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KZN BIRDS is a newsletter for bird clubs in KwaZulu-Natal affiliated to BirdLife South Africa. 
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Any member of the public, whether a member of a club or not, is invited to submit articles for publication. 
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Views expressed in KZN BIRDS are not necessarily those of the editor, the clubs or BLSA. All national rarities are 
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crystelle.wilson@gmail.com or posted to Crystelle at Unit 18, Amber Lee, Private Bag X11, Howick 3290. 

to publish this special edition of the newsletter containing reports contributed by 

THE year 2020 will be remembered for the profound changes that the Covid-19 virus has brought 
about in the lives of people worldwide. New solutions on how to carry on doing things previously taken 

for granted, had to be found. Lockdown regulations and health precautions prevented the bi-annual 
KwaZulu-Natal Bird Forum from taking place in Howick in September. In its place, it was decided 

some of the regular presenters at forum.
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First ever KZN record of Rufous-cheeked Nightjar
ABOVE: 2020 will also be remembered for producing the first sighting in KZN of 

a Rufous-cheeked Nightjar in Underberg, well outside its normal range. 
See article on page 18
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The final breeding 

r e s u l t s w i l l b e 

reported on at the 

F e b r u a r y 2 0 2 1 

BirdLife KZN Forum 

meet ing.  Special 

thanks to Wildlife 

ACT for funding this 

y e a r ’ s a e r i a l 

surveys, and The 

B a t e l e u r s , f o r 

facilitating the use of 

Eugene Couzyn’s 

helicopter. 

THE global COVID-19 pandemic has affected society in a number of ways, none so 

much as the funding required for priority species monitoring. Despite these funding 

constraints, Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife and its various conservation partners 

have successfully managed to continue their various monitoring programmes during 

the course of 2020. Cranes and vultures are two important families within KwaZulu-

Natal which Ezemvelo are required to report on in terms of their annual performance 

plan. Understanding population trends and movements is a critical component of any 

conservation programme and, as such, aerial surveys and ringing/tagging are two activities which have 

continued throughout the Covid enforced restrictions. 

The plight of our vulture species has been well documented over the years, and despite 

the numerous conservation initiatives currently being undertaken, KZN’s vulture 

populations are still under threat. During the course of August 2020, Ezemvelo KwaZulu-

Natal Wildlife and Wildlife ACT, undertook the annual vulture survey for the province and the 

preliminary results are a sobering reminder that continued and sustained effort is required if 

we are to ensure that our vulture populations survive into perpetuity in the province. 

Tree nesting vulture surveys

The threat of COVID-19 and the requisite social distancing and wearing of masks were not going to deter 

dedicated conservationists from continuing their work during lockdown and so normal activities continued, 

albeit slightly differently. Wearing masks whilst tagging vultures was new to everyone, or whilst sitting in a 

chopper with the doors off, but still wearing masks, is testament to ensure that all regulations were adhered to. 

Ten years on when people view the pictures, one will hope that many will laugh that masks and buffs were 

standard uniform for a conservationist, who would have ever thought . . .

This year’s aerial survey consisted of two components: a fixed-wing airplane survey of 

the southern cluster of Zululand, which includes Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park and Thula Thula 

Private Game Reserve, and a chopper survey of the northern cluster, covering inter alia 

Pongola Nature Reserve and uMkhuze Game Reserve. In addition to the standard survey, a concerted effort 

was undertaken to locate any White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis nesting sites in the province.  

Although the results of the aerial surveys are only finalised at the end of the breeding season, the preliminary 

results for certain breeding clusters are a cause for concern, with no breeding attempts being recorded for 

African white-backed vultures Gyps africanus therein. Furthermore, no White-headed nests were recorded for 

the province. 

I HOPE that those who read this short report have been well during this very trying period of “lockdown” due to 

Covid-19. As we have had to cancel the Spring meeting of forum, Doug Bell, our forum treasurer, came up with 

the idea of producing a special issue of KZN Birds, hence this edition. A virtual forum was considered but the 

logistics were too complicated.

We hope that the Ambers Auditorium will open in the next few 

months to outside visitors and that we will be able to host the 

Autumn KZN Forum in Howick once again.

Peter Divall

The board of directors have continued with their bi-monthly 

meeting on Zoom so there has been continued communication 

during this very disruptive period.

BLSA is one of a small group of NGOs that has managed to 

maintain financial stability this year, but in 2021 it may be a 

challenge to balance the books. Please encourage your members 

to renew their membership and to also encourage them to 

subscribe to the African Birdlife magazine (for which plans are 

being made for courier delivery to your home) and to become Conservation League Members.

The board of directors of BirdLife South Africa took the decision 

early in March, before the official lockdown announcement, that all 

BLSA staff would work remotely. CEO Mark Anderson and his team 

of very dedicated staff have continued to produce work of an 

amazingly high standard during the past eight months.

I hope you will enjoy this edition of KZN Birds and we hope to see you all in March if forum can take place 

then. The dates provisionally booked for this are 13 and 14 March 2021.

I am very grateful to all the contributors who have submitted 

articles and feel sure you will enjoy reading them.

A virtual Bird Fair was held in September and was a great 

success. Weekly webinars are being held on Tuesday evenings 

and they have proved very successful. They are downloaded to 

“You Tube” the following day so you can catch up if you were not 

able to log on to the live broadcast.
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BELOW: Brent wearing standard 2020 field gear – a mask, 

and a Wattled Crane chick showing off its rings

Photos supplied

Vulture poisonings

The ever-present threat of vulture poisonings once 

again reared its head in September 2020, when a 

poisoning incident was recorded just outside 

Ladysmith. A total of eight African white-backed 

vultures and 3 Cape Vultures Gyps coprotheres 

carcasses were recovered, although it is suspected 

that additional mortalities did occur, and the 

carcasses already having been removed. A criminal 

case has been opened with the local South African 

Police Service. This is the third reported vulture 

poisoning for 2020. One of the carcasses recovered 

was a rehabilitated bird, that was involved in a 

previous poisoning event in 2019, however, this time 

it was not so fortunate. 

Crane aerial survey

Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife, in conjunction with the Endangered Wildlife Trust, have been undertaking 

crane aerial surveys in excess of 20 years. This year’s survey, kindly funded by Eskom, has once again 

produced some exciting results and is a testament to the outstanding effort of the various crane conservation 

stakeholders over the last two decades in KwaZulu-Natal. Although the final outcomes will only be completed 

after the breeding season, to include the breeding outcomes, this year’s Wattled Crane Bugeranus 

carunculatus population is again nearing 400 individuals. The growth of the entire population is not the only 

index that is measured and the increase in breeding pairs in the province must be celebrated. Although the 

provincial target of 100 breeding pairs is yet to be achieved, the increase year on year further demonstrates the 

need for consistent conservation action.

Wattled Crane chick ringing

A total of eight Wattled Crane chicks have been fitted with colour rings to date this season. The information 

that colour rings provide is invaluable to our understanding of this species and is minimally invasive. Locations 

have ranged from the midlands through to Underberg and included in such is a chick from a new breeding pair 

located just outside Cramond. 

Howick

Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife

Brent Coverdale

2020 has proven to be a 

very exciting year indeed. 

O n e  k e y  t a k e  h o m e 

m e s s a g e  i s  t h a t 

conserva t ion  i s  abou t 

p a r t n e r s h i p s .  N o  o n e 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  c a n 

accomplish everything, and 

this year has again proven 

just that. The support from 

Wildlife ACT towards vulture 

conservation in the province 

has been immense, whilst 

the Endangered Wildlife 

Trust is again spearheading 

crane conservation.  Upper Wilge Stewardship Initiative

BirdLife South Africa values the grasslands and has seen a number of key successes in the landscape 

projects to protect the threatened species that occur here. BirdLife South Africa has been a partner in a number 

of protected area declarations throughout the Grassland Biome in the Mpumalanga and Free State Provinces, 

including the Chrissiesmeer Protected Environment in January 2014, which protected 60,203 hectares of the 

most important and largest network of freshwater lakes and wetlands; the Greater Lakenvlei Protected 

Environment (GLPE) in 

2017, which safeguards 

12,000 ha of important 

grassland and wetland 

habitat near Dullstroom; 

the Sneeuwberg Protected 

Environment (SPE) in July 

2016, which conserves 

17,500 ha of threatened 

grassland habitat near 

Memel, and the Ingula 

Nature Reserve in 2018, 

which conserves 8,000 ha 

of high altitude grassland, 

wetland and escarpment 

forest near Van Reenen. 

A n o t h e r  p r o j e c t ,  t h e 

proposed Upper Wilge 

Protected Environment 

which aims to protect an 

additional 24,000 ha in the 

grasslands surrounding 

the Ingula Nature Reserve, 

i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f 

declaration. 

The Ingula Nature Reserve

BirdLife South Africa is currently actively involved in the management of the following protected areas:

SOUTH Africa’s grasslands are home to 24 threatened and endemic bird species, including Secretarybird, 

Rudd’s and Botha’s Lark, Yellow-breasted Pipit, Wattled, Grey Crowned and Blue Cranes, Cape and Bearded 

Vulture, and Southern Bald Ibis. However, only 2% of this habitat is formally protected and is under constant 

threat from alteration and destruction due to, among other, urbanisation, intense agricultural, and mining 

developments. 

Situated near Van Reenen on the escarpment between the Free State and KwaZulu-Natal, this 8,000ha 

reserve was initiated by the Ingula Partnership: a partnership between BLSA, Eskom and the Middelpunt 

Wetland Trust. The partnership and work on this project originated through the presence of the Critically 

Endangered White-winged Flufftail in the 1,200 ha wetlands protected by the recently declared nature reserve. 

BLSA is tasked with monitoring the avifaunal diversity (more than 340 bird species have been recorded since 

2003), threatened species’ breeding events and habitat suitability on the nature reserve, as well as 

coordinating avitourism events and visitors. 

Surrounding the Ingula Nature Reserve, and also initiated by the Ingula Partnership, an area of 24,000 ha of 

privately owned grassland is currently in the process of being declared a Protected Environment. BLSA, as the 

lead partner, is assisting with the landowner engagements, liaison with the provincial government, 

Photo: Dave Bruce

tagged in Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park in September 
2018, was confirmed as a breeding individual 

ABOVE:  H087, an adult Lappet-faced Vulture, 

during the 2020 survey

Highveld grassland stewardship

Back to contents

Image supplied

ABOVE: Nelsonskop, near Harrismith, which previously hosted the northern-

most breeding pair of Critically Endangered Bearded Vultures. The nesting 

site now seems to be abandoned for the past two seasons. 
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Through the Ingula Partnership, a collaboration between 

Eskom, BirdLife South Africa and the Middelpunt Wetland Trust, 

Eskom has committed to helping prevent the negative impacts 

that their electrical infrastructure is having on birds across South 

Africa. Dr Howes-Whitecross was provided with financial support to carry out important ecological modelling 

that identified the core distribution for SBSE across northern KwaZulu-Natal. She was then able to overlay the 

Eskom pole-mounted transformer box network and highlight high-risk structures within the key areas for SBSE 

that require urgent electrocution mitigation efforts. Her research was presented at the African Conference of 

Linear Infrastructure and Ecology in Skukuza, Kruger National Park in March 2019. 

The fate of South Africa’s SBSE remains to be seen, but with a dedicated team of conservationists ensuring 

that what little habitat remains is managed properly and sustainably into the future, let us hope that the survival 

of this species will become a future conservation success story. BLSA is working to put a conservation status 

review for the SBSE forward to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to address the 

threat status of this rare raptor and provide further support of its current conservation work. 

Dr Melissa Howes-Whitecross
Landscape Conservation Programme Manager

raptor and large terrestrial bird project manager at BLSA. With 

the help of experienced local guide, Sphimandla Junior Gabela, 

and PhD student of ornithology, Caroline Howes-Whitecross, an 

extensive survey of northern KZN was conducted and it was 

observed that the clearings below the powerlines and railways 

which cut through the plantations have almost recreated a 

coastal forest-grassland matrix for the perch-hunting SBSE to 

take advantage of. The concrete railway sleepers are a favoured 

spot for small reptiles to bask in the morning sun and patient 

SBSEs which use the railway pylons as a hunting perch simply 

have to watch and wait for their prey to emerge. Likewise, power 

poles with their clear-cut, open grassland below provide the ideal 

hunting perch for the SBSEs. Unfortunately, novel habitat comes 

with an element of danger for these raptors. When SBSEs land 

on electrical infrastructure they sometimes connect a live wire 

with the grounded pole and are immediately electrocuted. This is 

of particular concern when they perch on pole-mounted 

transformer boxes which have been responsible for at least four 

known cases of SBSE electrocution in KZN. 

In July 2019, a synopsis of the biology and conservation challenges facing the SBSE was presented to the 

environmental and operations management at the KZN Operating Units and representatives from the 

provincial conservation authority EKZNW. This meeting marked the launch of the KZNOU’s Southern Banded 

Snake Eagle Project in which Eskom committed to retrofit 62 high-risk transformer boxes. Fitting the 

transformer-boxes with insulating covers for the live jumper cables costs an average of R30,000 per box. 

Eskom has committed staff and resources to this important conservation effort and has been instrumental in 

supporting BLSA’s conservation work, through the Ingula Partnership for over 15 years. By the end of 2019, all 

62 transformer boxes were retrofitted and the rapid response by Eskom to this threat is commendable. 

In 2020, this project was taken forward with Eskom through the Ingula Partnership and two SBSE were fitted 

with telemetry devices to learn more about the movement and space-use of the birds within the town of 

Mtunzini. This study will assist BLSA to understand more about these birds and develop relevant, effective 

conservation strategies. A second project linked to monitoring transformer boxes with camera traps will also 

launch in 2020 and will help further our understanding of how wildlife is interacting with these structures. 

Previously retrofitted transformer boxes will be part of this study and will assist in monitoring how effective the 

retrofitment is in keeping wildlife and SBSE safe.  

Loss of suitable habitat across northern KZN has reduced 

the local population of SBSE and the species was uplisted to Critically Endangered in South Africa in 2015 with 

an estimated fewer than 50 mature individuals remaining. Globally, the species is listed as Near Threatened in 

2004 with a population estimate of between 670-2000 individuals and a declining population trend. 

BirdLife South Africa’s SBSE project commenced in 2015 with a few ad hoc surveys of northern KZN. Dr 

Melissa Howes-Whitecross was tasked with taking the SBSE project forward in 2018 when she started as the 

THE Southern Banded Snake Eagle (SBSE), Circaetus 

fasciolatus, is a cryptic and elusive predator of the East 

African coastal belt and riparian corridors, south of the 

Sahara. In South Africa, the species is restricted to northern 

KwaZulu-Natal. Their global distribution extends along the 

east coast of Africa from southern Somalia through to the 

north-east of South Africa. However, the presence of SBSE is 

highly fragmented across this range. 

Historically, the SBSE occurred further south into 
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species recorded as Durban, South Africa (100km south of 

their current distribution limit in Amatikulu Nature Reserve). 

This is indicative of the large range contraction that SBSE 

have already undergone in the recent past, driven by 

expansion of human settlements, intensive agriculture 

(sugar-cane), timber plantations, damming of rivers and 

mining that has reduced coastal forests and grasslands in the 

KwaZulu-Natal coast. A single pair remains in Port 

Shepstone but the majority of birds are found north of 
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Avitourism is an important objective for the 

management plans of all these protected areas, and birders are encouraged to explore the grasslands through 

the BirdLife South Africa Birding Routes or by contacting Carina Pienaar,   carina.coetzer@birdlife.org.za

BLSA collaborated with the World Wildlife 

Fund to declare the crucial grasslands around 

Memel especially for habitat specialists and 

grassland endemics like Rudd’s Lark and Yellow-

breasted Pipit. Although already declared in 

2016, BLSA is engaged in post-declaration 

s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  l a n d o w n e r s ,  e n s u r i n g 

implementation of the management plan and 

avifaunal monitoring, all whilst restarting 

landowner engagements for a second phase 

aimed at enlarging the protected area and 

conducting species research. 
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Ingula Project Manager

Sneeuwberg Protected Environment

Back to contents

7

Back to contents

Photo: Keven Scott

A Southern Banded Snake Eagle 
perches on a distribution line

Collaborating for conservation to save the Critically 
Endangered Southern Banded Snake Eagle

with a tracking device

Photo: Jess Briner

Melissa Howes-Whitecross 
prepares to release a male Southern 
Banded Snake Eagle after fitting it 

ABOVE: Yellow-breasted Pipit

Photo: Carina Pienaar

http://carina.coetzer@birdlife.org.za
mailto:carina.coetzer@birdlife.org.za


6 7
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Dr Melissa Howes-Whitecross
Landscape Conservation Programme Manager
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It was not until the younger male crane was 

a fully grown juvenile that he was introduced to 

the older female crane. This was done to 

ensure that there was no risk of him being 

threatened or intimidated by the older, bigger 

bird. Awkward in each other’s company at first, 

the newly acquainted pair soon settled into 

amicable companionship. The pair were fed 

and cared for together for six months prior to 

release. It was essential to wait until the older 

bird’s primary feathers had grown out and the 

younger bird was old enough to survive on his 

own before the release could be planned. 

The second crane, a male, was admitted to 

FreeMe Wildlife with a sibling after being 

surrendered by a member of the public who was 

attempting to raise three crane chicks. The FreeMe 

Wildlife team drove to Ixopo on 18 February 2019 to 

fetch them. The crane was about four weeks old 

and weighed 400 grams on admission. One of his 

siblings had already died by the time the team 

arrived in Ixopo, and the remaining sibling had 

multiple fractures in the leg and wing due to 

malnutrition, causing excruciating pain and 

resulting in the chick not being able to stand. These 

breaks, known as “green-stick” fractures are 

extremely common in cranes and other bird species 

hand-reared on an incorrect diet. Not long after 

admission, this chick died.

The male crane required intensive rehabilitation to counteract the malnutrition and bring his condition up. He 

was weighed three times a day and fed small amounts of highly nutritious food six times a day. His weight gain 

had to be limited to 5% of his body weight per day to ensure that he did not put additional strain on his brittle 

bones. Since wild cranes spend most of their 

days walking and foraging to find food, crane 

chicks in captivity tend to guzzle down large 

quantities of food if it is offered freely. To 

simulate more natural eating behaviour, 

smaller meals have to be offered more often. 

One of the enrichment techniques used at 

FreeMe Wildlife to encourage exercise and 

natural foraging behaviour to develop, is done 

by sprinkling the food around on the floor and 

not limiting feeding to one large meal in a 

single spot. As the crane got older and his legs 

began to strengthen and his weight began to 

stabilise, feeds and weigh-ins became less 

frequent. 

and tail feathers cut off with scissors, necessitating 

the surviving female being held at FreeMe Wildlife 

for over a year until enough of the primary feathers 

had regrown sufficiently to allow her to fly.

GREY Crowned Cranes are ToPS (Threatened or Protected Species) and are listed as Endangered on the 

IUCN Red Data List. Their numbers have rapidly declined in the last 40-odd years because of the loss of their 

natural habitat and the illegal removal of chicks and eggs from the wild. Both cranes in this story were admitted 

to FreeMe Wildlife as chicks, received 

from two different i l legal captive 

situations. Tragically, both of their 

siblings would later succumb to their 

injuries. 

The first crane, a female, was brought 

in on 5 September 2019 with her sibling 

after being confiscated by Ezemvelo 

KZN Wildlife. She was five months old 

and weighed 2.4 kg. She and her sibling 

had been confined to a small chicken run. 

Her sibling had suffered a severely 

broken wing which had been left 

untreated and consequently healed at an 

awkward, crooked angle. Sadly, the 

rescue came too late for this beautiful 

creature and he did not survive. Added to 

this, both cranes had the primary wing 

BELOW: The female Grey Crowned Crane on admission 
to FreeMe Wildlife

BELOW: A crane chick exploring the Waterbird Aviary, 
using instincts, and developing life-skills.

ABOVE: The male Grey Crowned Crane on admission 
to FreeMe Wildlife

Images supplied

The story of two Grey Crowned Cranes
Back to contents

The following properties are part of the Zululand Vulture Safe Zone

Many of the landowners maintain supplementary feeding sites for the local vulture populations. A mobile 

chat group is used to monitor the whereabouts of the birds and to manage a coordinated feeding programme in 

the hopes that a consistent supply of food will minimize the lure of carcasses laced with poison by poachers. In 

addition they will now ensure that carcasses and gut piles put out at so-called “vulture restaurants” are lead and 

contaminant free, that water reservoirs are fitted with “escape” ladders to prevent drownings, and that lead-free 

ammunition is used for hunting and culling. Select members of staff will receive poison response training, 

nesting trees will be safeguarded, powerlines will be monitored and nesting vultures will be kept free of 

disturbance.

Although vulture safe zones may not remove the threat to vultures presented by poachers, it will go a long 

way towards minimising those threats that are perfectly preventable. BirdLife South Africa would like to thank 

those landowners and reserve managers who are committed to ensuring that vultures remain an enduring part 

of the Zululand landscape.

Linda van den Heever 

Vulture Project Manager

SOUTH Africa’s beautiful Zululand region, situated in northern KwaZulu-Natal, plays host to five of the 

country’s nine vulture species. It is also an important breeding area, particularly for the tree-nesting White-

backed Vulture (now regarded as Critically Endangered by the IUCN). Driven by the passionate Clive Vivier, 

owner of Leopard Mountain Lodge, landowners in the region have now committed to managing their properties 

as Vulture Safe Zones. Covering the length of the Zululand Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, the newly 

established Zululand Vulture Safe Zone stretches from Pongola Game Reserve in the north, to the borders of 

the uMhkuze section of iSimangaliso National Park. 

Pongola Game Reserve, Pongola Game Reserve South, Harloo Ranch, Magudu Game Reserve, Somkhanda Community Game 

Reserve. Mpeti Safaris, Tennis Ranch, Thanda Game Reserve, Phinda Game Reserve (Mun-ya-wana Conservancy), Kube Yini 

Game Reserve, Belvedere Game Ranch, Goss Farms, Manyoni Private Game Reserve (Zululand Rhino Reserve).

Zululand IBA becomes a vulture safe zone
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BELOW: Golden-tailed Woodpecker

Dave Rimmer
Lockdown slowed everything down 

and being confined to one spot placed 

us in a situation where we were able 

to pause and observe our immediate 

surroundings with more awareness. 

People rediscovered their gardens or 

lockdown patches and looked up and 

around with much more careful eyes. 

IF I have to sum it up in a nutshell, “birding” and the “club” assumed a 

new importance in many of the BirdLife Port Natal members’ lives 

during lockdown. This was made obvious by the participation in and 

responses to the BLPN Lockdown Bird Count Challenge which took 

place from 27 March to 31 May 2020. This period covered Level 5 

restrictions through to the end of Level 4. Since then, as lockdown 

restrictions have eased and various activities and work schedules  

slowly resumed, the links and excitement which were established 

during the challenge have been entrenched in the club’s operations 

and interactions going forward.

Geographical spread

Although we had a weekly challenge diary, summarising the 

sightings and other inputs, which was released on our website 

https://blpn.org/blpns-lockdown-bird-count, I thought it was worth 

reflecting on some of these, summarising and sharing it with the other 

KZN clubs and a wider audience.  

When we announced the challenge, we had an amazing response from our members with over 60 

households participating in the lockdown competition. Although the majority were located in the Greater 

Durban metropolitan area, with Mount Edgecombe, Durban North, Berea, Glenwood, Pinetown, Westville and 

Kloof well represented, there were also people from all over KZN who took part in the rural category. These 

included Harding and Scottburgh in southern KZN, Mziki Private Reserve near Phinda in the north, and all the 

way through to Underberg in the west. There was a great spread of locations and property sizes in both the 

challenge categories.

The implications of lockdown and reconnecting

The end result of this was that 286 

species, 44% of KZN’s total of about 

650 species, was recorded in 66 

days. The totals for the urban and 

rural lists were slightly different and 

the average number of species 

highlighted the chances of a higher 

list over a larger area with potentially 

more habitat diversity.

The rehabilitation and raising of these cranes took place in a specially designed water bird aviary at FreeMe 

Wildlife. The aviary was designed to encourage them to develop natural behaviours in a simulated 

environment that would enable them to adjust easily to their transition to the wild. The pair soon instinctively 

learnt to forage for food hidden in long grass and sleep in natural reed beds within a large pond, exactly as they 

would in the wild. 

Choosing a release site was easy enough with the beautiful Karkloof Conservancy just up the road from 

FreeMe Wildlife. The conservancy has an amazing floater flock of Grey Crowned Cranes that visit every 

evening. A “soft release” was initiated by installing a temporary or “hacking” enclosure on site, which would 

house the two cranes for a short period of time to allow them to settle into the new environment and encourage 

interaction with the wild cranes on the conservancy prior to release.

FreeMe Wildlife Clinic Manager

Kirsten Steytler

Their distinctive calls are sadly missed at FreeMe Wildlife, but despite the gap their silence leaves, it has 

been a privilege and wonderfully rewarding to be part of their successful rehabilitation and return to the wild. 

We remain grateful to the Karkloof Conservancy and the local birders who are monitoring their fantastic 

progress and giving us valuable feedback. Our hearts are at peace knowing that these beautiful, endangered 

birds have defeated the odds and gone on to play a valuable part in the conservation of their species. 

On the day of release, 12 September this year, they flew off together and have stayed together ever since. 

Sightings of the cranes have been made easy through the fitting of colour rings by Brent Coverdale from 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and Tanya Smith from the Endangered Wildlife Trust as part of the African Crane 

Conservation Programme. To date the crane pair has not joined the floater flock, which may indicate the pair  

has decided to remain dedicated to one another rather than expressing interest in finding new mates. This is 

understandable considering their shared history together, and their long-standing captive companionship. 

ABOVE: Familiar Chat

Steve Davis

ABOVE:  The Grey Crowned Crane pair after release 

Photo: Karkloof Conservancy

REPORTS FROM THE REGIONS

from the recent lockdown in relation to birding and the club.

A synopsis of the highlights and surprising outcomes 

Back to contents

“Birding” and “clubbing” with BirdLife Port Natal
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Laying the table in your garden to increase bird habitat and diversity

Your starting point, or building blocks make a difference. The way in which you garden may be considered as 

“laying the table”, i.e. providing appropriate habitat. Larger plot size is obviously useful, but is not the major or 

only determinant. Hectares of lawn on a large plot with neatly trimmed and raked beds where pesticides and 

herbicides are used is not going to foster diversity. It did become apparent that size doesn’t always count – so a 

smaller indigenous garden could really hold its own against a manicured, sterile larger garden. 

The point here is to look at the structure of your patch (or hopefully lack of structure) and inspire you to 

increase diversity locally and make an impact globally. In addition, for this challenge the rules specifically 

allowed for acceptance of fly-by’s and calls which encouraged 

learning of the recognition of birds in flight as well as more 

attention to the calls and generally heightened awareness. A

feature of the early stages in the lockdown was a reduction in 

the amount of traffic noise. This would have enhanced the 

possibility of hearing more bird calls with a greater opportunity 

for becoming familiar with the more skulking species easily 

overlooked when only using visual techniques. 

The end result of all this has been that new behaviours, 

awareness and increased communications within the club 

have been established. These are all positive trends which 

have emphasised the club’s importance and role. In addition, 

the increased learning and dialogue has become part of the 

way we operate and “birding” and “clubbing” is on the up! 

Recognition of species in flight is not the same as 

recognizing the same species perched in a tree. A regular 

glance up at the sky or a tall tree can reveal all manner of 

goodies and justify some time relaxing in the shade while 

indulging in citizen science. This led to an astonishing number 

of raptors seen during the challenge with Black Breasted 

Snake-Eagle, Walhberg’s, Long-crested and Booted Eagle 

over Durban North, while Long-crested and Crowned Eagle 

over Westville and Kloof were not unusual.  African Harrier-

Hawks and Palm-nut Vultures were other fairly commonly 

recorded species. A record of a juvenile Martial Eagle over 

Pinetown scored David Allan the prize for the most unusual 

species reported in the urban category.

Nicolette Forbes

A wonderful outcome

Chair, BirdLife Port Natal

Roger Hogg
Ashy Flycatcher

Getting to know you, sharing and learning –

This also touches on something else 

that this did for me personally and those 

who have joined the various club 

communication platforms. I have only 

been in the chair of the club since 

February 2019 (a total of 16 months). The 

challenge combined with my work on the 

membership and the setting up of the 

WhatsApp group has resulted in my 

getting to know many, many more 

members than previously – a strange 

result considering we have been “cut off” 

from each other during the last seven-

and-a-bi t  months,  f rom March to 

September. This trend has been extended 

to the whole club with far more members 

getting to know each other because of the 

increased communication during this 

time. The other huge benefit was the 

learning opportunities have been maximised. Bird identification mistakes became obvious during the lockdown 

challenge and the weekly reports provided an opportunity to expand on these and provide input to members. 

Chief amongst these was the realisation by most members that we have predominantly Red-eyed Dove, and 

not Cape Turtle (Ring-necked) Dove, in our gardens in the eThekwini area. Members have also begun helping 

each other even more than previously via the clubs WhatsApp Chat group and the Facebook Group page.

�

personal interactions and outcomes

This list is even more remarkable as the 

households were concentrated in the 

suburbs, with the highest, Roger Hogg’s 

garden list, reaching 91. There were also 

significant additions to the overall list from the 

five rural households situated on the North 

Coast, Zululand and southern KZN. Understandably, the lists from the rural areas away from major urban areas 

were the highest, with Ken Jarvis and Trish Johnson at Mziki achieving 127 species, Mike O’Donoghue at 

Brettonwood Estate 122 and Zach Simpson at their farm near Harding 109.  

For me, this side of the lockdown bird count challenge 

provided the most benefit for members. Firstly, it got people 

to look more closely at their own patches and to appreciate 

what was in their backyards. The feedback from many of 

the participants was the other really wonderful part of 

running this challenge – so many members added 

comments when submitting their lists, which indicated just 

how much the club and this activity meant to them. This 

included: “How very enjoyable this challenge has been. 

Thank you so very much for making lockdown not just 

bearable, but interesting, educational and fun.” The 

sentiments expressed by the members were many, but 

followed the same theme and, for me, emphasised the 

benefits of “clubbing”.  

Back to contents
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Umlalazi Nature Reserve, controlled by KZN Wildlife, covers 1028 hectares on the seaward side of town and 

is open to the public. With its diverse vegetation it is a birders’ paradise. Swamp and coastal dune forest, 

estuarine mud flats, mangroves and open grassland provide the different habitats for over 300 recorded 

species, the best known being the Palm-nut Vulture, now almost synonymous with Mtunzini.

The Twinstreams Indigenous Nursery 

and WESSA Educational Centre are 

l o c a t e d  o n  w h a t  w a s  t h e  f a r m 

“Twinstreams”, currently owned by Mondi 

Forests. The farm was previously owned 

by, and home to, Dr Ian Garland, a world 

r e n o w n e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  w h o 

developed these projects and was 

responsible for inspiring many of us on the 

path of conservation and tree planting. He 

was responsible for the rehabilitation of 

m a n y  w e t l a n d  a r e a s  a n d  t h e 

establishment of natural bush on sections 

of his original farm. 

Richards Bay is often overlooked by tourists heading up the coast to the big Zululand reserves such as 

uMkhuze and Hluhluwe. Understandable, as most people have an image of huge mines and industry when 

thinking about Richards Bay. This is not totally inaccurate, but tucked away within and around all this industry is 

some of the best birding to be had in Zululand. Over 350 species occur in the immediate Richards Bay area, 

73% of South Africa’s Red Data book species and 24 National Rarities have been recorded from here. Richards 

Bay is one of South Africa’s top waterbird areas. The habitats are diverse, ranging from thornveld, papyrus 

swamps, open freshwater lakes, mangrovesand dune forest to mudflats, open sea and sandbanks. 

A walk along the Umhlatuze Weir found in the suburb of Arboretum, could provide a host of bird sightings. 

Sightings over the past few years included water birds such as the Lesser Jacana, Greater Painted Snipe, 

African Crake, Allens Gallinule, African Finfoot to name a few. Also seen were Narina Trogon and Green 

Malkoha. 

Nseleni Nature Reserve consists of coastal grasslands and forest and the Nseleni River provides a 

freshwater habitat. There are two trails in the reserve, which offer fantastic scenery and the opportunity to 

experience different parts of the reserve and to spot a variety of birds and animals. The Nkonkoni trail is seven 

km and the Mvubu trail is two km in length. This KZN Wildlife reserve straddles the N2 with only the eastern 

portion accessible to the public. The reserve is famous for its African Finfoot and is the premier site in RSA for 

this species. Other winter specials in Nseleni include Spotted Ground-Thrush, Chorister Robin-Chat, White-

starred Robin, Cape Robin-Chat and Brown Scrub Robin. Black-throated Wattle-eye and Grey Tit-Flycatcher 

Richards Bay is the area for rarity sightings in Zululand. Many forest birds such as Woodward’s Batis and 

Eastern Nicator reach their southernmost limit around here. Open lakes are home to scores of waterfowl as 

well as hippos and crocodiles.

The grasslands have an exciting array 

of birds. There are Black Coucals 

breeding in the area. African Crakes are 

resident as well as a possibility of sighting 

the elusive Red-chested Flufftail.

Enter Umlalazi Nature Reserve and you are in for a variety of habitat. A walk along the edge of the estuary, 

which also includes the mangrove forest, is good for African Finfoot, which may be flushed out into open water. 

During the winter months this is the best place to try and track down the elusive Mangrove Kingfisher. Walks in 

the coastal dune forest can be very productive and it is here that the Spotted Ground-Thrush can be located 

during the winter months. 

RICHARDS BAY

Photo: Carole Hills
ABOVE: Red-chested Flufftail
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(left) in September in full protective gear in the coastal forest in for their first outing 
Photos: Carole Hills

BELOW: Zululand birders before and after lockdown. At the St Lucia estuary in March (right) and 
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Unique in southern Africa, and exclusive to Eshowe, is the Dlinza Forest aerial boardwalk. Built of natural 

timber, the boardwalk takes you from the visitor centre 125 m through the forest just below the canopy, which 

rises 10 m above the forest floor. There is a deviation to Bishop’s Seat. The forest is home to more than 65 

species of bird including the endangered Spotted Ground-Thrush, the rare Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon, 

magnificent Purple-crested Turaco and Narina Trogon, to name but a few. African Crowned Eagles are 

frequently seen from the viewing platform as they soar high above the forest. The best time to visit is early 

morning when the bird calls echo across the valley. There are currently two marked trails in the forest  and trees 

are labelled on both trails. There have also been great sightings at the small hide at the parking area where 

Green Twinspot and Lemon Dove have been seen up close.

WHEN one thinks of going birding in Zululand, most people automatically opt for the far north where the large 

Hluhluwe-Imfolozi and uMkhuze Game reserves are the lure and on the radar. The next time you plan to travel 

north of the Tugela, allow yourself some time to bird all along the way. Zululand boasts 526 of the 856 bird 

species in South Africa.

Mtunzini, “place of shade,” is a coastal town with a wealth of treasures for the birding or wildlife enthusiast. 

The town, situated on a hill overlooking the coastline, has pristine dune forest and an estuary lined with 

mangrove swamp forest. Avenues of indigenous trees lining the streets of the village create corridors for wildlife 

movement and provide an excellent food source for birds. 

NGOYE FOREST

Ngoye Forest Reserve is located 11 km inland of Mtunzini and 20 km east of Eshowe. This is the only forest 

patch in southern Africa that houses the Green Barbet in its ideal habitat found in the higher-lying parts of the 

western half of the forest. A walk through this area can yield other amazing finds.

MTUNZINI

A striking feature of this area is the stands of Raphia palm (Raphia australis). Their fruits form an essential 

part of the diet of the Palm-nut Vulture of which three to five pairs breed in Mtunzini. The best spot to see this 

species is at the Raphia palm monument, along the beach, or in the strips of forest along the drainage lines 

around the town.

The “Southern Zululand”, a premier forest birding route, is home to a great diversity of species. It includes the 

warm coast of Zululand between Mtunzini and Richards Bay and moves inland through estuarine swamp forest 

to coastal scarp forest in the foothills of Eshowe.

ESHOWE

Birding in Zululand
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With the relaxation of lockdown levels, the club fulfilled its duties with regard to the coordinated avifaunal and 

waterbird road counts. Eve Hughes coordinated CWAC while Peter and Anita Divall coordinated CAR. I do not 

In the meantime the committee has 

continued to monitor club affairs as well as 

keeping a good look on how soon club 

activities can resume with as little risk to 

members as possible. Sean Glynn, vice-chair, 

has been tireless in this regard. Viv O’Neill, 

treasurer, has been keeping things financial 

up to date and running. Rosemary Forrester, 

the editor of the club’s email newsletter, has, 

despite no club outings, managed to produce 

two fine editions during lockdown. Last, and certainly not least, Sally Cumming, the club secretary, has been 

tireless in keeping email communication of everything club-related open to members.

LOCKDOWN has meant a cessation of the 

club’s normal activities. These activities 

included the well-attended monthly evening 

talks held at the Ambers, the bi-monthly talks 

in Pietermaritzburg and the Wednesday and 

Sunday monthly outings. 

ABOVE: Mike Spain (left) with a group of birders from 
Howick in Bisley Valley Nature Reserve in October

Photo: Crystelle Wilson
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ABOVE: The newly rebuilt bird hide was opened by 
Mike Spain on 4 November. Looking on were 

(Tegs Timber) and Roger O’Neill
Edith Elliott (Ashburton Conservancy) Ernest Nel 

Photo: Pete WestBack to contents

The Estuary Boardwalk is a wooden walkway right next to St Lucia estuary. The walkway is about 600 m long 

and travels through scenic vegetation to Estuary Beach.Crocodiles and hippos on the banks of the estuary can 

often be seen from the boardwalk. Birds such as the African Fish Eagle, kingfishers, herons and pelicans are 

regulars.

Then if you want, a short drive north takes you to the ST LUCIA WETLANDS.

The iGwalagwala Forest Trail (also known as lover’s lane) on the Southern end of St Lucia is like a mystical 

forest. Tall trees, butterflies drifting around, birds chatting and insects marching along. This trail is perfect for 

bird watching enthusiasts. iGwala is the Zulu name for the Purple-crested Turaco, which is a common sighting 

along with the White-eared Barbet, Red-capped Robin-Chat, Crested Guineafowl, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird 

and Southern Boubou to name a few. Livingstone Turaco is a local inhabitant. The 1.5 km trail is open to the 

public. 

are seen throughout the year with Green Malkoha and Scaly-throated Honeyguide resident in the same 

patches of forest. Southern Banded Snake Eagle and Pale-crowned Cisticola have been recorded.

Please take time out in our little piece of paradise next time you are heading up this way. Recommended 

BirdLife South Africa registered bird guides in this area are Themba Mthembu (071 413 3243), Sakhamuzi 

Mhlongo (083 436 2252), Junior Gabela (082 667 3704) and Abednigo Dube  (see Facebook).

Carole Hills

082 465 6966

The Western Shores entrance at the Dukuduku Gate, on the road just before one enters St Lucia, is the 

gateway to a multitude of birding inhabitants, which occur here in abundance. The road through the park takes 

you to Charters’ Creek. There are several lookout points and hides, and a canopy walk.

Chair, BirdLife Zululand

Add a day trip through both the Eastern and Western Shores. Eastern Shores entrance in St Lucia takes you 

to Cape Vidal. With its fresh-water pans, swamp forest and grasslands, the area hosts many sought-after avian 

species such as the Pink-throated Twinspot, Rufous-bellied Heron, Livingstone’s Turaco, Dwarf Bittern, 

Rudd’s Apalis and Southern Banded Snake Eagle. Secretarybird, together with both the Black-bellied and 

Denham’s Bustard have been seen recently. 

Birding in the KZN Midlands think that they had much trouble getting volunteers for these as I think most of us were more than ready to do 

some bird monitoring with a conservation purpose.

Roger O’Neill has represented the club in the Friends of Bisley group who have, in a time of crisis for the 

Bisley Valley Nature Reserve, stepped in and done a tremendous amount of work to ensure better running of 

the reserve and some reprieve for its animals. Roger has personally, along with Angus Ovendale and Vic 

Grobbler (and with a little club financial support), worked extremely hard to refurbish the Pamela Reid Bird Hide 

(the hide at the lower dam). The decking, sides and benches have all been replaced during many hours of hard 

work. Tegs Timbers and Standard Yoke and Timber kindly donated the materials needed.

Chair, BirdLife KZN Midlands 

I think that the club has been very lucky to have had so little incidence of COVID related effects that I am 

aware of, other than the cessation of activities during lockdown. We do hope that we will be in a position to 

resume more fully going forward in the new year.

We began outings on a very limited basis at the beginning of November. However, the first planned outing to 

Darvill was washed out by rain. The evening meetings are still in abeyance, with hope that these will resume in 

the new year.

I have to mention one of the few highlights to emerge from this pandemic. The excellent BirdLife South Africa 

weekly Conservation Conversations on the Zoom or FaceBook platforms, have really made up for the gap in 

our monthly talks. Full marks to BirdLife South Africa for this initiative, and thank you to Melissa Howes-

Whitecross and Andrew de Blocq for the many hours of work that they have put into this, not to mention the 

number of Tuesday evenings that they have given up.

Colin Summersgill

ABOVE: A juvenile Malachite Kingfisher seen 
from the bird hide at the lower dam in Bisley 

Valley Nature Reserve 
Photos: Crystelle Wilson
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the editor of the club’s email newsletter, has, 

despite no club outings, managed to produce 

two fine editions during lockdown. Last, and certainly not least, Sally Cumming, the club secretary, has been 

tireless in keeping email communication of everything club-related open to members.

LOCKDOWN has meant a cessation of the 

club’s normal activities. These activities 

included the well-attended monthly evening 

talks held at the Ambers, the bi-monthly talks 

in Pietermaritzburg and the Wednesday and 

Sunday monthly outings. 

ABOVE: Mike Spain (left) with a group of birders from 
Howick in Bisley Valley Nature Reserve in October

Photo: Crystelle Wilson
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ABOVE: The newly rebuilt bird hide was opened by 
Mike Spain on 4 November. Looking on were 

(Tegs Timber) and Roger O’Neill
Edith Elliott (Ashburton Conservancy) Ernest Nel 

Photo: Pete WestBack to contents

The Estuary Boardwalk is a wooden walkway right next to St Lucia estuary. The walkway is about 600 m long 

and travels through scenic vegetation to Estuary Beach.Crocodiles and hippos on the banks of the estuary can 

often be seen from the boardwalk. Birds such as the African Fish Eagle, kingfishers, herons and pelicans are 

regulars.

Then if you want, a short drive north takes you to the ST LUCIA WETLANDS.

The iGwalagwala Forest Trail (also known as lover’s lane) on the Southern end of St Lucia is like a mystical 

forest. Tall trees, butterflies drifting around, birds chatting and insects marching along. This trail is perfect for 

bird watching enthusiasts. iGwala is the Zulu name for the Purple-crested Turaco, which is a common sighting 

along with the White-eared Barbet, Red-capped Robin-Chat, Crested Guineafowl, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird 

and Southern Boubou to name a few. Livingstone Turaco is a local inhabitant. The 1.5 km trail is open to the 

public. 

are seen throughout the year with Green Malkoha and Scaly-throated Honeyguide resident in the same 

patches of forest. Southern Banded Snake Eagle and Pale-crowned Cisticola have been recorded.

Please take time out in our little piece of paradise next time you are heading up this way. Recommended 

BirdLife South Africa registered bird guides in this area are Themba Mthembu (071 413 3243), Sakhamuzi 

Mhlongo (083 436 2252), Junior Gabela (082 667 3704) and Abednigo Dube  (see Facebook).

Carole Hills

082 465 6966

The Western Shores entrance at the Dukuduku Gate, on the road just before one enters St Lucia, is the 

gateway to a multitude of birding inhabitants, which occur here in abundance. The road through the park takes 

you to Charters’ Creek. There are several lookout points and hides, and a canopy walk.

Chair, BirdLife Zululand

Add a day trip through both the Eastern and Western Shores. Eastern Shores entrance in St Lucia takes you 

to Cape Vidal. With its fresh-water pans, swamp forest and grasslands, the area hosts many sought-after avian 

species such as the Pink-throated Twinspot, Rufous-bellied Heron, Livingstone’s Turaco, Dwarf Bittern, 

Rudd’s Apalis and Southern Banded Snake Eagle. Secretarybird, together with both the Black-bellied and 

Denham’s Bustard have been seen recently. 

Birding in the KZN Midlands think that they had much trouble getting volunteers for these as I think most of us were more than ready to do 

some bird monitoring with a conservation purpose.

Roger O’Neill has represented the club in the Friends of Bisley group who have, in a time of crisis for the 

Bisley Valley Nature Reserve, stepped in and done a tremendous amount of work to ensure better running of 

the reserve and some reprieve for its animals. Roger has personally, along with Angus Ovendale and Vic 

Grobbler (and with a little club financial support), worked extremely hard to refurbish the Pamela Reid Bird Hide 

(the hide at the lower dam). The decking, sides and benches have all been replaced during many hours of hard 

work. Tegs Timbers and Standard Yoke and Timber kindly donated the materials needed.

Chair, BirdLife KZN Midlands 

I think that the club has been very lucky to have had so little incidence of COVID related effects that I am 

aware of, other than the cessation of activities during lockdown. We do hope that we will be in a position to 

resume more fully going forward in the new year.

We began outings on a very limited basis at the beginning of November. However, the first planned outing to 

Darvill was washed out by rain. The evening meetings are still in abeyance, with hope that these will resume in 

the new year.

I have to mention one of the few highlights to emerge from this pandemic. The excellent BirdLife South Africa 

weekly Conservation Conversations on the Zoom or FaceBook platforms, have really made up for the gap in 

our monthly talks. Full marks to BirdLife South Africa for this initiative, and thank you to Melissa Howes-

Whitecross and Andrew de Blocq for the many hours of work that they have put into this, not to mention the 

number of Tuesday evenings that they have given up.

Colin Summersgill

ABOVE: A juvenile Malachite Kingfisher seen 
from the bird hide at the lower dam in Bisley 

Valley Nature Reserve 
Photos: Crystelle Wilson
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A NIGHTJAR was seen by Dylan Weyer from the Drakensberg 

Gardens road in the vicinity of the farm Bamboo Mountain on 

Thursday 17 September 2020. It didn’t call, so Dylan could not 

identify the bird as it had been hawking over the road for a short 

period only.

Dylan informed Heather Wilson and myself of his find and he 

suspected it to possibly be the Freckled Nightjar, which Heather 

was looking for, for her life list. Heather and I met Dylan at 18h00 

the next evening. We flushed a bird walking along the farm road 

as we headed up to a copse of pine trees. We sat down looking 

westwards to the darkening sky over the Rhino and the 

Drakensberg escarpment. Ears were fully tuned in for the 

expected “bow-wow” Freckled Nightjar call, but we heard a 

churring call which did not “change gears”. We had to reassess 

and expectations changed as our excitement grew. 

We heard the call only once at dusk, and then had to wait until it got dark to see a nightjar hawking on the 

hillside about 200 m away in our torchlight. After it had disappeared from the hillside, we walked up the hill a bit 

and saw the reflective eyes in the torch light. It had settled on a rock and we approached it cautiously and 

managed to get fairly close to capture a reasonable image. We were all elated with our view of a vagrant 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar and first record for KZN, after which it was not seen again.

Bart Fokkens, Heather Wilson, Dylan Weyer

It could be one of three churring nightjars and the Square-tailed was eliminated due to its call. European 

Nightjar, possibly, but way too early in the season for it. Heather heard the intro call too and nailed it down to a 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar.  With darkness setting in, we walked along the road with our bright torches and, sure 

enough, our nightjar came hunting.  

Underberg

Autofocus on the camera does not work in the dark on flying 

birds, so I had to pre-focus and then ask nightjar to fly into focus so 

that I could take the pic. I tried my best to get a decent photogrpah, 

sometime shooting from the hip as it appeared in the torchlight, but 

it was never really in focus. It settled on the road below us for a 

short period and I managed to get a pic to help with the ID. It called 

a number of times whilst hawking around us with a typical “chog-

chog” call.   

We researched on our bird apps as best we could without 

spectacles and became very excited that it was most probably a 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar and possibly a first record for KZN. On 

getting back home we sent a few images to some fellow birders. 

Both Aldo Berruti and Ian Gordon confirmed our initial ID and both 

asked for recordings of the call, which we did not have. I checked 

the SABAP 1 bible and could find not one record for KZN, the 

closest was on the western border of Lesotho. This was a lifer for 

me, but alas, not for Dylan nor Heather.

The three of us then met again on Saturday evening, with a few 

other local birders including Aldo and Sharron Berruti, Stu, Helga 

and Glenn Maclean and Chris Kelly.

(not the rarest bird in the world) . . . and we got the pic  
The quest for the eastern highland nightjar
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS
OVER centuries the names of birds have changed, evolving with 

taxonomic knowledge and now, with global avitourism, aiming to achieve 

universal standardisation of the common English bird names.

However, bird names in isiZulu, the most-spoken indigenous African 

language in South Africa, had never been comprehensively done, until 

now still requiring species-specific names for 67% of birds in Kwazulu-

Natal. This despite an enthusiasm in many birders and avitourists to know 

Zulu bird names.

Thus the Zulu Bird Name Project was initiated. The six years of 

workshops, debate and discussion have resulted in a delightful duo of the 

academic treatise, Amagama isiNyoni (published by the UKZNPress and 

part funded by the John Voelcker Bird Book Fund), and a practical field-

guide edition Birds of KwaZulu-Natal and their Zulu names (funded and 

published by the same book fund). We at the trust were in a quandary – 

here was a linguistic ornithological manuscript so deeply scholarly and 

academic, yet at the same time imbued with so much potential for a more 

“popular” version to promote bird-watching and avi-tourism across 

KwaZulu-Natal. In an inspired decision, the trust chair, Hugh Chittenden, 

suggested to the authors to split the manuscript into two companion books, 

each with a radically different, yet complimentary profile .

The John Voelcker Bird Book Fund is immensely proud to have played a 

role in enabling this leap into a new era of bird-watching in South Africa, 

endeavouring to bring the enjoyment of birds to a wider demographic and a 

vision of ever greater avitourism opportunity where all our KwaZulu-Natal 

bird species are known in the Zulu language.

Last year 2019 was the International Year of Indigenous Languages, so 

these two books are timeous and pioneering .

Ingrid Weiersbye
Hilton

ABOVE and BELOW: Rufous-cheeked 
Nightjar showing distinct wing 

and tail markings

Photos: Bart Fokkens

Two new books introduce Zulu names for birds 
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