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BirdLife South Africa’s Bird of the Year for 2020 and excellent educational material is available on the 
organisation’s website, https://www.birdlife.org.za/bird-of-the-year-2020/

Pylons are amongst the many hazards posing threats to large terrestrial birds, such as this adult male 
Southern Ground Hornbill negotiating wires at Paddock near Oribi Gorge. It was photographed by 

Dr Yvette Ehlers Smith during post-doctoral research in February 2019. The hornbill is 

See article on page 2
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pentad is likely their territory! 

KZN, as a region containing a large population 

of Southern Ground Hornbills, requires a concerted 

monitoring effort and, equally so, is the perfect 

place to gather citizen science data on these birds. Over the past year, we at the Mabula Ground Hornbill Project have 

worked with local farmers and corporations to establish sighting groups that we refer to as “champions”. These groups 

include a variety of local land owners extending over areas of different coverage, all providing sightings of Southern 

Ground Hornbills in their local extents. 

At present we have several entities assisting us as champions, from large logging and sugarcane corporations to cultural 

leaders, local communities and farmers, and private lodge and resort owners. In addition to collecting sightings from 

citizens, we schedule field assessments throughout KZN to actively search pentads for the hornbills and to interview local 

residents of those pentads as to whether they have or do observe them in their areas. Much of our focus has centred around 

the Tribal Authority Lands in the Centocow and Hlokozi region and the NCT forestry industry around Melmoth. These 

areas have several well-established groups of Southern Ground Hornbills, all with nests in large trees, erosion gullies, and 

even on cliff faces.

Along with increasing our coverage and improving our understanding of 

the distribution and populations of Southern Ground Hornbills throughout 

KZN, we are also developing and improving educational material through 

gaining a better understanding of the cultural importance of this species in 

the province. 

Each year we at the Mabula Ground Hornbill 

Project aim to assess or receive sightings from each 

pentad across the country where Southern Ground 

Hornbills occur. Over the four-year cycle, we can 

then determine if Southern Ground Hornbills are 

regularly occupying their specific pentads, or if we 

are observing newly inhabited pentads or pentads 

that have become void of Southern Ground 

Hornbills. Pentads that show no occurrence of 

Southern Ground Hornbills for three consecutive 

seasons are marked for assessment to determine 

why the birds are now absent; this could be a result 

of the destruction of a nest, death of the group, or 

transformation of their natural habitat.

Through a partnership with the Southern African Conservation Trust we 

are providing rural schools with education comics about a boy, Vusa, and 

his dog who meet a single Southern Ground Hornbill and together unwrap 

and understand the threats faced by this species . To date over (picture right)

400 comics have been distributed, with thousands more ready to be placed 

in the hands of eager future conservationists. This is not the end either, as 

we are tirelessly sourcing funding to have more comics printed, so that each 

child in KZN, and hopefully South Africa, one day has a comic. With 

improved education and increasing awareness, we are able to improve the 

chances of this species’ survival, specifically in a region of South Africa 

Other regions which are monitored by our local champions include Kokstad, Creighton, much of the Sappi plantations, 

Ulundi, and the Imfolozi parks. At present the results have drastically improved our coverage and, on average, we are 

receiving 150 sightings each month, with 10 pentads in which Southern Ground Hornbills have never been observed. At 

the launch of the national monitoring plan in January 2020, we set ourselves a goal to identify 25 new pentads inhabited by 

Southern Ground Hornbills, with no idea how the plan would unfold. 

However, four months into the first cycle, we have already had 27 new 

pentads reported to us and over 500 sightings from our citizen scientists! 

THE goal of the Mabula Ground Hornbill Project is 

to reduce and ultimately reverse the decline of 

Southern Ground Hornbill (Bucorvus leadbeateri) 

in South Africa and its neighbouring states. At 

present there are an estimated 2,000 adults in the 

wild and, with between three and seven individuals 

per group, that means there are only about 400 

South African groups. The majority, about 50% of 

the population, occur in Mpumalanga and more 

specifically in the protected areas of the Kruger 

National Park and its associated private nature 

reserves, i.e. Timbavati.

Monitoring of Southern Ground Hornbills in KZN falls within our national monitoring plan which is based on a four-

year cycle, with annual assessments structured around the South African Bird Atlas Project (SABAP), which split South 
2Africa into 2000+ pentads (±8x8 km  grid blocks). This is a great way to monitor Southern Ground Hornbills, as the 

average territory is about the size of a pentad, meaning that if Southern Ground Hornbills are spotted in a pentad, that 

The remainder of the population inhabits the 

Limpopo, Eastern Cape, and KwaZulu-Natal 

provinces. It is suggested that the second strongest 

population occurs in KwaZulu-Natal, throughout 

rural areas and the private and communal farm 

sectors. This makes KwaZulu-Natal an incredibly 

important area to focus our monitoring efforts, as 

the species is living among humans, in landscapes 

which are roughly 70% transformed, and with few 

protected areas. As not all areas can be protected 

and not all wildlife occurs within protected areas, 

those that do inhabit these human-occupied landscapes paint a picture of the resilience of wildlife and the adaptability of 

certain species, Southern Ground Hornbills being one of them.

Photo: supplied

ABOVE: Lucy Kemp (back right), of the Mabula Ground 
Hornbill Project, with leaders of the Amakhuze Traditional 

Authority Council after a meeting co-hosted with colleagues 
from the Woman’s Leadership and Training Programme.
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ABOVE: A lone adult male near Hlabeni outside Creighton. 

The bird was foraging in a parcel of felled pine, 

November 2018.
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 http://sabap2.birdmap.africa/coverage/group/EscarpmentFSKZN

western KwaZulu-Natal. A total of 379 species have been 

recorded in this area since SABAP2 began in 2007. The aim of 

the subproject is to obtain species coverage and distribution 

data for several threatened and endemic species, such as 

Yellow-breasted Pipit, Rudd’s and Botha’s larks, all three 

cranes, Denham’s Bustard, Southern Bald Ibis and White-

bellied and Blue Korhaans. Therefore, the first priority is to 

get four or more full protocol cards for each pentad within the 

challenge area. The second objective is to submit at least one 

atlas card for all pentads no less than once a year. Doing so will 

enable us to detect changes in species distribution over time.

The challenge is divided roughly into three sections, based 

on the locality of each of the three coordinators. The southern 

section, around Harrismith, Van Reenen and the Ingula Nature 

Reserve, is coordinated by Carina Coetzer, the Ingula Project 

manager. The north-western section, around Memel, 

Verkykerskop and the Seekoeivlei Nature Reserve, is 

coordinated by Morné Pretorius, the manager of the 

Seekoeivlei Nature Reserve. And Rina Pretorius from 

BirdLife Northern Natal coordinates the section around Newcastle and the Chelmsford Nature Reserve.

For full coverage details and the species lists, please visit:

The Wakkerstroom Bird Club manages the Wakkerstroom 

4 Subproject, and John Burchmore co-ordinates it on behalf of 

the WBC. Wakkerstroom Bird Club is a small club with 72 

members but of those only six are actively atlasing the 

subproject area. They therefore rely on visiting birders who 

visit Wakkerstroom and the surrounding areas to assist with 

building the coverage. The Wakkerstroom 4 Subproject refers 

to the four quarter-degree squares 2730AA, AB, AC and AD 

used by Warwick and Michele Tarboton in their publication, 

Wakkerstroom Bird and Nature Guide. These quarter-degree 

squares have been divided into 110 pentads. The bigger 

picture: the Green Escarpment Mpumalanga (GEM) 

Challenge has pentads north west of Heyshope Dam that 

border on pentads in the Wakkerstroom bird and nature guide. 

The decision was made to create the Wakkerstroom 4 

subproject and in so doing, green the area, which would then 

link with GEM, resulting in an area stretching from the 

Wakkerstroom Grasslands up to Graskop/Sabie by way of the 

SAPPI-sponsored GEM challenge. This “green” area could 

link up in time with the Kruger2Canyons Challenge.  Figure 2

shows the 2020 coverage for this region. If you are visiting the area, we’d love for you to atlas a pentad or three! Contact 

the club Chairman Brian Guerin or John Burchmore for more information .bguerin@nelweb.co.za

sabap2@birdlife.org.za, 021 650 2421
South African Bird Atlas Project
Sanjo Rose

http://sabap2.birdmap.africa/coverage/group/Wkkrstrm4

WAKKERSTROOM  4  SUBPROJECT

For full coverage details and the species lists, please visit:

Each subproject has at least one local “champion” who coordinates the atlasing effort. Their contact details are included 

here if you have any specific questions relating to the coverage etc. 

We’d like to encourage you to contribute atlas data when you are visiting these areas. Contributing data is very easy: 

any atlas data you submit for those pentads is automatically incorporated. 

The two subprojects in KZN are: 

DO you know about the various subprojects registered at SABAP2? Subprojects are aimed at improving atlas coverage 

within a defined area, often for a special monitoring purpose. We have nine such projects in South Africa, two of which 

incorporate KZN pentads. 

All atlas data is valuable, but in order to really understand what changes are taking place in bird species distribution and 

abundance, we need to collect data across many different pentads. We therefore really do want to encourage you to try 

atlasing new pentads when you are birding, rather than targeting the same pentads each time. 

Not yet a SABAP2 contributor? Get involved, visit our website  to register or email us http://sabap2.birdmap.africa/

at  sabap2@birdlife.org.za

FREE STATE-KZN ESCARPMENT SUBPROJECT

The escarpment area targeted encompasses 89 pentads  that stretch over the high-altitude grasslands and (Figure 1)

wetlands of the Free State, across the escarpment forests and into the diverse mid-altitude grassland/savanna habitats in 

Contribute to the Mabula Ground Hornbill Project 

by purchasing one of these limited edition prints 

at R6,000 each, or make a donation at 

https://www.givengain.com/c/groundhornbillproject/

where these large terrestrial birds live in harmony 

with humans. 

Dr Jarryd Alexander

When it comes to a species like the Southern 

Ground Hornbill, with their massive territories and 

their ability to move effectively through the 

landscape, monitoring proves challenging. 

However, by involving and educating local 

communities and developing citizen scientists, we 

are more equipped in helping to observe and 

conserve this species, ultimately bringing them 

from their Endangered status back into Vulnerable 

or ideally of Least Concern. We must emphasise 

that everyone in possession of a cellular device is 

capable of assisting with this project, as each 

sighting is extremely valuable to us. Sightings can 

be sent to the “Ground Hornbill National 

Monitoring Hotline” via SMS or WhatsApp 079 

754 6234 or emailed to research@ground-

hornbill.org.za. Alternatively, you can visit our 

website http://ground-hornbill.org.za/ or social 

media platforms on Twitter (@ground.hornbill) or 

Instagram (ground_hornbill) to provide sightings, 

or just learn more about the species, the project, and 

what we do. It is often thought that a single person 

cannot make a difference, but when it comes to 

Southern Ground Hornbills and being one of their 

and our champions or citizen scientists, each and 

every person is capable of making that difference!

SABAP2 “subprojects”
in KwaZulu Natal

Figure 1 2020 SABAP2 atlas coverage for 

the Free State-KZN escarpment subproject

Figure 2: 2020 SABAP2 atlas coverage for 

the Wakkerstroom 4 Subproject. Help contribute 

more data this year to ensure that each pentad 

has at least one full protocol card

Back to contents
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Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, North West, and Free State are .here

DNLKAR006@myuct.ac.za

The blog for the Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, and Western Cape can be found .here

KwaZulu-Natal is .here

Keep safe, and keep exploring home.

I hope you have a chance to give one (or all!) of these posts a read, as they reflect weeks, months, and years of your hard 

work.

Les, Itxaso Quintana, Rene Navarro and I have collaborated on three more BDI blog posts, working to visualize 

BirdPix progress. These blogs contain three up-to-date maps for each province: one displaying species richness (the 

number of species reported in each grid cell); one showing the number of species recorded in each grid cell in the past year 

(since 1 April 2019), and one showing the last date (month and year) on which each grid cell was visited. Together, these 

three maps depict where BirdPix coverage is strongest and weakest, as well as which grid cells are frequently “refreshed” 

or rarely visited.

I look forward to hearing from you, and hopefully seeing 

some of your faces.

On a final note, I want to hear from you!

Msc Candidate, University of Cape Town 

Karis Daniel

WHEN looking at “home” submissions in BirdPix, we noticed a unique pattern: lots and lots of blue! In an effort to 

catalogue more species from home, BirdPixers are turning their cameras skyward and snapping records of birds circling 

overhead or flying past. Les Underhill summarised this trend (along with a few of the photos) in a BDI blog, which can be 

found . here

How have you been coping at home? How have you been contributing? Thanks to you, in spite of these difficult weeks 

of solitude and confinement, the VM is flourishing. I would like to compile a post showcasing some of our VM citizen 

scientists making the most of their time at home. If you have a chance, please snap and share a photo of yourself, family, or 

friends collecting or uploading Virtual Museum data during the lockdown. I would love to hear your stories – what species 

have you found in your gardens, farms, and houses? Have 

there been any surprises? Any challenges?
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How to keep track of Virtual Museum projects BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

“I’m more interested in how bird behaviour has changed 

than new or unusual sightings from your gardens, but both 

are of interest. One particular question I’m interested in is, 

if you have a bird feeder, are you filling it more or less often 

than before (i.e. is there more or less demand than is the 

usual). When replying, be sure to note the kind of feeder, 

(e.g. I’m seeing no change in my nectar feeder, but the seed 

feeder is being emptied twice as quickly as before). I’m 

also very interested to hear from people who haven’t 

experienced anything ‘different’. This is just as important 

to record as those of you who have detected a change. 

Looking forward to hearing from you.”

Peter Ryan
pryan31@gmail.com

Director, FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology

University of Cape Town

PROFESSOR Peter Ryan of Cape Town is asking for 

observations from people on how the birds in their 

immediate areas might have changed in response to the 

lockdown.

I’M conducting a masters level study on Western Cattle 

Egrets and am looking to find out what people within the 

Ethekwini and uMgungundlovu municipalities think of 

them. They are a locally common bird in both rural and 

urban areas facing threats such as habitat loss. I wish to 

hear from people who may be familiar with the egrets as 

well as those completely out of tune with their local 

wildlife. I’d like just a few moments of their time to 

conduct an online survey titled Human perceptions of the 

Western Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) across an urban to 

rural land-use gradient in the municipalities of 

uMgungundlovu and eThekwini, KZN, South Africa.

MSc candidate, School of Life Sciences, 

UKZN, Pietermaritzburg Campus 

To participate, please click on this link:

https://bit.ly/2KI43yC

Jennifer Cele
067 748 9732 

Virtual Museum

The Biodiversity and Development Institute

http://vmus.adu.org.za

http://thebdi.org

FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology

Help needed with observations for research

The Common Buzzard had the misfortune of colliding with a vehicle, the impact of which tore the right pectoral muscle 

off the keel bone and damaged the left wing elbow joint. This bird fortunately recovered from these injuries, and after a 

brief stint in the FreeMe Wildlife flight fitness tunnel, was able to be released in time to make the migration back north. For 

despite Steppe Buzzards (Buteo buteo vulpinus) recently being lumped together with the other more colloquial Common 

Buzzards (Buteo buteo) found in Eurasia, they are a migratory sub species who breed in the north eastern parts of Europe as 

far as Russia, and spend their non breeding season with us here in South Africa.

But while the taxonomy of the Forest Buzzard is still open to debate, a debate which lends itself to the potential of 

genetic testing being the only method to ascertain decisively its family tree, birding enthusiasts are still left with two 

species that are very difficult to tell apart physically, a task that is made even more taxing due the variations in plumage 

pattern and colouration found in both species.

Figure 1 – Head and eye

Eye colour varies in buzzards according to age, so although 

these two birds have different coloured eyes (figure 1), the 

dark eye of the Common Buzzard (left) indicates it to be an 

older bird, whereas the younger Forest Buzzard’s eye (right) is 

changing from pale to darker brown. Cere and nostril shape is 

also slightly different, with the Common Buzzard having a 

rounder nostril when compared to the slightly flattened 

appearance of the Forest Buzzard’s nostril. More individuals 

will need to be compared before it can be decided if this is a 

diagnostic feature to consider. 

FREEME Wildlife recently had the opportunity to compare differences between a Common (Steppe) Buzzard and a Forest 

Buzzard when individuals of both species were admitted to the wildlife rehabilitation centre in Howick, Kwazulu-Natal.

Photographic comparison of these two individuals is by no means exhaustive and is complicated slightly by the 

difference in age between the two, but it nevertheless presented us with an opportunity to put the two birds side by side to 

look at some key features.

The Forest Buzzard (Buteo trizonatus), also possibly the victim of a motor vehicle collision, was found just outside 

Underberg on the road heading towards Swartberg. Presenting with some serious head trauma on admission to FreeMe 

Wildlife, the bird made a satisfactory recovery, but unfortunately lost the use of its right eye due to permanent damage 

sustained by the impact. The jury is still out though on exactly which family this prodigal son of Buzzards belongs to as 

little is known about the species, and speculation proposes that it might not be its own species, but a sub-species of the 

Mountain Buzzard (Buteo oreophilus), or the Steppe Buzzard. 

Figure 2 – Front view

Forest Buzzards generally have far more extensive white 

plumage than Common Buzzards (figure 2). The Forest 

Buzzard (right) has a distinctive white throat, white “U” 

shaped area on the chest and a white vent area (area between 

the legs) when compared with the Common Buzzard (left). 

These areas will get whiter and more extensive as the bird 

ages. The plumage pattern on Common Buzzards has been 

described as being “streaked” or “barred” when compared 

with the more “blotched” or “tear-dropped” plumage pattern 

of the Forest Buzzard. 

Comparison of Common and Forest Buzzard features
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Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, North West, and Free State are .here

DNLKAR006@myuct.ac.za

The blog for the Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, and Western Cape can be found .here

KwaZulu-Natal is .here
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Karis Daniel
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Figure 7 – Ventral view of tail

The bands are once again darker and clearer on the underside of 

the Forest Buzzard's tail when compared with the underside of the 

Common Buzzard's tail (Figure 7). The white vent area is very 

obvious in the Forest Buzzard (right), as the reddish barring of the 

Common Buzzard (left) extends right down into the vent area.

Tammy Caine

Figure 8 – Perched

FreeMe Wildlife Raptor Specialist / Projects and Programs Coordinator

While this photographic comparison might 

well give birders some clues to look for when 

differentiating Forest Buzzards (right) from 

Common (Steppe) Buzzards (left), other clues 

can lead to more confident identification. 

Since Forest Buzzards do not undertake the 

same lengthy migration as Common Buzzards 

do, chances are that a sighting of a typical 

looking individual during our winter months 

would weigh more heavily in the Forest 

Buzzard’s favour. Habitat preference is 

another clue to identification, as Common 

Buzzards happily take up prominent positions 

out in the open on perches such as fence posts 

and telephone poles, whereas the more 

reclusive Forest Buzzards tend to stay close to the margin of thickly forested areas. Add to this the breeding behaviour, and 

a buzzard heard or seen calling is far more likely to be a Forest Buzzard than its non-breeding migrant cousin. 

Images: supplied

Figure 3 – Back view

Generally, the plumage of a Common Buzzard (left) is more 

reddish-brown, while that of a Forest Buzzard (right) is more 

chocolate brown. The word vulpinus found in the scientific name 

of the Steppe Buzzard sub-species is Latin for “fox” and gives us 

a clue to the most common morph (the red morph) of the species. 

However, there are quite a few colour variations found in both 

species, which can confuse issues, so colour alone is not a 

definitive identification marker. 

Figure 4 – Dorsal view of wing

The Common Buzzard (left) had undergone a moult during the summer months here with us in South Africa. Older 

feathers are light reddish-brown whereas the newer feathers are a dark grey in colour. The Forest Buzzard (right) has not 

undergone a moult, and all the feathers are a uniform brown. The dark bands on the Common Buzzard’s feathers are 

narrower than those on the Forest Buzzard’s feathers, although this may change as the Forest Buzzard ages. Wing shape 

differs somewhat between the two species, with the Common Buzzard displaying slightly longer, more slender wings 

when compared with the shorter, rounder wings of the Forest Buzzard.

Another feature that will change as the Forest Buzzard ages is the amount of white found on the underside of the wing. The 

bands on the Common Buzzard’s feathers (left) are narrower than those of the Forest Buzzard (right), and an interesting 

observation in the Forest Buzzard is that it has a thicker terminal band on the last five primary feathers. This may be a 

feature unique to this individual, as uniformly, most buzzards have a narrow terminal band on the wing and tail feathers. 

Figure 5 – Ventral view of wing

On the subject of tails the reddish tinge is obvious again on the Common Buzzard’s tail (left) when compared with the 

Forest Buzzard’s browner tail (right). The moult on the Common Buzzard’s tail displays the new feathers as clearer and 

brighter than the faded, worn older feathers. Although the bands are thicker on the Forest Buzzard’s tail, the Common 

Buzzard’s tail shows a distinctly thicker terminal band than that of the Forest Buzzard. The Forest Buzzard, as mentioned, 

is a young bird, so changes in colour and pattern in tail feathers may happen as the bird ages.

Figure 6 – Dorsal view of tail

WITH lockdown approaching rapidly, I was pleasantly surprised by the bee hive in my owl box moving out. The cause was 

hive beetle infestation. Despite the honey being removed by the bees, I had an owl box full of comb. This provided me with 

the opportunity to attract honeyguides, and after two weeks seven had been seen. There have been four Lesser and three 

Scaly-throated Honeyguides coming to feed on the wax. What has been interesting, is seeing the interaction between them. 

Capturing action shots has taken hours of observation, of which I have had plenty since 27 March.

Kevin Westermann
Richards Bay

Honeyguides feast on discarded beeswax

BELOW: Scaly-throated and Lesser Honeyguides feeding on the beeswax 
Photos: Kevin Westermann

Back to contents
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Observations of 

Pied Crow behaviour

Photos: Ingrid Weiersbye

Burnt veld had attracted groups of Pied Crows scavenging 

on roasted insects and  small invertebrates. One bird was seen 

carrying half of a fresh rodent, uncharred, as evidenced by  

blood on the bird’s bill. Watching us from the corner of its eye, 

it strode away about 30 metres to a mole-rat mound where it 

proceeded to shove the mouse into the soft soil, burying it. The 

crow then stood alongside and called boldly and confidently 

before moving away. We went to investigate what we’d seen 

and discovered the rodent was well buried with only the tail left 

exposed.

Do Pied Crows predate nestlings?

Gourmand crows
PIED Crows in particular arouse conflicting feelings and 

emotions. Their numbers appear to be escalating everywhere, 

and evidence of their aggressive harassment of other bird 

species, even raptors, abounds. They are, however, intelligent 

and entertaining, as an observation a while back near Howick 

recalls.

A friend’s personal anecdote involved a Cape Crow in Mata 

Mata camp, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. Maxi Holder 

watched the bird behaving similarly, striding with a piece of 

boerewors, quite possibly stolen. Fascinated, and lamenting 

her lack of a camera, she watched it bury the boerewors.

Lovett (1998) and Marshall (1979) describe burying by 

corvids as storage. We wondered if our Pied Crow would be 

able to recall which soil-mound, of many, held its rotting 

morsel. We also speculated on the reason – perhaps it’s to 

mature and “ripen” the meat, as we’ve not come across similar 

behaviour with other food-stuffs.

The bridges over the N1 in the Free State south of Tierpoort 

towards Smithfield harbour some large colonies of the 

endemic South African Cliff Swallow. Approaching one such 

road bridge we saw crows hovering on the south side just under 

the overhang, expertly and skillfully catching the wind current 

under the bridge to enable them  to investigate and access the 

breeding swallow nests with young.

Ingrid and Roger Weiersbye-Porter
Howick

ANOTHER  interesting  observation with regard to Pied 

Crows’ foraging behaviour, and rather concerning, was 

encountered on the N1 motorway south to Cape Town in April 

2018.

The Pied Crow carrying the delicacy

Burying it in the mole-rat mound

Proclaiming noisily

The tail marks the spot where the prey
was buried

Finding a convenient perch for fine dining

NORMALLY these roads in the Amber Lee residential estate in Howick 

will be filled with vehicles, residents walking their dogs, gardeners 

cutting lawns and open spaces, but during lock down in April it became 

virtually deserted. It appears that the Jackal Buzzard that usually hangs 

out on fence posts and telephone poles on the perimeter of the estate, 

took advantage of the lack of activity to move closer to the homes to 

hunt for prey. Black-headed Herons are well adapted to the estate, 

making good use of lawns as well as areas set aside for conservation 

where natural grass is growing. This is obviously suitable habitat for a 

variety of rodents and other creatures that form part of their diet and, 

they too, find rooftops and poles convenient for dining.

Crystelle Wilson
Howick

Photos: Crystelle Wilson 

BELOW RIGHT: The buzzard caught a vlei rat on the ground 

BELOW: A car drove past and the bird carried its prey to the 

pole where it proceeded to devour it.

and flew to the roof of a house on 24 April 2020

TOP RIGHT: The Jackal Buzzard sits on a pole normally used 

by a Black-headed Heron, 29 April 2020

on a pole a few metres from the road to consume its meal, 25 April 2020

BELOW: The following day was overcast, but once again the Jackal Buzzard had a successful hunt, 

although it caught a smaller rodent. This was near the gatehouse of the estate and the bird landed 
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HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT APRIL 2020

One immature, Port Edward, 

KZN Rarity

An adult and a juvenile, near Mtunzini, 13 February 

to 14 March 2020, Hugh Chittenden.

ALLEN’S GALLINULE Porphyrio alleni

KZN Rarity

RARITIES

AFRICAN CRAKE Crex egregia

HI ALL garden birders! This is a short report as most 

people have been locked down and rarity sightings have 

been confined to those pre-lockdown and whatever people 

might be seeing from their gardens. Nevertheless, the 

BirdLife Port Natal lockdown challenge has been throwing 

up some interesting sightings, although not much rare yet.

Unlike the Jackal Buzzard that uses its powerful beak to rip up its prey, the heron swallows 

Photos: Crystelle Wilson    

in Howick to deal with its catch of the day, on 4 April 2020 (top) and 15 April 2020 (below).

ABOVE: A Black-headed Heron making use of the rooftops in the Amber Lee residential estate 

the rodents whole. The buzzard and heron remained sitting on their perches for some time

afterwards while digesting their meals.  

National Rarity

Lia Steen and others.

25 February – 14 April 2020, Stan Culley, 

WESTERN MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus

One, Mtunzini, 22 March 2020 (SA Rare Bird News)

AYRES’S HAWK EAGLE Hieraaetus ayresii

KZN Rarity

One immature, Illovo Beach, 29 February 2020, 

Tyron Dall.

One, Durban Botanic Gardens, 22 March 2020, 

Sandi du Preez.

One, Richards Bay, 23 March 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Kwambonambi, 9 April 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Midmar Nature Reserve, 8 March 2020, 

Lesser Grey Shrike

One, Western Shores, Isimangaliso Wetland Park, 

21-22 March 2020, Caroline Fox.

Ant-eating Chat

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Bennett’s Woodpecker

One female, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 14 March 2020, 

Paul Bartho.

Red-necked Spurfowl

One, Hillcrest, 21 April 2020, Dave Rimmer.

Ingrid Weiersbye.

One on the Durban Bay count, 24 February 2020, 

OTHER SIGHTINGS

Eurasian Curlew

David Allan.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here have been submitted 

directly to me or have been posted on the SABirdNet or 

SA Rare Bird News and have not been vetted by any 

rarities committee for validation unless otherwise noted. 

As such, the information presented here should be used 

with due consideration. 

59 Edmonds Road

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder

DURBAN 4001

Ross’s Turaco

On the FaceBook group “The Garden Game Ranger 

Challenge”, Duncan Heafield posted a picture of a 

Ross’s Turaco in Lower La Lucia. Apparently, there is a 

group of about seven that have been around for 4-5 

years, presumably escapees from an aviary.

031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302

e-mail: sdavis@smri.org

CLUB NEWS AND CHAIRS’ CHIRPS

I AM writing this as we approach our third week of national lockdown and have 

had many thoughts along the way about the different experiences many people 

may have had during this time.  For myself, and I suspect for many of our BLPN 

club members, we are privileged to have both space and access to at least some 

resources to keep us going. We are keenly aware, however, that there are many 

people in our urban areas who have neither of these. This leaves one with the slightly schizophrenic sensation of feeling 

guilty when we enjoy some of the things that lockdown has brought to us – cleaner air, quieter neighbourhoods, the luxury 

of TIME to just pause, look and experience what is in our own backyards.

As a result of the risks inherent in the Covid-19 pandemic, I made a decision as chair to suspend all club indoor and 

outdoor activities on 16 March 2020. This was followed by the national lockdown on 27 March, resulting in the 

cancellation of all the organised April activities. To bridge this gap, BLPN initiated the Lockdown Bird Count Competition 

and, judging by the email feedback received, this has provided lots of amusement and entertainment, not only for the 

participants, but the people following the reports on our website and Facebook Group. Anyone can have a look at the 

updates which are on the dedicated webpage on our slowly evolving website at https://blpn.org/blpns-lockdown-bird-

count/. 

After the first week, we had 57 households competing in the count and 184 species had been recorded between all 

checklists. People are participating from all over KZN, wherever their stay-in-place location is, and so we are getting a 

wonderful selection of species from across KZN. The checklists for the combined group as well as the urban and rural 

participants are available on the site for download. There is also a Facebook lockdown album into which competition 

participants can add unique species and, amazingly, we had 100 species in that album after 11 days. Good going, 

everyone!  The reports from members often include pictures and these have been wonderful to look at.

Just before lockdown our first committee meeting following the AGM saw the newly appointed committee having our 

first management meeting to agree on roles and responsibilities. The 2020 committee is therefore myself, Nicolette 

Forbes, as chair; Adam Cruickshank as vice-chair and co-ordinator of the BLPN Sapphire Coast Birding satellite; a new 

member, Carron Dove, who willingly offered to act as secretary; Jane Morris doing an exceptional job of organising 

activities for club members; Rob Jamieson who will take forward a habitat restoration portfolio this year; and a second 

new member, Ben von Wielligh, who has taken on the co-ordination and management of the 2021 Calendar and also 

volunteered to assist Jane with her portfolio.

BirdLife
PORT NATAL
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The club, and forum, are fortunate to have the use of 

the Ambers facilities, given certain conditions. This has 

been very beneficial to the club and to forum, and I hope 

also to the Ambers and their residents. I thank Meyrick 

Bowker, representing the Ambers, for his assistance and 

help, as well as Peter Divall and Sean Glynn for liaising 

with Meyrick in ensuring the continued success of the 

partnership.

Ornithology. The club has undertaken to continue to support both CAR and CWAC for as long as possible. CWAC is in any 

event likely to remain into the future as it contributes well towards South Africa’s RAMSAR Convention obligations. The 

future of CAR is a little less certain, but the Fitztitute is, for now, continuing to curate these data. In light of this, the club 

felt it is best to continue to build on this well-structured data collection, stretching back to 1998. We as a club note with 

sadness the passing of Shirley Bennett, who for many years was the stalwart organiser of both CWAC and CAR in the 

Midlands. 

After the AGM formalities, we were privileged to be entertained by Clive Vivier’s address on The role of birds and bees 

and biobanks in preserving our biodiversity. Clive is a passionate and practical conservationist living in Mtunzini, 

involved in the Manyoni Private Game Reserve. Clive’s talk dealt mostly with two serious issues we are dealing with in 

Southern Africa, climate change and veld management. His practical and bottom-up approach is refreshing in a world of 

more and more complicated issues. Lunch was then enjoyed in the Ambers’ dining room.

On 14 March, the biennial autumn edition of the BirdLife KZN Forum was held at the Ambers. We managed to sneak 

this in just before lockdown. Peter Divall, chair of this forum, put together an excellent and varied programme, with a 

broad range of 16 speakers varying from professional 

conservation staff and ornithologists,to conservation 

students and people generally involved in matters 

ornithological or conservation. Peter had the 

programme set well ahead of time and well advertised, 

meaning that this edition had record attendance. An 

item of these forums is that Professor Colleen Downs’ 

students from UKZN have a chance to showcase their 

studies. BirdLife SA ensure that they always have at 

least one representative at these forums, and in this case 

we were lucky to have two, Ernst Retief and Linda van 

den Heever. The next forum will also be at the Ambers, 

and given the size and convenience of the venue, please 

make an effort to attend.

Stay safe and healthy everyone.

Saturday 22 February saw KZNM holding our AGM, ably chaired by club president Mike Spain. Sally Cumming, our 

long-standing and very efficient secretary, ensured the administrative details were well completed. Treasurer Viv O’Neill 

reported on healthy club finances, much of which we need to disburse to bird conservation causes. The committee has 

remained much as it was, with Drummond Densham stepping down to enable him to fully give of his time to other 

commitments, especially his work with the Game Rangers Association of Africa. Peter Divall is a most welcome addition 

back onto the committee after a year’s sabbatical. Few clubs can operate without a solid committee, and I am very 

fortunate to have a very solid one here in the Midlands running the club.

With lockdown there has been a shift to garden 

birding, at least for those who are lucky enough to have 

gardens. BirdLife have also been making a concerted 

effort with webinars and YouTube presentations, so, for 

those not following these platforms, now is the time to 

make a concerted effort to start. This is an excellent way 

of keeping in touch and up to date.

Colin Summersgill
060 827 3785

We anticipate the possibility that the lockdown may be extended beyond 16 April, but in the meantime we are carrying 

on with our club planning so we have things ready for members to participate in once we are back together again in person.   

Our June-September diary is included within this edition of KZN birds and we will advise of any changes in response to 

the Covid-19 requirements. 

Nicolette Forbes
082 451 8078

One thing that has been intriguing during this time is that members seem to be sharing more with each other from their 

isolated positions. From my perspective, I have certainly “met” a number of members, albeit electronically, and had 

conversations about birds as well as discovered some incredibly talented photographers within the club that I have not 

really been aware of before. One of our members, Hazel Nevin, made my day by sharing with me that the lockdown 

competition had “made her feel part of our birding family” and that “it had also made her look at her own patch in more 

detail, increasing her appreciation of everything around her”.  This really got to the heart of what this competition was 

supposed to achieve and I hope that this leaves us with a lasting appreciation and understanding of how to improve the 

world by making our own patches a little richer by looking, planting indigenous and not using poisons.

Photo: Nicolette Forbes
Little Sparrowhawk Purple-crested Turaco

Photo: Roger Hogg
Familiar Chat

Photo: Mike Du Trevou
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The monthly indoor meetings at the Ambers continue to be popular with good attendance. The bi-monthly PMB 

meetings at Woodgrove are perhaps less popular, but always popular with the local residents. Sean Glynn works very hard 

on finding speakers for these meetings.

At the end of January the club, ably directed by Anita and Peter Divall, undertook the biennial CAR (Co-ordinated 

Avifaunal Roadcount) counts. All eight of the Midlands routes were completed. The period 15 January to 15 February also 

meant the time for the biennial CWAC (Co-ordinated Wetland Avifaunal Count) counts. These were co-ordinated by Eve 

Hughes and included counts at Gartmore, Midmar, Hlatikulu, Darvill and Albert Falls. With the passing of the Animal 

Demography Unit (ADU), the data for these counts are now hosted by the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute of African 

I AM writing this from the midst of an unprecedented lockdown, from which I 

suspect we will emerge into a somewhat changed world. Possibly the biggest 

impact will be on the tourist sector, mostly I surmise the closure of businesses 

unable to survive the complete lack of tourists during this time. Coupled to 

this is the likely death knell of South African Airways.

Looking back on the activities of the last few months, the club was busy 

with the usual round of outings and meetings, with the added round of CAR and CWAC counts and the BirdLife KZN 

Forum. As usual, the Darvill outings took place on the first Sunday of the month, but without the April one because of the 

COVID-19 lock down. Darvill is struggling a little bird-wise at the moment with the additional work being done around 

the sewage works, but still remains a good bird outing in the greater Pietermaritzburg  area. The January Sunday trip to 

Eston Ponds was cancelled due to weather, but the Wednesday trip took place. The Wednesday February trip was the 

annual club trip away. This year was four nights to the Sand Forest Lodge in Hluhluwe, with day trips out from there. The 

March outings to Umvoti Vlei fell victim to a lack of interest, falling on the same weekend as forum and the Wednesday 

outing to COVID-19. Eve Hughes does a great job finding venues and leaders for these outings.

ABOVE: At the KZN Bird Forum were, from left to 

right, Shannon Hoffman, Bill Howes, Colin 

Summersgill, and David and Debbie Allan.

BELOW: From left, Mbali Sosibo, Lara Jordan 

Photos: Crystelle Wilson
and Cormac Price
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GREETINGS from Zululand. As you read this, we will either have been released 

from “hard lockdown” due to the Corona (Covid-19) virus, or not. Either way I 

hope that you took/are taking the time to rest, relax and reflect on the beauty 

around us. People may be contained, but our beautiful nature and birdlife 

continues to flourish in the absence of crowds and pollution. 

Perhaps many of you too have taken up the BirdLasser lockdown challenge to 

bird in your garden. It will be interesting to hear the numbers once this is over (and yes, this too shall pass). Those blessed 

to be living in larger areas will obviously have bigger bird numbers. If, like me, you live in a 4x4 patch of garden, maybe 

less, but it is still a blessing to be able to sit and just observe. I was excited to have a Red-capped Robin-Chat appear at my 

birdbath, a sure sign that cooler weather is on the way.

In reflecting on the past two months 

prior to lockdown, we were blessed to 

have two great outings.

A total of 67 species were recorded in 

the pentad during our four hours. We 

were looking again for the Chestnut-

banded Plover, but alas, it was not 

sighted. All the usual waders were 

around, and we had the bonus of a 

Western Osprey and African Marsh 

Harrier.

February saw us congregate at St 

Lucia to walk the estuary. The water 

level, which was far higher due to good 

rains, meant fewer water edges for 

birds, but it was an enjoyable outing 

nevertheless, with a host of the birds 

sighted within the car park area before 

setting off down the boardwalk to the 

beach.

Barrie George Willis

The second outing was to Perlemoen Farm where 38 species were spotted.  This 

was our last outing before the Covid-19 pandemic hit us. Two outings, to Sezela Sugar Mill and Lake Eland, were 

cancelled earlier due to inclement weather conditions.

The committee have made the decision to cancel all our planned 

outings for the time being. This has been done to safeguard members’ 

health. We will advise everyone when we are back in business, which 

we sincerely hope won’t be too long.

WE have managed two outings this year so far. On 26 January 2020, we visited San 

Lameer Estate where we identified 44 bird species. We were struck by a beautiful 

tree which looked similar to the coastal coral tree, but with different blooms. It was 

explained to us that it was a Livingston’s Erythrina coral tree from Zambia. 

Culley’s Dam report: As we are fairly isolated, life on and around 

the dam carries on, more or less, as normal. Birding has been fairly 

quiet for the last couple of months compared with the excitement of 

last year. The main highlight is an immature Allen’s Gallinule which 

has taken up temporary residence. The bird’s moult into adult 

plumage is well under way.

Further details and photographs can be found on our blog: 

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com
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Allen’s Gallinule, Port Edward, March 2020

Photo: Stan Culley

TROGONS
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Photo: Richard Johnstone

BELOW: At the St Lucia estuary in February were, from left to right, 
Diana Russell, Helen and Paul Rollinson, 

Carole Hills and Richard Johnstone

The March outing was to our local haunt at the Umzingazi Weir. The group not only spent time on the weir, but also did a 

great birding walk towards Green Hills (Forrally Ally as it’s locally known) and a newly created pathway which wound 

through a beautiful forest canopy. This then covered two pentads; 50 species were seen between the two. The highlights 

were the Lemon Dove, as well as both the Purple-crested and Livingstone’s Turaco in the same tree.

In the meantime, enjoy your stay at home and prepare yourselves mentally for the new normal. Life as we know it will 

not be the same again post Covid-19, but our beautiful nature will still be out there to enjoy. I know I, for one, will be amped 

to head for the bush again. Until then stay home and stay safe.

082 465 6 966

Sadly, due to lockdown, we had to postpone our AGM scheduled for April. A new date will be set once we know we are 

able to move about and gather freely, whenever that will be.

Carole Hills

Following an interesting atlasing workshop held at Ingula late last year (thanks, Ernst), the group is becoming more 

active in atlasing and contributing to citizen science projects. Most of the members are pre-retirement and currently 

working, so expeditions are limited to weekends and public holidays.

Peter Nelson 

The club is running a lockdown challenge which produced some really interesting sightings. Members have reported 

three vulture species, including the Bearded, and the first Olive Sunbird west of the Tugela. You are welcome to contact the 

chair at  for more information. nelsonpa@eskom.co.za

THE Ladysmith Birders are progressing well, with approximately 30 

members. Low numbers, but we usually have about a 110% turnout at 

meetings.  (There is  not much going on in Ladysmith!) Daniel Dolpire 

presented on cranes at a recent meeting, which was well received. The 

Birders also have a number of outings planned this year, and hope to visit 

Memel and St Lucia on overnight outings post lockdown. The group has 

regular outings to the Malendeni Sewage Works and Weenen Nature Reserve. 

BirdLasser has added a new dimension to birding in Ladysmith, and members are involved in a number of challenges. 

The 50 km Ladysmith challenge, recording all birds logged within 50km of Ladysmith, resulted in 14,387 records and 361 

species being recorded within 50km of the town in 2019. The highest individual records was 284 species, recorded by 

Nevil Ball. The group also runs seasonal challenges amongst members, recording birds seen throughout South Africa, 

which leads to some seriously competitive behaviour. The summer challenge, ending in April, has already resulted in over 

9,000 records and 512 species being recorded. The records lead to interesting debates at meetings, allowing the club to 

meet its twin objectives of promoting birding in Ladysmith and promoting Ladysmith as a birding destination.

082 457 2256 
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GREETINGS from Zululand. As you read this, we will either have been released 

from “hard lockdown” due to the Corona (Covid-19) virus, or not. Either way I 

hope that you took/are taking the time to rest, relax and reflect on the beauty 

around us. People may be contained, but our beautiful nature and birdlife 

continues to flourish in the absence of crowds and pollution. 

Perhaps many of you too have taken up the BirdLasser lockdown challenge to 

bird in your garden. It will be interesting to hear the numbers once this is over (and yes, this too shall pass). Those blessed 

to be living in larger areas will obviously have bigger bird numbers. If, like me, you live in a 4x4 patch of garden, maybe 

less, but it is still a blessing to be able to sit and just observe. I was excited to have a Red-capped Robin-Chat appear at my 

birdbath, a sure sign that cooler weather is on the way.

In reflecting on the past two months 

prior to lockdown, we were blessed to 

have two great outings.

A total of 67 species were recorded in 

the pentad during our four hours. We 

were looking again for the Chestnut-

banded Plover, but alas, it was not 

sighted. All the usual waders were 

around, and we had the bonus of a 

Western Osprey and African Marsh 

Harrier.

February saw us congregate at St 

Lucia to walk the estuary. The water 

level, which was far higher due to good 

rains, meant fewer water edges for 

birds, but it was an enjoyable outing 

nevertheless, with a host of the birds 

sighted within the car park area before 

setting off down the boardwalk to the 

beach.

Barrie George Willis

The second outing was to Perlemoen Farm where 38 species were spotted.  This 

was our last outing before the Covid-19 pandemic hit us. Two outings, to Sezela Sugar Mill and Lake Eland, were 

cancelled earlier due to inclement weather conditions.

The committee have made the decision to cancel all our planned 

outings for the time being. This has been done to safeguard members’ 

health. We will advise everyone when we are back in business, which 

we sincerely hope won’t be too long.

WE have managed two outings this year so far. On 26 January 2020, we visited San 

Lameer Estate where we identified 44 bird species. We were struck by a beautiful 

tree which looked similar to the coastal coral tree, but with different blooms. It was 

explained to us that it was a Livingston’s Erythrina coral tree from Zambia. 

Culley’s Dam report: As we are fairly isolated, life on and around 

the dam carries on, more or less, as normal. Birding has been fairly 

quiet for the last couple of months compared with the excitement of 

last year. The main highlight is an immature Allen’s Gallinule which 

has taken up temporary residence. The bird’s moult into adult 

plumage is well under way.

Further details and photographs can be found on our blog: 

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com
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BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

 Participation is at your own risk. An indemnity form must be signed by each participant at the start of the activity.  

Saturday 6 June 07h30 – Atlasing for beginners using BirdLasser at Springside Nature Reserve with Nicolette Forbes  –  

a hands-on atlasing session using the BirdLasser App.  We will be focussing on making sure people are aware of the way in 

which trip cards are set up, logging species and submitting data. The SABAP2 protocols will be explained in detail and 

everyone will get a chance to set up, log birds and ask questions. Please bring chairs and smartphones. Please confirm 

attendance with Nicky on 082 451 8078. 

KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR ANY ACTIVITY BEFOREHAND TO GET DIRECTIONS, 

MEETING PLACE and PARTICULAR REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ACTIVITY.  

Try to share lifts where possible to limit our carbon footprint when travelling to and from activities.

083 791 7676 or   cati.vawda@gmail.com

If unsure, ask the activity leader when you make contact to confirm your attendance.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: Please don’t forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and chairs to socialise afterwards. 

Please note that many places now charge, so take entrance money, Wild and/or Rhino Cards with you.

and knowledge to lead activities for the benefit and enjoyment of club members.

DIRECTIONS TO VENUES. Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/.

JUNE 2020

Wednesday 10 June 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville). Butterfly equivalents of birds with Steve Woodhall. Come and 

have fun with comparing butterflies to birds. Charaxes = Raptors, LBJ’s = Skippers, Pitta = Gold Banded Forester, 

Cuckoos = Skollies, etc. 

Sunday 28 June 07h30 – Umdoni Park, Pennington with Tyron Dall. Meet at the Environmental Centre. Umdoni Park 

consists of pristine coastal and riparian forest. It is one of the best places south of Durban to find the elusive Green 

Malkoha. Winter will also be a good time to visit to try and find Spotted Ground Thrush, White-starred Robin and Olive 

Bushshrike. Other forest specials to look out for include Narina Trogon, Lemon Dove, Crowned Eagle, Scaly-throated 

Honeyguide, Brown Scrub Robin, etc. Please confirm attendance via email or WhatsApp,  dalltyron@gmail.com,

Wednesday 17 June 07h30 – Westville library and dog park area with Sandi du Preez. A lovely area to look for our local 

winter birds, with a pond and lots of trees. Meet in the car park behind the Westville Civic Centre. Bring chairs and a picnic 

for after the walk. Please contact Sandi on 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

Tuesday 23 June 08h30 – North Park Reserve sit-in with Jane Morris. A well-established picnic site where bird parties 

often come to feed in winter. Grey Waxbill and a host of little seed eaters are often seen here. We will find some sun to 

warm us at this time of the year and we should have a pleasant morning birding. We will meet in the main picnic area, bring 

chairs and a morning picnic with you. A small entrance fee is payable or produce a Gold Rhino card.  Please advise Jane of 

attendance 082 442 2982, janette@mweb.co.za

JULY 2020

Wednesday 8 July 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville). Nature journaling for birders with Cati Vawda. New Twists in an 

Old Tale. It is strongly recommended by The practice of keeping field notes has a long history in birding and science. 

Please make use of the opportunity to bird with like-minded people who so willingly give of their time 

Thursday 13 June 13h30-16h00 – Nature journaling for birders at Springside Nature Reserve with Cati Vawda. Nature 

journaling is an essential, simple, low-cost tool for birders of all levels and birding styles. We’ll be walking and stopping, 

using maps to document where and what we observe. If you already keep a notebook or lists, please bring your current 

notebook. If not, then bring any type of notebook and pen or pencil. Please confirm attendance with Cati Vawda  

A fee of R20.00 will be charged for non-members. 

082 657 7400.

Tuesday 9 June 09h30 – Indoor meeting (Krantzkloof Birds Satellite). A talk by Ian Thompson. Topic to be advised. 

Saturday 4 July 06h30 – Bird Virginia Bush in Durban North with Nicolette and Ticky Forbes. We will explore both the 

upper and the little known lower section of this 38 ha reserve which is predominantly coastal forest and bush with some 

open patches. Great for birds and butterflies. Bring chairs and snacks to join in when we compile the morning’s bird list.  

Contact Nicky for meeting location and arrangements – WhatsApp/SMS 082 451 8078.

18 19

ACTIVITIES

Sunday 23 August 13h30-16h00 – Nature journaling for birders at Umbogavango Nature Reserve with Cati Vawda.  

Please confirm attendance with Cati Vawda 083 791 7676 or cati.vawda@gmail.com 

Saturday 29 August 06h30 – Vumbuka Nature Reserve with Sithembiso Blessing Majoka. Vumbuka is a gem that rises 

from within the factories in the Industrial Park. A walk through the forests filled with indigenous trees provides one with 

the opportunity to encounter many KZN forest specials such as Green Twinspot, Black-throated Wattle-eye, Lemon Dove 

and Spotted Ground Thrush. Please confirm attendance with Sithembiso on 073 479 8585 via WhatsApp or call.  

Saturday 1 August 07h00 – Giba Gorge Mountain Bike Park with Noleen Turner. The walk along the waterfall trail is 

gentle to moderate and offers a great area to sit and relax at the waterfall. Some walkers may want to progress a little further 

to the larger waterfall area. We can expect to see some of the usual suspects like Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Mountain 

Wagtail, Southern Boubou, Green-backed Camaroptera, sunbirds, apalis and Village Weavers. The area also offers more 

unique species like Dark-backed Weaver, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Crowned Eagle and Black Cuckooshrike. We 

will meet outside the conference venue. After the walk and birding we will be able to enjoy a brunch at Afros: woodfire 

pizza and coffee on offer. The area has a picnic spot or formal seating. I usually spend around six hours here and it is always 

a rewarding experience. There is a nominal entrance fee to the park. Please advise Noleen of attendance 084 702 9976 or 

noleenturner@gmail.com.

Wednesday 12 August 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville) Southern Ground Hornbill with David Allan. BirdLife South 

Africa’s Bird of the Year – Southern Ground Hornbill will be brought to life for you by David as he unravels some of its 

mysteries and marvels.  

modern birding experts as an essential tool for birders of all levels and descriptions. Nature journaling is a fun, exciting 

form of field notes. Cati Vawda will present the what, why and how of nature journaling for birders.

Wednesday 15 July 07h30  – Pigeon Valley with Sandi du Preez. A small, remnant patch of coastal bush which once 

covered the whole of the Berea. Spotted Ground Thrush is a special in winter. Entrance is free but please consider a 

donation towards the Friends of Pigeon Valley. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards. Please advise Sandi 

of attendance 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

Thursday 30 July 08h30-12h00 – Nature journaling at the Botanical Gardens with Cati Vawda. Please confirm 

attendance with Cati Vawda 083 791 7676 or cati.vawda@gmail.com 

Saturday 25 July 08h00 – Winter CWAC count with Steve Davis.  This is an important monitoring programme; you don’t 

have to be a wader expert to assist. Meet at uMngeni Bird Park. Advise Steve of attendance, 083 775 4459 or 

sdavis@smri.org. 

Sunday 26 July 07h00 – Umhlanga Nature Reserve – come and learn a little more about this estuary and its support 

habitats. Nicolette and Ticky have worked on this estuary many times since 2002 doing surveys which have included bird 

counts. There is more to this location than meets the eye. If you want to learn a little more about the habitats provided to the 

birds and how this estuary functions, join us for a morning walk followed by a beach picnic at the mouth of the estuary. 

Please confirm attendance with Nicky on 082 451 8078.  

Thursday 23 July 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Sapphire Coast) Gardening for birds with Gill Van Wyk. Attracting birds to 

your garden is not difficult if you know what to plant and where to site the bird baths. Gill will speak about how to plant in 

such a way that you are able to attract a wide range of species to your garden by creating different habitats. She will also 

speak about the value of insects in your garden as well as giving some ideas of supplement feeding in difficult climatic 

conditions. Venue: Lords & Legends, Amanzimtoti. Contact Adam for details 061 485 3625.

AUGUST 2020

Tuesday 11 August 09h30 – Indoor meeting (Krantzkloof Birds) with Brent Coverdale. A look at vulture movements with 

a view to prioritising conservation action.  

Wednesday 19 August 08h30 – Botanic Gardens with Sandi du Preez. Black-throated Wattle-eye is a possibility and there 

are always lots of robin-chats and thrushes in the winter months. Bring a picnic and chairs for after the walk.  Please 

contact Sandi to advise of attendance, 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

Thursday 27 August 07h30 – Krantzkloof Nature Reserve sit-in with Jane Morris. With a well-treed picnic site, a view 

over a small dam and down into the valley and some sun to warm us at this time of the year, we should have a pleasant 

morning birding. Crowned Eagle is well known at this site. We will meet in the main picnic area, bring chairs and a 

morning picnic with you. There is an entrance fee of R50.00 pp or produce a Gold Rhino card. Please advise Jane of 

attendance 082 442 2982, janette@mweb.co.za.
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Wednesday 9 September 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville) Kglagadi Transfrontier Park with Steve Davis. “Do you 

want a change from the lush green vegetation of KZN? Are you tired of Hadadas, Dark-capped Bulbuls and Common 

Mynas? Then come along on a trip to the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, where lots of sand and dead trees are the landscape, 

and the typical birds are Pale Chanting Goshawks, Sociable Weavers and Kori Bustards. Oh, there will also be a scattering 

of mammals and reptiles as well.”

Wednesday 23 September 07h30 – Paradise Valley Nature Reserve with Sandi du Preez. Forest and riverine birding, 

Mountain Wagtails are always present. The reserve is at the end of the road. There is a small entrance fee and pensioners’ 

rate. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards. Please advise Sandi of attendance  031 701 4839 or 

rex-aspeling@gmail.com. 

SEPTEMBER 2020

Saturday 5 September 06h30 – Brettenwood Coastal Estate with Rex Aspeling. With a number of trails through pristine 

coastal forest and nine dams, the bird list for Brettenwood is over 250 species. For directions and access number to 

Brettenwood, contact Rex Aspeling at least 24 hours before the event, 082 301 8177 by phone or WhatsApp or email

Thursday 17 September 08h30-12h00 – Nature journaling for birders at Westville Scout Bowl with Cati Vawda.  Please 

confirm attendance with Cati Vawda 083 791 7676 or cati.vawda@gmail.com.

Sunday 20 September 06h00 – Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve with Steve Davis. This is a reserve with a high habitat 

diversity: grasslands, forests, cliffs and rivers, and boasts an extensive bird list, including specials such as Brown Scrub-

Robin, Short-tailed Pipit, Crowned Eagle, Pale-crowned Cisticola and Broad-tailed Warbler. Depending on spring rains, 

the wildflowers could also be good. Bring along morning tea, picnic lunch and chairs. Meet at the gate at 06h00 and we 

will proceed from there.

Saturday 26 September 07h00 – Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve with Tyron Dall. Oribi Gorge is situated along the 

spectacular forest-cloaked ravine of the uMzimkulwana River. The reserve also offers outstanding forest and other 

birding. Specials include Knysna Woodpecker, Narina Trogon, Grey Cuckooshrike, Crowned Eagle and African Wood 

Owl. Please confirm attendance via email or WhatsApp 082 657 7400.dalltyron@gmail.com, 

Thursday 23 September 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Sapphire Coast). Bird quiz and games night. This night will be an 

opportunity to come together and learn more about birds while having lots of fun (and possibly winning a prize along the 

way). The night will not only cater for experienced birders, but will provide opportunity for everyone to participate, no 

matter what your level of experience. Food and drinks will be on sale throughout the night from Lords & Legends. Venue: 

Lords & Legends, Amanzimtoti. Contact Adam for details 061 485 3625.

073 332 4431.

Wednesday 17 – Ambers Auditorium:  Nicolette Forbes Birding the hotspots of Arizona.

Tuesday 9 – Woodgrove: Eckhart Buchmann:  Pishing, does it work, including related issues of ethics and playback.

083 464 7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, outings Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, membership secretary 

e-newsletter Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Sean Glynn 082 468 5805. 

JUNE 2020

Please contact the coordinator before an outing to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements. 

We no longer have permission to leave vehicles at Greendale car park during outings (2-hour limit on parking), but we 

will meet there, unless otherwise stated, to sign indemnities. Please arrange lifts with the coordinator or friends.

Provisional list of activities: outings/meetings will obviously only take place if gatherings are permitted, 

in which case we will confirm the details.

Sunday 21 – Morning outing to Midlands Forest Lodge in Lidgetton.

Wednesday 24 – Morning outing to Midlands Forest Lodge in Lidgetton.

Sunday 7 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Roger O’Neill 083 230 6562.

Pam Nicol 071 247 3604, conservation Brent Coverdale 082 560 9769, Karin Nelson 072 779 4219,

Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  

contact Karin Nelson 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

BIRDLIFE KZN MIDLANDS 

Committee: chair Colin Summersgill 060 827 3785, vice-chair Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, treasurer Viv O'Neill 

June 28 – 07h00: San Lameer, to be confirmed

BIRDLIFE TROGONS

May 24 – 07h00: Bushbuck Trail, Southbroom
June 14 – 07h00: Umdoni Park

July 12 – 07h00: Burchell’s Coucal Eco-trail

http://birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com/

July 26 –  07h00: Oribi Gorge

May 10 – 07h00: Ellingham Estate

Click on the “Join Group” button at the top right corner of the screen.

AUGUST

Wednesday 29 – Morning outing to the Ikebana Estate on the west side of Albert Falls Dam. There is a conservation 

levy of R50pp.

Tuesday 11– Woodgrove: Carina Coetzer: The National Southern Bald Ibis Project.

July 15 to August 15 – Water bird counts (CWACs) will take place. Contact Eve Hughes if you would like to help 

033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.

Wednesday 19 –Melissa Whitecross:  An ecologist’s guide to birding South Africa’s grasslands.

Wednesday 26 – Morning outing to the Mpushini Valley. Aloe season

Sunday 2  – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Coodinator Roger O’Neill 083 230 6562.

Sunday 16 – Morning outing to the Mpushini Valley. Aloe season.

Wednesday 15 – Brent  Coverdale:  Corvids in the age of Corona – Tackling an alien species to save biodiversity .

BLKZNM Facebook group: https://bit.ly/2PeqP42 

Saturday 25 – The BLSA Roadcount (CAR) will take place.  Contact Peter Divall, 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169.

JULY 2020

Sunday 5 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Coordinator Roger O’Neill 083 230 6562.

Sunday 19 – Morning outing to the Estate Ikebana on the west side of Albert Falls Dam. There is a conservation levy 

of R50pp.
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