.”
The project has also succeeded on a 

more local scale, by helping to engender 
an interest in birds within communities.

“ T h e  p r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n 
instrumental in developing citizens’ 
interest in and knowledge of birds, 
especially among rural community 
groups”, says Keddy Moleofi, Bird 
Population Program Monitoring Officer 
at BirdLife Botswana. “Some even take 
the initiative of further increasing their 
bird knowledge – our office regularly 
receives calls from people enquiring 
about bird species they have seen”.

The challenge now is to ensure 
ongoing funding for these three 
schemes, and to secure resources to 
upscale the initiative by replicating it 
across Africa and beyond. Initial funding 
and technical support for the project 
were provided largely by the RSPB. 
While the success of the project shows 
that such monitoring schemes can be 
established and maintained for modest 
investment, this funding must come from 
other sources now – the onus being on 
national governments, who need such 

ABOVE: Participants in the bird monitoring scheme in Botswana in action

BIRDLIFE NEWS

Not all countries have the resources 
to conduct big scientific surveys. 

A pioneering new project across three African 
countries proves that local volunteers 

are an effective way to monitor the health of 
birds and the habitats they live in

Bathusi Letlhare



November 2018                                       24                                                              

KZN BIRDS No 55 KZN BIRDS No 55

    25                                  November 2018     

People power: citizen scientists fill the 
information gaps for African birds

EVERY day, thousands of people 
around the world head outdoors, 
binoculars slung around their neck, and 
walk through their neighbourhood or 
head out to local parks and reserves, 
spotting and enjoying birds. International 
events – like EuroBirdwatch (6-7 
October 2018), Global Big Day (6 
October 2018) and World Migratory Bird 
Day (13 October 2018) – capitalise on 
this interest by adding a competitive 
element and encouraging people to 
record as many birds as they can in a 
standardised way.

These organised events are just one 
part of efforts around the world to 
engage volunteers in citizen science, 
and more specifically in bird monitoring. 
The idea behind these projects is simple: 
the more we know about birds – where 
they are, how many there are, and what 
they are doing – the better we can 
protect them and their habitats. By their 
nature, many of the world's best-known 
and most popular birds are common and 
widespread, occurring in habitats where 
people live, work and play, such as 
gardens, parks, farmland and woodland. 
This makes them ideal subjects for 
monitoring by citizen scientists.

“Getting enough people in a big 
enough area to walk a particular route 
and count the birds they see – in the 
same way, at the same time of day, at the 

same time of a year – tells us a lot about 
how these species are doing”, says Ian 
Burfield, Global Science Coordinator at 
BirdLife International. “And the fact that 
birds are such good indicators of 
biodiversity in general means that the 
bird trends revealed by these volunteers 
can tell us a lot about the state of the 
wider environment”.

This information can be so reliable 
that bird population monitoring schemes 
are  used to  measure  how wel l 
biodiversity targets and sustainable 
development goals are being met. In 
Europe, for example, the farmland bird 
index produced by the EBCC/BirdLife 
P a n - E u r o p e a n  C o m m o n  B i r d 
Monitoring Scheme (PECBMS) has 
been adopted by the EU and many 
countries as an official indicator of 
sustainable rural development, and is 
used to help calculate agri-environment 
payments to farmers.

However, it is much easier to gather 
reliable citizen science data in some 
areas than others. While 28 European 
countries run national bird monitoring 
schemes contributing to the PECBMS, 
and more than 46 million Americans 
consider themselves birdwatchers, 
comparable data can be hard to find 
outside Europe and North America. This 
is largely due to a lack of resources for 
monitoring, and a general view that it is 
not possible to collect such data in 
tropical countries with no history of 
monitoring.

This perception is challenged by the 
results of a study published recently in 
the journal Oryx, showing that bird 
monitoring schemes using volunteers 

have been established successfully in 
Botswana, Kenya and Uganda through 
a project involving four BirdLife Partners 
(RSPB, BirdLife Botswana, Nature 
Kenya and Nature Uganda) and BirdLife 
International. Starting in 2009, each 
African Partner received technical 
support and modest funding to cover the 
salary of a national coordinator and the 
costs of some printed materials and 
training workshops to raise awareness 
and build capacity. Twice a year, in 
January/February and July/August, 
trained volunteers in each country set 
out to record as many birds as possible 
along a fixed two kilometre transect, 
reporting their data to the national 
partner.

“The provisional results from the first 
five years of monitoring suggest an 
increase in  b i rd  popula t ions in 
Botswana, but a decrease in Uganda”, 
says Kariuki Ndang'ang'a, Acting Head 
of Conservation Division for BirdLife 
Africa. “The project has been a vital 
proof of concept, demonstrating that it is 
possible to set up and run such schemes 
in Africa, and that they can deliver policy-

relevant results.”
The project has also succeeded on a 

more local scale, by helping to engender 
an interest in birds within communities.

“ T h e  p r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n 
instrumental in developing citizens’ 
interest in and knowledge of birds, 
especially among rural community 
groups”, says Keddy Moleofi, Bird 
Population Program Monitoring Officer 
at BirdLife Botswana. “Some even take 
the initiative of further increasing their 
bird knowledge – our office regularly 
receives calls from people enquiring 
about bird species they have seen”.

The challenge now is to ensure 
ongoing funding for these three 
schemes, and to secure resources to 
upscale the initiative by replicating it 
across Africa and beyond. Initial funding 
and technical support for the project 
were provided largely by the RSPB. 
While the success of the project shows 
that such monitoring schemes can be 
established and maintained for modest 
investment, this funding must come from 
other sources now – the onus being on 
national governments, who need such 

ABOVE: Participants in the bird monitoring scheme in Botswana in action

BIRDLIFE NEWS

Not all countries have the resources 
to conduct big scientific surveys. 

A pioneering new project across three African 
countries proves that local volunteers 

are an effective way to monitor the health of 
birds and the habitats they live in

Bathusi Letlhare



November 2018                26                                                                  

KZN BIRDS No 55 KZN BIRDS No 55

27                          November 2018                                                            

Easy access to forest yields good birding

BIRD TRIP: BIRDER-FRIENDLY VENUE

WHEN my friends, Arnia van Vuuren 
and Sean Swarts of Durban, were 
invited to a wedding in the KwaZulu-
Natal Midlands in September, they 
decided to try out a BirdLife South Africa 
birder-friendly establishment for the 
weekend. I was invited to join them for a 
morning’s birding at Bramleigh Manor in 
the hinterland beyond Rosetta and 
Nottingham Road.

Not knowing what to expect, it was a 
pleasant experience to be greeted by 
bird calls accompanying one all along 
the drive towards the homestead 

nestled on the edge of a patch of 
indigenous forest.

The family-owned farm is run by 
Andre and Kait Kauerauf. The young 
couple specialise in growing organic 
vegetables and fruit and free-range 
chickens and eggs. There is a variety of 
accommodation on offer.

The garden itself produced a number 
of birds on the way to the gate that leads 
to a walk through the forest. It did not 
take long before we began listing forest 
specials like Dark-backed Weaver, Bush 
Blackcap, Chorister Robin-Chat, Forest 

BELOW: Chorister Robin-Chat, September 2018,
Fort Nottingham, KZN Midlands

Sean Swarts

data to inform their national policy 
decisions, and to report on their efforts to 
meet international commitments to 
conserve biodiversity.

“It is encouraging that Botswana, 
Kenya and Uganda all now have 
structured bird monitoring programmes 
in place”’ says Simon Wotton, Senior 
Conservation Scientist at RSPB and 
lead author of the paper. “We hope that 
this will encourage other countries to 
invest in well-designed, citizen science-

based biodiversity monitoring for birds. 
The value of the information collected 
can only increase as more countries 
share common standards, knowledge 
and data outputs, as has occurred in 
Europe and North America, where 
cooperation has formed the basis for 
important research”.

Margaret Sessa-Hawkins
Digital Communications Officer 
BirdLife International

BIRDLIFE South Africa's 34th Birding 
Big Day (BBD) will take place on 
Saturday 24 November 2018. 

Participants can participate in one of 
two categories:

Open Category
The rules for this category are: The 

maximum area that can be visited is an 
area within a radius of 50 km. Record all 
the bird species seen or heard during a 
24-hour period from midnight on Friday 
23 November to midnight on Saturday 
24 November 2018. Teams can consist 
of a maximum of four members. Only 
free-flying birds may be recorded (i.e. no 
caged birds). The majority (for example 
two out of three or three out of four) of the 
team members have to agree on a call or 
sighting. Teams are requested to limit 
the use of callback to attract birds to an 
absolute minimum (preferably avoiding 
using callback at all). This is especially 
true when birding in a nature reserve or 
national park or targeting threatened bird 
species.

Community Category
The rules are the same, but this 

category caters for large groups, such as 
bird clubs, who want to enjoy the day 
birding together. There is no limit to the 
number of team members. A team leader 
must be selected who will be the main 

contact person. 
Teams are invited to log their 

sightings on the mobile app BirdLasser. 
The sightings will automatically be 
displayed on a dedicated BirdLasser 
Birding Big Day event page. In order to 
participate, one member of the team 
must enter the data on BirdLasser while 
birding. 

During the day, the challenge page 
will automatically update as teams 
record their sightings, thus adding to the 
excitement of the day. Progress will be 
reported in social and other media. For 
more information about BirdLasser, visit 
w w w. b i r d l a s s e r . c o m  o r  e m a i l 
support@birdlasser.com.

Registration for Birding Big Day
You need to register for Birding Big 

Day before the event by completing the 
online form. There is no entry fee, but a 
minimum donation of R300 is required to 
qualify for a BirdLife South Africa Birding 
Big Day 2017 cloth badge. Please note 
that only four cloth badges will be 
produced per team of four members. For 
teams with more than four members an 
additional R45 will need to be paid per 
team member.

BirdLife South Africa
http://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-big-day

Birding Big Day 2018
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HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

celebrity Malagasy Pond Heron at 
Phinda and a couple of  Lesser 
Frigatebirds cruising up and down the 
coast. A Capped Wheatear (or two?) 
was also a star attraction at Darvill Bird 
Sanctuary for several weeks.

GREETINGS to all birders. The rarities 
have now started to pick up since the 
arrival of spring and some good rains, 
although many of the migrants are still to 
arrive. Of particular interest in this report 
is a pair of African Skimmers at Ndumo 
Game Reserve, the return of the 

KZN RARITIES ACCEPTED

THE KZN Rarities Committee has been busy in the last couple of months and the 
following KZN records have been accepted by the committee since the June 2018 
Honorary Recorder's Report.

Canary, Olive Bushshrike and Knysna 
Turaco. Yellow-throated Woodland 
Warbler and Olive, Golden-tailed and 
Cardinal Woodpeckers were also 
marked present.

Insistent, sibilant noises drew our 
attention to Grey Cuckooshrikes moving 

in the canopy and after a little while 
w e  r e a l i s e d  w e  n e e d e d  t o 
distinguish between two different 
types of “jig-zwee” calls: Blue-
mantled Crested Flycatcher was 
there as well as the to-be-expected 
African Paradise Flycatcher, freshly 
returned from migration.

Higher up the hill, the path opens 
out on to a patch of grassland. It was 
recently burnt and we didn’t walk too 
far into the veld, but no doubt, in 
summer it should yield a scatter of 
species such as cisticolas and the 
l ike. A Yellow-bil led Kite was 
wheeling overhead.

Arnia and Sean heard African 
Wood-Owl overnight and they also 
added Narina Trogon to their list 
before return ing home,  very 
satisfied with their excursion.

Crystelle Wilson
Howick

Bramleigh Manor, Fort Nottingham
033 266 6903 
bramleighmanor@gmail.com

ABOVE: Grey Cuckooshrike
Sean Swarts

BELOW: Cape Batis,
female left and the male right.

Fort Nottingham, KZN Midlands,
September 2018

Sean Swarts
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RARITIES

AFRICAN CRAKE 
Crecopsis egregia
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Mzingazi, Richards Bay, 11-
18 August 2018, Kevin Westermann.

AFRICAN SKIMMER 
Rynchops flavirostris

National Rarity
Two, Nyamithi Pan, Ndumo Game 
Reserve, 10 June 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
Larus fuscus
National Rarity
One, Durban Bay, 12 June, 24 August 
and 10 September 2018, David Allan 

ABOVE: Ayres’s Hawk Eagle, Pinetown, September 2018
Clive Whitherspoon

and Rex Aspeling.

SOOTY TERN 
Onychoprion fuscatus
National Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 19 June to 
22 July 2018, Caroline Fox.
Two, St Lucia estuary, 3 August to 
12 September 2018, Fred Kersten 
and others.

AYRES'S HAWK EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
One, Mtunzini, 10 July 2018, 
Hugh Chittenden.
One, Queensburgh, 12 August 2018, 
Mark Hardouin.
Two, Kwambonambi, 
1 September 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Pinetown, 5 September 2018, 
Clive Witherspoon. 

RED-FOOTED BOOBY 
Sula sula
National Rarity
One, offshore Richards Bay, 
7 July 2018 (SA Rare Bird News).

MALAGASY POND HERON 
Ardeola idea
National Rarity
One, Mziki Private Game Reserve, 
Phinda, 3 June to 21 July 2018, 
Alan Lazarus and others.

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON 
Ardeola rufiventris
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Mzingazi, Richards Bay, 
17 August to 14 September 2018, 

ABOVE: Ayres’s Hawk Eagle, Mtunzini, July 2018
Hugh Chittenden
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BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: Indemnity forms must be completed before every 
outing, and returned to the leader. Leaders, please send completed indemnity 
forms to Jane Morris (janette@mweb.co.za) for filing.
DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-
club-venues. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to 
confirm your attendance. 
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards  
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre and sometimes at the Kloof 
Methodist Church Hall.

Please make use of the opportunity to bird with like-minded people.
Support the outings as a lot of time and effort go into putting them together.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

JANUARY 2019

Saturday 5 January 06h00 – Umbogavango w . ith Elena Russell Please confirm 
a t t e n d a n c e ,  m e e t i n g  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  0 3 1  7 0 5  2 9 0 2 ,  e m a i l 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net.  A diverse habitat with riparian woodland, grassland 
and a number of water bodies.  Depending on water levels a variety of water birds 
can be seen at this venue.  Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for a picnic afterwards.                                      
Wednesday 9 January 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced. 
Wednesday 16 January 07h30 – Paradise Valley with Lesley Frescura 083 231 
3408. 
Sunday 27 January – Krantzkloof Nature Reserve with Ismail Vahed 083 786 6733.  
This 600 ha reserve, incised with deep gorges and covered with coastal scarp forest 
with patches of grassland and protea veld on the crest of the hills and with sheer cliff 
faces, has got to provide a wide and interesting variety of birds from Crowned Eagle 
to Blue-billed Firefinch, and many others in between, including the Narina Trogon. 
Park at Bridle road (main) entrance and pay the entrance fee of R30.00/adult or use a 
Rhino card for access. Breakfast will be on birding route: carry your preferred 
goodies in a back-pack. 

FEBRUARY

Saturday 2nd February 07h00 – North Park with Terry Walls. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place. 082-871-6260 Meet at the entrance gate, there 
is a fee payable or bring your Rhino Card. North Park Nature Reserve consists of 52 
hectares of natural forest, adjacent to the Umhlatuzana River. It is home to many bird 

Kevin Westermann, Karin Jansen van 
Vuuren and others.

LESSER FRIGATEBIRD
Fregata ariel
National Rarity
One immature, St Lucia estuary, 
8 June to 7 October 2018, Gavin Sims, 
Ian Ferreira and others.
One juvenile, Umtentweni and 
Margate, 17-18 June 2018, 
Hugo Voigts and others.
One, Richards Bay, 
23 September 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

LEACH'S STORM-PETREL 
Oceanodroma leucorhoa
National Rarity
One, offshore St Lucia, 11 June 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

KNYSNA WARBLER 
Bradypterus sylvaticus
KZN Rarity
One, Pigeon Valley Park, 
7-9 August 2018, Crispin Hemson.

CAPPED WHEATEAR 
Oenanthe pileata
KZN Rarity
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
1 July to 6 August 2018, Roger O'Neill, 
Hennie and Decklan Jordaan and 
others.

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Woodland Kingfisher
One, Ladysmith, 14 August 2018, 
Francois du Plessis.

Cape Vulture
Twelve, Cato Ridge, 20 August 2018, 
Gary Edwards.

Lappet-faced Vulture
Five, near Winterton, 31 August 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

Sentinel Rock Thrush
One, Eastern Shores iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 26 July 2018, 
Marco Franchini.

Red-billed Oxpecker
One, Ncandu Falls, Newcastle, 
2 October 2018 (SA Rare Bird News).

Red-headed Finch
One, Beachwood Golf Course, 
29 September 2018, Ismail Vahed.

OTHER SIGHTINGS

Southern White-faced Owl
One, Pietermaritzburg, 27 June 2018, 
Diane Earl.
One, Pigeon Valley Park, 8 July 2018, 
Crispin Hemson, Richard Boon, Steve 
Davis and Anneli Mynhardt. 

Cape Cormorant
Fifteen, Durban bay, 13 July 2018, 
David Allan.
One, Mission Rocks, St Lucia, 
1 September 2018.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here 
have been submitted directly to me or 
have been posted on the SABirdNet or 
SA Rare Bird News, and have not been 
vetted by any rarities committee for 
validation, unless otherwise noted. As 
such, the information presented here 
should be used with due consideration. 

Steve Davis: 
Honorary Recorder
031 2054459, 
Fax: 031 2731302
e-mail: sdavis@smri.org, 
59 Edmonds Road 
DURBAN 4001

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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species and a large number of butterfly species. The established ponds are a haven 
for water birds. Some of the smaller mammals that can be found here are blue and 
grey duiker, mongoose and cane rats. Directions: Travelling along the N2 south 
bound, take exit 161 – M7/Edwin Swales VC Dr / Queensburgh. Turn right into the 
M7 (towards Pinetown). Take exit 12 – M5/Main Road. Turn left onto Main Road. 
Turn right into Anderson Road (there is a signboard); you will find the North Park 
Nature Reserve at the end of Anderson Road.
Tuesday 5 February 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre.  Speaker 
to be advised.  There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee will be provided. 
Wednesday 13 February 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced.
Weekend away 8 - 10 February – Join us to explore a new venue for a weekend 
away.  Korongo Valley Guest Farm, a proud member of BirdLife South Africa, nestles 
between the rolling hills of Ixopo in the Ubuhlubezwe district of KZN. The area is 
surrounded by forest, wetland and grasslands which are home to a list of about 125 
species. Some of these species are rather special and rare like Cape Parrot, Blue 
Swallow, Black-rumped Buttonquail and the Grey Crowned Crane (Korongo in 
Swahili). Various accommodation is on offer from camping to hutting and there is a 
bar and restaurant on the premises. Check the site out at www.korongovalley.co. za 
or contact Sue to make a booking at admin@korongovalley.co.za or 
reservations@korongovalley.co.za or on 082 228 9369. Please advise that you will 
be with the BLPN group for the weekend. Please also advise Jane when you have 
booked on janette@mweb.co.za.
Wednesday 13 February 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced
Wednesday 20 February 07h30 – Jubilee Park with Sandi du Preez 031 701 4839 
or 073 332 4431. A lovely, well-maintained municipal park in Westville, which has 
become famous for good sightings of Magpie Mannikins. Wetland and forest 
habitats. Directions: From Durban take the M13 and turn off at the Blair Atholl sign. At 
the traffic light, turn left and then right at the Catholic Church (Church Road). Pass 
Westville Spar and then turn left at the T-junction (Langford Road). Carry on until you 
cross over the N3 and then immediately right into Marford Road. Then left into 
Princess Anne Place. Meet at the old bird hide. Entrance is free. Bring chair 
coffee/tea and eats for a picnic afterwards.
Sunday 24 February 06h30 – A new outing structure especially for sedentary 
birders. I have had a request for an outing that does not involve a lot of walking and 
can be done in good habitat with like-minded people. This will be our first attempt so if 
you have difficulty getting around or even if you don't, join us for a morning of birding.
Sunday sit in at Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve with Jane and Mike Roseblade 
082 442 2982. Meet in the carpark near the disabled trail and we will set ourselves up 
there for the morning.

MARCH

Saturday 2 March 07h15 – New Germany Nature Reserve with Elena Russell.  
Please confirm attendance, meeting time and place. 031 705 2902, email 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net. A delightful small reserve comprising grassland and 
forest. Directions:  From Old Main Road, Pinetown turn north into Otto Volek Road. 

Follow signs right into Mountain Ridge Road just before the M19. Follow signs to the 
reserve, otherwise take the N3 from Durban and then the M13 towards Pinetown. 
Take the Stapleton Road/New Germany turnoff (exit 16). Turn left then right onto the 
M5 heading towards New Germany. Continue until Mountain Ridge Road where you 
turn right. Continue for 700 m and then turn left into Gilbert Drive. Carry on to the 
reserve. Park in the car park. They don't charge an entrance, but do ask for donations
Wednesday 13 March 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Speaker to be announced.
Wednesday 20 March 07h30 – North Park Nature Reserve with Sandi du Preez  
031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431. Coastal lowland and riverine forest with sandstone 
cliffs. Directions: Take the M7 (Edwin Swales) from Durban. Turn off at the 
Northdene/Queensburgh exit, turn left into Old Main Road. Turn right into Anderson 
Road and carry on till the gate at the bottom of the road. There is an entrance fee but 
free for Wild Card and Rhino Card holders. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for a 
picnic afterwards.
Sunday 17 March 06h30 – Umhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve with Mike and Jane 
Roseblade. Contact Jane 082 442 2982 janette@mweb.co.za. Lagoon, wetland, 
dune forest ecosystems yield some interesting birds, not to mention the sandy 
shores of the Indian Ocean. Always a good birding venue. Directions: From the M4 
take the Umhlanga Rocks Drive turn-off. Travel east then turn left into Lagoon Drive 
at the civic center. Travel to the end of Lagoon Drive and the entrance to the reserve 
is just past Breakers Hotel. Park in their car park.

APRIL

Saturday 6 April 06h00 – Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve with Terry Walls 
contact 082 871 6260. Meet at picnic area. Entrance fee payable or Rhino Card.  
Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve is an extension of the D'Moss green lung in the 
south western parts of Yellowwood Park. The reserve is regarded as one of the finest 
coastal/riverine forest and bush clump/grassland mosaic areas remaining in the 
greater Durban area and it is possible to see Narina Trogon among other species 
here. Directions: Take N2 South from Durban. Take Edwin Swales offramp (Solomon 
Mahlangu M7) Turn left and continue to the first tragic lights, turn right into 
Wakesleigh Road then first left into Cliffview Road. Continue along Cliffview to T 
junction at Sarnia Rd. Turn left into Sarnia Road. Continue along Sarnia Road to first 
intersection on the right, Coedmore Road. Turn right and continue along Coedmore 
Road for 3 km. Entrance to the reserve is on the right_.
Tuesday 9 April 09h30 for 10h00– Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre.  Speaker to be 
advised.  There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee will be provided. 
Wednesday 10 April 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced.
Weekend away 12 – 14 April – Silver Streams Caravan Park with Jane and Mike 
Roseblade.  Sitting in the Southern foothills of the Drakensberg, close to the Lesotho 
border with a bubbling berg river and gentle rolling grasslands this area produces 
good Drakensberg birding. Booking can be done on the website at 
www.silverstreams.co.za or call 082 331 6670/082 859 8619. Accommodation 
consists of camping, wooden cabins and chalets. Please advise Jane once you have 
booked, janette@mweb.co.za.



November 2018               34                                                               

KZN BIRDS No 55 KZN BIRDS No 55

35                                      November 2018                                                          

species and a large number of butterfly species. The established ponds are a haven 
for water birds. Some of the smaller mammals that can be found here are blue and 
grey duiker, mongoose and cane rats. Directions: Travelling along the N2 south 
bound, take exit 161 – M7/Edwin Swales VC Dr / Queensburgh. Turn right into the 
M7 (towards Pinetown). Take exit 12 – M5/Main Road. Turn left onto Main Road. 
Turn right into Anderson Road (there is a signboard); you will find the North Park 
Nature Reserve at the end of Anderson Road.
Tuesday 5 February 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre.  Speaker 
to be advised.  There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee will be provided. 
Wednesday 13 February 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced.
Weekend away 8 - 10 February – Join us to explore a new venue for a weekend 
away.  Korongo Valley Guest Farm, a proud member of BirdLife South Africa, nestles 
between the rolling hills of Ixopo in the Ubuhlubezwe district of KZN. The area is 
surrounded by forest, wetland and grasslands which are home to a list of about 125 
species. Some of these species are rather special and rare like Cape Parrot, Blue 
Swallow, Black-rumped Buttonquail and the Grey Crowned Crane (Korongo in 
Swahili). Various accommodation is on offer from camping to hutting and there is a 
bar and restaurant on the premises. Check the site out at www.korongovalley.co. za 
or contact Sue to make a booking at admin@korongovalley.co.za or 
reservations@korongovalley.co.za or on 082 228 9369. Please advise that you will 
be with the BLPN group for the weekend. Please also advise Jane when you have 
booked on janette@mweb.co.za.
Wednesday 13 February 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced
Wednesday 20 February 07h30 – Jubilee Park with Sandi du Preez 031 701 4839 
or 073 332 4431. A lovely, well-maintained municipal park in Westville, which has 
become famous for good sightings of Magpie Mannikins. Wetland and forest 
habitats. Directions: From Durban take the M13 and turn off at the Blair Atholl sign. At 
the traffic light, turn left and then right at the Catholic Church (Church Road). Pass 
Westville Spar and then turn left at the T-junction (Langford Road). Carry on until you 
cross over the N3 and then immediately right into Marford Road. Then left into 
Princess Anne Place. Meet at the old bird hide. Entrance is free. Bring chair 
coffee/tea and eats for a picnic afterwards.
Sunday 24 February 06h30 – A new outing structure especially for sedentary 
birders. I have had a request for an outing that does not involve a lot of walking and 
can be done in good habitat with like-minded people. This will be our first attempt so if 
you have difficulty getting around or even if you don't, join us for a morning of birding.
Sunday sit in at Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve with Jane and Mike Roseblade 
082 442 2982. Meet in the carpark near the disabled trail and we will set ourselves up 
there for the morning.

MARCH

Saturday 2 March 07h15 – New Germany Nature Reserve with Elena Russell.  
Please confirm attendance, meeting time and place. 031 705 2902, email 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net. A delightful small reserve comprising grassland and 
forest. Directions:  From Old Main Road, Pinetown turn north into Otto Volek Road. 

Follow signs right into Mountain Ridge Road just before the M19. Follow signs to the 
reserve, otherwise take the N3 from Durban and then the M13 towards Pinetown. 
Take the Stapleton Road/New Germany turnoff (exit 16). Turn left then right onto the 
M5 heading towards New Germany. Continue until Mountain Ridge Road where you 
turn right. Continue for 700 m and then turn left into Gilbert Drive. Carry on to the 
reserve. Park in the car park. They don't charge an entrance, but do ask for donations
Wednesday 13 March 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Speaker to be announced.
Wednesday 20 March 07h30 – North Park Nature Reserve with Sandi du Preez  
031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431. Coastal lowland and riverine forest with sandstone 
cliffs. Directions: Take the M7 (Edwin Swales) from Durban. Turn off at the 
Northdene/Queensburgh exit, turn left into Old Main Road. Turn right into Anderson 
Road and carry on till the gate at the bottom of the road. There is an entrance fee but 
free for Wild Card and Rhino Card holders. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for a 
picnic afterwards.
Sunday 17 March 06h30 – Umhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve with Mike and Jane 
Roseblade. Contact Jane 082 442 2982 janette@mweb.co.za. Lagoon, wetland, 
dune forest ecosystems yield some interesting birds, not to mention the sandy 
shores of the Indian Ocean. Always a good birding venue. Directions: From the M4 
take the Umhlanga Rocks Drive turn-off. Travel east then turn left into Lagoon Drive 
at the civic center. Travel to the end of Lagoon Drive and the entrance to the reserve 
is just past Breakers Hotel. Park in their car park.

APRIL

Saturday 6 April 06h00 – Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve with Terry Walls 
contact 082 871 6260. Meet at picnic area. Entrance fee payable or Rhino Card.  
Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve is an extension of the D'Moss green lung in the 
south western parts of Yellowwood Park. The reserve is regarded as one of the finest 
coastal/riverine forest and bush clump/grassland mosaic areas remaining in the 
greater Durban area and it is possible to see Narina Trogon among other species 
here. Directions: Take N2 South from Durban. Take Edwin Swales offramp (Solomon 
Mahlangu M7) Turn left and continue to the first tragic lights, turn right into 
Wakesleigh Road then first left into Cliffview Road. Continue along Cliffview to T 
junction at Sarnia Rd. Turn left into Sarnia Road. Continue along Sarnia Road to first 
intersection on the right, Coedmore Road. Turn right and continue along Coedmore 
Road for 3 km. Entrance to the reserve is on the right_.
Tuesday 9 April 09h30 for 10h00– Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre.  Speaker to be 
advised.  There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee will be provided. 
Wednesday 10 April 19h00 – Indoor Meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  Speaker to be announced.
Weekend away 12 – 14 April – Silver Streams Caravan Park with Jane and Mike 
Roseblade.  Sitting in the Southern foothills of the Drakensberg, close to the Lesotho 
border with a bubbling berg river and gentle rolling grasslands this area produces 
good Drakensberg birding. Booking can be done on the website at 
www.silverstreams.co.za or call 082 331 6670/082 859 8619. Accommodation 
consists of camping, wooden cabins and chalets. Please advise Jane once you have 
booked, janette@mweb.co.za.
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BIRDLIFE KZN MIDLANDS

PIETERMARITZBURG evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement Centre 
on the second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening meetings are 
held in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley, on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Committee:  Chair Peter Divall 033 239 5537, vice-chair Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, 
treasurer Viv O’Neill 083 464 7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, 
membership secretary Pam Nicol 071 247 3604, Rarities/SABAP2 Colin 
Summersgill 060 827 3785, conservation Karin Nelson 072 779 4219, e-Newsletter 
Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Norman Freeman 083 453 
7949, Darvill project Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements.

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing.

DECEMBER 2018
Sunday 2 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Coordinator Gordon Bennett 
033 386 5555.
Sunday 9 – End-of-year braai at Hilton College. Meet at the main gates of the 
college to join in the early morning birding at 07h00. Those who want to come 

Wednesday 18 April 08h00 – Umhlanga Lagoon with Lesley Frescura. 
Sunday 28 April – Burchell's Coucal Eco Trail, Illovu Business Park with Tyron Dall.  
Please contact Tyron to confirm attendance. dalltyron@gmail.com or 
WhatsApp/SMS: 082 657 7400. Bird Specials for the trail include White-fronted Bee-
eater, African Pygmy Kingfisher, Fiery-necked Nightjar (seen occasionally during the 
day) and a good selection of raptors including Western Osprey, Black-chested Snake 
Eagle and the resident African Fish Eagles. We will be walking along the banks of the 
Lovu River. Please note that some sections of the trail may be somewhat challenging 
and that the trails can become a bit flooded if the river level is unusually high, but we 
will make a plan. Directions: Address 1 Deep Tank Road, Illovo. From the North Side 
(Durban side) Take R603 Winklespruit/Umbumbulu turnoff, at the T-junction turn 
right, go under the N2 bridge then follow the directions for everyone. From the South 
Side (Lower South Coast side) Take R603 Winklespruit/Umbumbulu turnoff, at the 
R603 turn left then follow the directions for everyone. Directions for everyone: 1 At the 
3rd road turn left (the road after the Engen garage) there is a sign for the Illovu – 

Business Park (Lower Illovo). 2. At the 3rd road turn left (the road after the big steel 
wheel). This is again marked with an Illovo Business Park sign. 3. Go through the 
security you will be asked to sign in say you are going to the Nature Trail. 4. When  –  – 
through the gate, drive straight to the grass parking area overlooking the river by the 
electric fence (about 70m).

www.blpn.org
 

later, should phone the coordinator to get the code for the gate. There is an entry 
fee of R30 pp payable to the coordinator. Bring your food, drinks, chairs and 
tables, family and friends to celebrate a good year of birding with like-minded 
people. Coordinator Peter Divall 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169.

JANUARY 2019

Sunday 6 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Gordon Bennett is retiring after 25 
years of leading Darvill outings. Coordinator to be advised.
Wednesday 16 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Adam Riley on 
“Birds and beasts of the Serengeti and Ngorongoro crater”.
Sunday 20 – Day outing to Highover Sanctuary near Richmond to see Blue 
Swallows. There is a fee of R30 pp. Coordinator Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Saturday 26 – CAR (Coordinated Avifaunal Roadcount) Contact Peter Divall 
033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169 if you wish to participate.
Wednesday 30 – Day outing to Highover Sanctuary near Richmond to see Blue 
Swallows. There is a fee of R30 pp. Meet at Greendale Shopping Centre at 
06h00 to arrange transport. Coordinator Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 
4333.
15 January to 15 February – CWACs (Coordinated Water bird Counts). Contact 
Eve Hughes 082 872 4333 or 033 330 2723 if you wish to participate.

FEBRUARY

Sunday 3  – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. 
Monday 4-8 – Trip to Pongola Game Reserve in northern KZN, staying at the 14-
bed self-catering Mhlosi Bush Camp. The total cost for accommodation for four 
nights is R1200 pp sharing. Fully booked, but contact Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 
or 082 872 4333 in case of cancellations.
Tuesday 12 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Craig Nelson “Bangweulu 
Swamps in search of Shoebill plus Kasanka Fruit Bats”.

thSaturday 23 – BLKZNM 30  Annual General Meeting with Mark Anderson as 
guest speaker on the topic of “Kimberley's Pink Gems”.  Mike Spain will 
coordinate the walk in the morning at Amber Valley at 07h00.
Wednesday 27 – Morning outing to Boschoek Golf Estate in Balgowan. Meet at 
the Greendale Shopping Centre at 06h30 to arrange transport. Coordinator Eve 
Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.

MARCH

Sunday 3 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30.   
Sunday 17 – Outing to Sevenoaks/uMvoti Vlei conservancy near Greytown. 
There is a conservancy fee of R30 pp.  Coordinator Ian Gordon  083 570 6782.
Wednesday 20 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 – a double feature: 
Eckhart Buchmann : “Oh shucks they changed the name again! How and why our 
birds' names change” and Adrian Koopman: “Zulu bird names old and new: the 
Zulu Bird name Project 2013-2018.”

Find BirdLife KZN Midlands on Facebook
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BIRDLIFE TROGONS

PLEASE note all outings are on the second and fourth Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice; please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com for 
updated information or phone Hazel van Rooyen on 072 355 8837 for further details.

14 October 06h30 – Mtentu Drive
28 October 06h30 – Eston Sugar Mill
11 November 06h30 – Culley Dam
2 December – Christmas lunch at San Lameer

2019 
13 January 06h30 – Oribi Gorge
27 January 06h30 – River Valley, Uvongo
10 February 06h30 – Sezela Sugar Mill
24 February 06h30 – Umdoni, Pennington 
10 March 06h30 – Toti Sports Club 
24 March 06h30 – Bushbuck Trail, Southbroom

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE



KZN BIRDS No 55 KZN BIRDS No 55

November 2018                38                                                               39                                      November 2018                                                              

BIRDLIFE TROGONS

PLEASE note all outings are on the second and fourth Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice; please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com for 
updated information or phone Hazel van Rooyen on 072 355 8837 for further details.

14 October 06h30 – Mtentu Drive
28 October 06h30 – Eston Sugar Mill
11 November 06h30 – Culley Dam
2 December – Christmas lunch at San Lameer

2019 
13 January 06h30 – Oribi Gorge
27 January 06h30 – River Valley, Uvongo
10 February 06h30 – Sezela Sugar Mill
24 February 06h30 – Umdoni, Pennington 
10 March 06h30 – Toti Sports Club 
24 March 06h30 – Bushbuck Trail, Southbroom

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE




