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A golden summer of rare visitors to KwaZulu-Natal
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of rare bird sightings, as reported by the Honorary Recorder on page 10. This Pacific Golden Plover was 

photographed at Mpempe Pan in Zululand on 11 December where it had been hanging around for 

several days. Other rarities seen on the same day at Mpempe included Pectoral Sandpiper, 

THE Covid-19 restrictions in place since last year have not put a damper on the enthusiasm with which 

birders practised their favourite pastime. And this summer they seemed to be rewarded with a number
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Caspian Plover and European Honey Buzzard.
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If you are fortunate to observe Cape Parrots close by, please try and identify numbers of males, females and/or juveniles 

present. Juveniles should be active in juvenile flocks at this time of the year. All adult birds have orange on the shoulder 

(bend of wing) and ankles (tibia), while females have orange on the forehead. Males usually lack orange on the forehead, 

but there are exceptions where a small amount of orange is present, usually only visible at very close quarters. Juveniles 

have orange only on the forehead, and absence of orange on the ankles and wing. The head and neck are also slightly darker 

in juveniles, and these birds often solicit food from their parents. For the experienced “parroter”, the bill is slightly smaller 

in juveniles and first-year birds. If you observe Cape 

Parrots feeding, please try and identify the tree species. 

If the birds are active near your post and you can watch 

the behaviours of the birds, please record these, 

including types of calls, allopreening behaviour, 

aggressive behaviour, wing displays and anything else 

you may find interesting or unusual, e.g. birds with 

yellow feathers or “bald” birds. 

Under the heading “other comments”, you may 

wish to make comments about the day and whether you 

would be interested in participating in future “Parrot 

Days”. 

Chair Cape Parrot Working Group

THIS is the 24th Cape Parrot Big Birding Day (CPBBD). Hopefully, 

we will not have COVID-19 tier restrictions that prevent people from 

counting. Please find attached the datasheet we wish to be completed 

on the afternoon of 8 and morning of 9 MAY 2021. Please return 

these, preferably by email. Remember even a nil count is as important 

as any of the others. As the numbers of birds are low, this census is 

extremely important in highlighting their plight. Cape Parrots are 

usually active in the early morning (around sunrise especially so you 

need to get out there before daybreak) and late afternoon until dark. 

Cape Parrots make inter-forest movements and, because of their 

distinct piercing call while flying, are easy to spot on these flights. Cape Parrots at a distance can be confused with African 

Olive (Rameron) Pigeons. However, Cape Parrots usually call in flight, thereby making this sort of mis-identification 

virtually impossible. Please note from which compass direction birds arrive or depart from a locality so that we can avoid 

over-counting.

Thanks again for your support and interest. I hope 

you have an enjoyable birding cum forest day. 

As part of a genetic study on Cape Parrots, we would 

be grateful if you find any Cape Parrot feathers to put 

them in an envelope with the locality details and send it 

to me. 

If you have any queries or wish to get further 

information about the day, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. Although the primary interest is Cape 

Parrots, I hope you will get out there and enjoy yourself 

in what can be viewed as a Forest Conservation Day. 

Prof Colleen Downs 

downs@ukzn.ac.za

BLSA promotes ethical birding that will enhance the 

image of the birding community in the eyes of the public. 

The privacy of landowners should be respected, and 

permission should be obtained before private property is 

accessed. Groups should be limited to sizes that do not 

threaten the environment or the peace and tranquillity of 

others. Birders are advised to be cognisant of their own 

safety at all times, and to investigate and judge the safety 

risk associated with certain birding localities before setting 

off. 

laser should be switched off immediately. 

With climate change threatening 

biodiversity around the globe, birders are 

advised to consider the carbon footprint 

their travel arrangements will leave 

before they set off on a “twitch”, and 

should try to counteract such an impact 

by, for example, using the “twitch” as a 

way to raise money for a local reserve or 

conservation project. With the proliferation of smart 

phones, most birders can now share their sightings 

instantly. Before doing so, consider the potential impact of 

spreading the news on the landowner/manager on whose 

property the bird has been observed and on the species. 

Revealing the location of rare breeding birds, especially, 

could potentially expose the species to egg-collectors and 

other forms of trade and persecution. 

Birders are in an ideal position to add to our knowledge 

of South Africa’s birds, and should consider contributing 

towards conservation efforts by submitting data to various 

atlasing/citizen science projects. For more information on 

how you can become a citizen scientist, please visit 

http://birdlife.org.za
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A reminder to adhere to the birding code of ethics

BELOW: Cape Parrot at Boston

Photo:  Crystelle Wilson

POSITION STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION 

BIRDING as a pastime has grown in 

popularity in recent decades and, when 

conducted in an ethical manner, can 

promote awareness of birds and the need 

to conserve them. By its very nature, 

birding frequently brings participants 

into the domain of birds and their natural 

habitats. Birders are advised to consider 

not only their responsibilities towards the birds they 

admire, but also towards themselves and others. 

Whilst BirdLife South Africa acknowledges the excite-

ment that arises from spotting birds that are rare or difficult 

to find in their natural environments, we advise birders to 

put the interests of the birds first at all times. Depending on 

the species, location and time of year, birds will respond to 

the presence of people in different ways. Birders should 

avoid chasing and repeatedly flushing birds, while 

maintaining appropriate distances from nests and nesting 

colonies without disturbing them or exposing them to 

danger. BLSA recommends that the use of playbacks be 

avoided to attract any species, in particular those regarded 

as Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable or Near 

Threatened by the IUCN, especially during the breeding 

season when playbacks will divert territorial birds from 

more important duties such as feeding or protecting their 

young. It is recommended that artificial light be used 

sparingly and with discretion during filming and 

photography. The responsible use of laser pointers is 

mandatory and guides/leaders should never point directly 

at the bird. Using the laser to guide birdwatchers to the 

correct general area is acceptable but if the use of the device 

has a noticeable impact on the behaviour of the bird, the 

Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 8-9 May 2021

by the excitement of adding 
new bird species to their lists.

birdlife.org.za

This position statement on ethical 
birding appears on the website of 

BirdLife South Africa

Experienced and beginner birders 
equally can get carried away 

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS
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ABOVE: Cape Weaver colony 
with triple nest

dieter@birds4africa.org

Weavers that may build nests below each other

Dieter Oschadleus

If you have a photo of a double (or more) decker nest, please submit it to 

PHOWN. PHOtos of Weaver Nests is a Virtual Museum, citizen science 

project at the University of Cape Town, to collect and monitor breeding 

distributions and colony sizes of weaver birds globally. To take part, register 

and upload records at Virtual Museum (read the “How to” pdf for help).

Breaking down nests

All this means that after building a nest, a male has a window of a few days 

to get a female to like it. After that the nest is wasted. So the male breaks down 

brown nests in his prime spots so that he can build a new green nest and try all 

over again. This cycle continues through the breeding season.

Submit your photo of multiple nests

Double or multiple nests below each other

Occasionally: Grey-headed Social-weaver Pseudonigrita arnaudi, 

Sakalava Weaver Ploceus sakalava, Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus, 

Eastern Golden Weaver Ploceus subaureus, Spectacled Weaver Ploceus 

ocularis, Sao Tome Weaver Ploceus sanctithomae, Red-billed Quelea 

Quelea quelea, Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons, Sociable 

Weaver Philetairus socius.

Nest building and acceptance by females

Many weavers are polygynous, meaning that the male wants to try and 

attract several females to his colony. The down side is that the male needs to 

build several nests, and nest building is energetically costly. It takes a weaver 

at least a day to build a typical nest, but he still continues adding material for a 

few days at a slower pace. When females come to investigate nests, the male 

displays mainly from the newest nest. Females usually only accept green 

nests, ie. built within the last few days as the material soon fades to brown. If a 

female accepts a nest, she will lay eggs and continue brooding even though 

the nest will fade to brown. If a female is not interested in a male or his nests, 

she simply moves on to another colony or male.

To break down a nest does not require too much energy, and a male usually 

breaks it down in 20-30 minutes (in between other activities). Sometimes, 

however, males don’t bother to even spend the tiny bit of energy to break 

down a nest, but simply start building the next nest under an old brown one.

Frequently: Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus, Lesser Masked Weaver 

Ploceus intermedius, Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis, Southern Masked 

Weaver Ploceus velatus, Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps.

Why weavers may build two or more nests
below each other

Back to contents

ABOVE: Lesser Masked Weaver, 
multiple nests below each other

Photos supplied

http://vmus.adu.org.za/

For more interesting information about weavers 
and how to contribute to these projects go to

https://birds4africa.org/
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Great Egrets Ardea alba occur almost throughout the 

world. The adoption of a completely black bill during 

breeding is only evident in the African subspecies 

melanorhynchos. Bills change to mostly black in the south-

eastern Asian and Australasian regions. In the New world 

(both North and South America), however, the bills of the 

subspecies egretta remain yellow year-round, even when 

breeding.In Africa, the most distinctive difference between 

non-breeding and breeding Great Egrets is the bill colour 

change and the adoption of nuptial plumes known as 

“aigrettes”. 

AT the start of breeding, Great Egret bills become 

temporarily black, but even before incubation is complete, 

their bills begin to revert back to yellow (non-breeding 

colour). After visiting a heronry recently, I was interested 

to see how quickly Great Egret bills revert back to their 

non-breeding yellow colour. 

Colour changes in the 
bills of Great Egrets

 BELOW: At the start of breeding, Great Herons adopt bright lime-green facial skin, reddish eyes and pitch 

black bill. The red eye is only retained for a few days while the males advertise for mates.

RIGHT: At the start of incubation, 

the bright green facial skin begins to fade

ABOVE: The facial skin may even turn blue-green. 

ABOVE: Non-breeding Great Heron with bright 

yellow bill.

Back to contents      Hilton

FOR a number of years now I’ve been intrigued by the 

Western Ospreys which frequent the mid-uMngeni 

River system and spend their summers at Albert Falls 

and Midmar dams. I’ve photographed every bird I 

encountered and have tried to identify individual 

birds by breast pattern, hoping to see if the birds 

alternate between the two dams. There have been a 

mere couple that I’ve noted over-wintering and 

during a study of Yellow-billed Kites in the thornveld 

area outside Pietermaritzburg, it was interesting to see 

how the ospreys formulated certain strategies to 

compete against the aggressive and prolific African 

Fish Eagles, and the thieving kites.

In October 2020 a ringed Western Osprey was 

encountered in Midmar Dam Nature Reserve, outside 

Howick in the KwaZulu-Natal midlands. Its left 

tarsus carried a yellow ring and right tarsus a bulky 

metal ring. I was able to read the yellow one and began investigating where this bird might have come from. I was thinking 

of the possibility of a North African osprey perhaps finding its way down here, or perhaps from the Horn of Africa down the 

Rift Valley. I figured it would’ve been ringed as a nestling, therefore overseas seemed most likely. 

A ringer friend in Madrid was able to identify the ringer style, i.e metal on right and yellow plastic on left, and guided me 

to the web-site of the Helsinki University Ringing Centre. I submitted the bird’s details on a form supplied plus a clear 

photo and sat back to wait. Weeks passed, so Google Translator was enlisted and my next attempt was translated into 

Finnish. This resulted in an enthusiastic reply in English, confirming it as one of their birds, and supplying all the details I 

had been eagerly awaiting, except the actual nest site for security reasons. 

All the scores of ospreys I’ve photographed sported varying degrees of dark breast 

bands and I believe males and females are often difficult to sex conclusively. An unusual 

white-breasted osprey was photographed in January at Midmar. Circling together with a 

more usual patterned bird, this was a first for me to see two together and, I would imagine, 

unusual here in South Africa.

Although this bird looked to be fully adult, it had been ringed in Finland 

only 453 days prior to my encounter in Midmar, thus was a bird of one year, 

two months and 26 days of age. In that time it had travelled an amazing 10,853 

km – I was in awe. Only four birds ringed in Fennoscandia had been recovered 

in South Africa up to 1994 (Saurola, p 1994), by far the majority of those ringed 

having been recovered in West Africa, either shot or found dead (Saurola, p 2004) 

Subsequent data from Safring shows that a further seven ospreys ringed in Finland 

have been recorded in South Africa to date, very happily alive.

If in doubt, international raptor expert Dick Forsman is always the one to go to in my 

view. Going by what he writes, “males are slimmer bodied and narrower winged” – hard 

to judge when the bird is alone. The majority of ospreys (but not all) are possible to sex by the 

following features: females show, on average, a broader, darker and heavier-patterned breast-band, 

whereas males show either a faint band, or no band at all (however, some males have a rather 

prominent female-type breast-band!). I would thus guess my pure white-breasted bird to be a male, 

further enforced by the presence of the other bird with a bold breast-band.

Ingrid Weiersbye

Photos: Ingrid Weiersbye
ABOVE: A Western Osprey which was ringed in Finland

white breast

BELOW: An osprey, 

presumably a male,

with an unusual 

A special visitor to Midmar
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Subsequent data from Safring shows that a further seven ospreys ringed in Finland 

have been recorded in South Africa to date, very happily alive.

If in doubt, international raptor expert Dick Forsman is always the one to go to in my 
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Ingrid Weiersbye

Photos: Ingrid Weiersbye
ABOVE: A Western Osprey which was ringed in Finland

white breast

BELOW: An osprey, 
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with an unusual 

A special visitor to Midmar
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Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

Aigrettes. During courtship,Great Egrets grow additional feathers called “aigrettes”, or nuptial plumes. Unfortunately, 

these plumes looked really good on women’s hats! During the millinery boom in the late 1800s and early 1900s, hats for 

ladies were in vogue and Great Egret plumes were incorporated in hat design. Egrets were shot in huge numbers to satisfy 

the market demand. Hundreds of thousands of Great Egrets (as well as other egret species) were slaughtered to supply the 

annual demand. The popularity of these plumes almost led to the extinction of this species in some parts of the world. Only 

in 1913 was the importation of plumes into the USA banned, and trade in plumes was banned in Great Britain in 1920.

and Greg Davies is thanked for comment.

ABOVE: The green facial skin gradually fading

ABOVE: Then, early on, during incubation, 

reversion of the facial skin begins, leading 

to a bi-colour condition

Photos: Hugh Chittendon

 ABOVE AND BELOW: Also during incubation you 

can see the yellow colour returning in the bill

BELOW: By the time the chicks hatch, the base of 

the bill is mostly yellow. The chicks in this nest were 

only a few days old

adult bills are almost entirely yellow again.

BELOW: When the chicks are ready to fledge, 

ABOVE: Soon after breeding, the cycle of colour change is complete.

Below: The aigrettes or nuptial plumes that grow mostly from the scapulars. 

http://bit.ly/3qsF70P

TWO women were responsible for ending the sordid trade in plumes in the 1800s in the USA. Harriet Lawrence 

Hemenway, a passionate amateur naturalist, was known for setting out on birding expeditions wearing unthinkably 

unfashionable white sneakers. She enlisted the help of her cousin, Minna Hall, and, together, the two crusading Boston 

socialites launched a series of tea parties at which they urged their friends to stop wearing feathered hats. This article, 

How Two Women Ended the Deadly Feather Trade, by William Souder appeared in the Smithsonian Magazine in 

March 2013.
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Paul Bartho
ABOVE: White-cheeked Tern, La Mercy, 3 February 2021

HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT MARCH 2021

RARITIES

KZN Rarity

Hello fellow birders. It has been a busy summer in terms of 

rarities, and birders have clearly been out and about, 

despite the pandemic. There has been a great increase in 

sightings of Ayres’s Hawk-Eagles and Lesser Spotted 

Eagles in this period, as well as some real goodies, such as 

South Africa’s first Sooty Gull, White-cheeked Tern, 

Madagascar Cuckoo, Rock Pratincole and Great Snipe. 

Another Golden Pipit arrived in Zululand, and a Crimson-

breasted Shrike made an appearance in Ladysmith. Always 

keep your eyes open and never rule out any possibility, no 

matter what the distribution maps show you!

HARLEQUIN QUAIL

Several, Umfolozi Game Reserve, 28 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Ballito, 16 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

KZN Rarity

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 29 January 2021 

GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 8 December 2020 

and 7, 8 and 30 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

SOUTHERN CARMINE BEE-EATER

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 31 October 2020, 

Jessica Macrae.

Four, Meerensee, Richard’s Bay, 21-22 January 2021, 

Debbie Thompson.

KZN Rarity

MADAGASCAR CUCKOO

National Rarity

12 January 2021, Damian and Ane Ranier and 

subsequently many others.

AFRICAN CRAKE 

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

Up to four, Mtunzini, 17 October to 10 November 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Hluhluwe Game Reserve, 13 December 2020 to 

VERREAUX’S EAGLE-OWL

Two, Kube Yini Private Game Reserve, 4 October 2020, 

Digby Cyrus.

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 24 December 2020 

ALLEN’S GALLINULE

David Taylor.

SPOTTED CRAKE

(SA Rare Bird News).

Up to three, Muzi Pan, 28 November-19 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News) and 14 February 2021, 

ABOVE: Lesser Moorhen, Karkloof, 

4 February 2021

Crystelle Wilson

LESSER MOORHEN

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 26 October 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – eastern shores, 

One, Mtunzini, 23 December 2020 

One, Karkloof Conservation Centre, 9-12 January 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Port Edward, 11 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News), 6 (SA Rare Bird News),

12 (Hugo Voigts) and 17 (Lia Steen) January 2021.

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

28 December 2020, 1 January and 11 February 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

7 November 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

GREAT SNIPE

13 December 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

National Rarity

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – western shores, 

National Rarity

One, Nibela Peninsula, 11 November 2020 

EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER

KZN Rarity

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT

KZN Rarity

Dominic Rollinson.

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 30 December 

2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Lake Sibaya, 28-30 December 2020, 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Harding, 6-8 November 2020, Zach 

Simpson and Tyron Dall.

Two, Nibela Peninsula, 1-21 December 

2020

PECTORAL SANDPIPER

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 12 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

GREEN SANDPIPER

Up to 12, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 25 October 2020 to 

CRAB PLOVER

(SA Rare Bird News).

National Rarity

National Rarity

CASPIAN PLOVER

One immature, St Lucia estuary, 30 October 2020, 

19 December 2020, Roger Hogg.

One, St Lucia, 2-5 January 2021 

24 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Makakatana Bay, St Lucia, 14 January 2021 

National Rarity

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 6-13 December 2020, 

Daryl Dell (SA Rare Bird News).

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

Jody de Bruyn and Ian Ferreira.

One, near Hella Hella, Umkomaas Valley, 

ROCK PRATINCOLE

HARTLAUB’S GULL

Marco Francini.

(SA Rare Bird News).

David Allan.

One, Umdloti River mouth, 2 February 2021, 

KZN Rarity

SOOTY GULL Ichthyaetus hemprichii
stNational Rarity – 1  South African record

One, uMngeni River estuary, 1 November 2020, 

Ian Macdonald and Roy Woodley.

One, St Lucia Estuary, 28 November 2020, 

KZN Rarity

One, Umhlanga Rocks, 3 December 2020 

One, Durban bay, 28 January - 11 February 2021, 

One, offshore Durban, 30 January 2021, Niall Perrins 

and others.

David Hoddinott and others.

GULL-BILLED TERN

One, Nibela Peninsula, 11-21 December 2020 to 

13 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Maphelane, 8 February 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

WHITE-CHEEKED TERN

National Rarity

One, Umdloti River mouth, 2-3 February 2021, 

One, offshore Durban, 30 January 2021, Niall Perrins 

and others. 

Bart Fokkens and others.

Back to contentsBack to contents



10 11

Paul Bartho
ABOVE: White-cheeked Tern, La Mercy, 3 February 2021

HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT MARCH 2021

RARITIES

KZN Rarity

Hello fellow birders. It has been a busy summer in terms of 

rarities, and birders have clearly been out and about, 

despite the pandemic. There has been a great increase in 

sightings of Ayres’s Hawk-Eagles and Lesser Spotted 

Eagles in this period, as well as some real goodies, such as 

South Africa’s first Sooty Gull, White-cheeked Tern, 

Madagascar Cuckoo, Rock Pratincole and Great Snipe. 

Another Golden Pipit arrived in Zululand, and a Crimson-

breasted Shrike made an appearance in Ladysmith. Always 

keep your eyes open and never rule out any possibility, no 

matter what the distribution maps show you!

HARLEQUIN QUAIL

Several, Umfolozi Game Reserve, 28 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Ballito, 16 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

KZN Rarity

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 29 January 2021 

GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 8 December 2020 

and 7, 8 and 30 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

SOUTHERN CARMINE BEE-EATER

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 31 October 2020, 

Jessica Macrae.

Four, Meerensee, Richard’s Bay, 21-22 January 2021, 

Debbie Thompson.

KZN Rarity

MADAGASCAR CUCKOO

National Rarity

12 January 2021, Damian and Ane Ranier and 

subsequently many others.

AFRICAN CRAKE 

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

Up to four, Mtunzini, 17 October to 10 November 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Hluhluwe Game Reserve, 13 December 2020 to 

VERREAUX’S EAGLE-OWL

Two, Kube Yini Private Game Reserve, 4 October 2020, 

Digby Cyrus.

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 24 December 2020 

ALLEN’S GALLINULE

David Taylor.

SPOTTED CRAKE

(SA Rare Bird News).

Up to three, Muzi Pan, 28 November-19 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News) and 14 February 2021, 

ABOVE: Lesser Moorhen, Karkloof, 

4 February 2021

Crystelle Wilson

LESSER MOORHEN

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 26 October 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – eastern shores, 

One, Mtunzini, 23 December 2020 

One, Karkloof Conservation Centre, 9-12 January 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Port Edward, 11 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News), 6 (SA Rare Bird News),

12 (Hugo Voigts) and 17 (Lia Steen) January 2021.

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

28 December 2020, 1 January and 11 February 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

7 November 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

GREAT SNIPE

13 December 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

National Rarity

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – western shores, 

National Rarity

One, Nibela Peninsula, 11 November 2020 

EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER

KZN Rarity

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT

KZN Rarity

Dominic Rollinson.

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 30 December 

2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Lake Sibaya, 28-30 December 2020, 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Harding, 6-8 November 2020, Zach 

Simpson and Tyron Dall.

Two, Nibela Peninsula, 1-21 December 

2020

PECTORAL SANDPIPER

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 12 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

GREEN SANDPIPER

Up to 12, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 25 October 2020 to 

CRAB PLOVER

(SA Rare Bird News).

National Rarity

National Rarity

CASPIAN PLOVER

One immature, St Lucia estuary, 30 October 2020, 

19 December 2020, Roger Hogg.

One, St Lucia, 2-5 January 2021 

24 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Makakatana Bay, St Lucia, 14 January 2021 

National Rarity

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 6-13 December 2020, 

Daryl Dell (SA Rare Bird News).

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

Jody de Bruyn and Ian Ferreira.

One, near Hella Hella, Umkomaas Valley, 
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Marco Francini.

(SA Rare Bird News).

David Allan.

One, Umdloti River mouth, 2 February 2021, 
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stNational Rarity – 1  South African record

One, uMngeni River estuary, 1 November 2020, 

Ian Macdonald and Roy Woodley.
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KZN Rarity

One, Umhlanga Rocks, 3 December 2020 

One, Durban bay, 28 January - 11 February 2021, 

One, offshore Durban, 30 January 2021, Niall Perrins 

and others.

David Hoddinott and others.

GULL-BILLED TERN

One, Nibela Peninsula, 11-21 December 2020 to 

13 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Maphelane, 8 February 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

WHITE-CHEEKED TERN

National Rarity
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and others. 
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Back to contentsBack to contents



12 13

One, Bluff, Durban, 30 January 2021, Rowan Bartlett.

One, Hluhluwe, 30 December 2020 

One, Richard's Bay, 31 December 2020 

One, Mtunzini, 17 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

19 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, near Salt Rock, 8 January 2021 

One, Mtunzini, 7 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, offshore Durban, 30 January 2021, Niall Perrins 

and others.

3 February 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, Zululand, 

26 January 2021, Juan Acevedo Azula.

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – Western Shores, 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Tinley Manor, 30 January 2021, 

Mike O’Donaghue.

One, Pinetown, 5 February 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).

Two, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – Eastern Shores, 

National Rarity

10 October 2020 to 8 January 2021 

RED-FOOTED BOOBY

One, Gingindlovu, 9 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – Western Shores, 

DWARF BITTERN

KZN Rarity

One, Bisley Valley Nature Reserve, 23 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Two, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 2 January 2021 

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 16 December 2020 

to 1 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Bayete, Zululand, 15 January 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

ABDIM’S STORK 

KZN Rarity

One, Richard's Bay, 29-30 September 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Hugh Chittenden and Jaap le Grange.

One, Mtunzini, 9-10 October 2020, Di Fahn, 

One, Mtubatuba, 10 October 2020, Ian Gordon.

Two, Umgeni Valley Nature Reserve, 22 October 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).Back to contents

SOOTY TERN 

National Rarity

One, Bayala, Zululand, 30 January 2021

One, Kosi Bay, 16 February 2021, 

One, St Lucia, 2 November 2020 to 14 February 2021, 

Caroline Fox and others.

Rene Smith-Liebenberg.

LESSER NODDY

National Rarity

One, offshore of Cape Vidal, 29 December 2020, 

STEPPE EAGLE

One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 13 December 2020 

HOODED VULTURE

One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park – Eastern Shores, 

KZN Rarity

Several, Pongola Nature Reserve, 13 February 2021, 

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 9 February 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

Colin Summersgill.

DARK CHANTING GOSHAWK

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 24 January 2021, 

KZN Rarity

National Rarity

Bart Fokkens.

WESTERN MARSH HARRIER

Hugo Voigts.

KZN Rarity

Two, Pongola Nature Reserve, 13-14 February 2021, 

Hennie and Decklan Jordaan, Zach Simpson 

17 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

Two, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 7-12 December 2020

MONTAGU’S HARRIER

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 17 January 2021, 

and Bart Fokkens.

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 17 January 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

KZN Rarity

Tinus Cronje.

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 15 October 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE

Two, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 4 November to 

KZN Rarity

One, Cumberland Nature Reserve, 24 October and 

2 November 2020, Gareth Preiss.

One, Hilton, 21 November 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Howick, 12 November 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Hluhluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve, 

25 November 2020, Quinton Josop.

Up to two, Albert Falls, 29 October, 18 November and 

5 December 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

Up to twelve, Wartburg, 30 November 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

4 December 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, near Hella Hella, Umkomaas Valley, 

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Cedara, 8 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Teza, Zululand, 8-17 January 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Up to four, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

19 December 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Wartburg, 27 December 2020 and 18 January 2021 

4-17 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Kloof, Durban, 26 December 2020 

One, Ashburton, 23 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Bonamanzi, 26 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Teza, Zululand, 4 December 2020 

AYRES’S HAWK EAGLE 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Pietermaritzburg, 25 October 2020 

One, Pietermaritzburg, 15 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Hilton Thomson.

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Kloof, Durban, 15 December 2020, Tristan Silver.

One immature, Westville, early October 2020, 

Two, Manguzi Forest, 19 December 2020, 

KZN Rarity

One, Bluff, Durban, 12 and 17 December 2020, 

One, Richard's Bay, 20 December 2020 

One, Richard's Bay, 2 November 2020, Georg Jacobs.

One, Pinetown, 30 November 2020 

Jane Morris and Mike Roseblade.

(SA Rare Bird News).

Rowan Bartlett.

Three, Ndumo Game Reserve, 20 December 2020, 

Hilton Thomson.

(SA Rare Bird News).

Adam Riley and others. 

One, Kwambonambi, 3-4 December 2020 

Two, offshore Durban, 24 October 2020, Clive Curtis.

One, offshore Durban, 18 October 2020, Calvin Harris.

Up to 12, offshore Durban, 30 September 2020, 

One, Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve,13 February 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News)

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

One, near Ladysmith, 10-16 October 2020, Hilton Lee.

National Rarity

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 1 January 2021 

KNYSNA WARBLER

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Giba Gorge, Mariannhill, 8 November 2020 

BARAU’S PETREL

(SA Rare Bird News).

DUSKY LARK

Jonathan Stephens.

Two, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

PEARL-BREASTED SWALLOW

26-30 December 2020.

One, offshore Durban, 12 December 2020, 

CRIMSON-BREASTED SHRIKE

KZN Rarity

One, offshore Durban, 14 November 2020 

WEDGE-TAILED SHEARWATER

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Pongola Nature Reserve, 13 February 2021, 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 30 December 2020 

Zach Simpson.

WHITE-BROWED SPARROW-WEAVER

One, Bayala Private Safari Lodge, 22 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

RED-HEADED WEAVER

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 4 October 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).
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(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Cedara, 8 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Teza, Zululand, 8-17 January 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Up to four, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

19 December 2020 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Wartburg, 27 December 2020 and 18 January 2021 

4-17 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Kloof, Durban, 26 December 2020 

One, Ashburton, 23 January 2021 (SA Rare Bird News).

One, Bonamanzi, 26 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Teza, Zululand, 4 December 2020 

AYRES’S HAWK EAGLE 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Pietermaritzburg, 25 October 2020 

One, Pietermaritzburg, 15 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Hilton Thomson.

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Kloof, Durban, 15 December 2020, Tristan Silver.

One immature, Westville, early October 2020, 

Two, Manguzi Forest, 19 December 2020, 

KZN Rarity

One, Bluff, Durban, 12 and 17 December 2020, 

One, Richard's Bay, 20 December 2020 

One, Richard's Bay, 2 November 2020, Georg Jacobs.

One, Pinetown, 30 November 2020 

Jane Morris and Mike Roseblade.

(SA Rare Bird News).

Rowan Bartlett.

Three, Ndumo Game Reserve, 20 December 2020, 

Hilton Thomson.

(SA Rare Bird News).

Adam Riley and others. 

One, Kwambonambi, 3-4 December 2020 

Two, offshore Durban, 24 October 2020, Clive Curtis.

One, offshore Durban, 18 October 2020, Calvin Harris.

Up to 12, offshore Durban, 30 September 2020, 

One, Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve,13 February 2021 

(SA Rare Bird News)

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

One, near Ladysmith, 10-16 October 2020, Hilton Lee.

National Rarity

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 1 January 2021 

KNYSNA WARBLER

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Giba Gorge, Mariannhill, 8 November 2020 

BARAU’S PETREL

(SA Rare Bird News).

DUSKY LARK

Jonathan Stephens.

Two, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

PEARL-BREASTED SWALLOW

26-30 December 2020.

One, offshore Durban, 12 December 2020, 

CRIMSON-BREASTED SHRIKE

KZN Rarity

One, offshore Durban, 14 November 2020 

WEDGE-TAILED SHEARWATER

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Pongola Nature Reserve, 13 February 2021, 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 30 December 2020 

Zach Simpson.

WHITE-BROWED SPARROW-WEAVER

One, Bayala Private Safari Lodge, 22 December 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).

RED-HEADED WEAVER

KZN Rarity

KZN Rarity

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 4 October 2020 

(SA Rare Bird News).
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National Rarity

1-6 December 2020 Kyle Naude.

GOLDEN PIPIT

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

Caveat: the sightings recorded here have been submitted 

directly to me or have been posted on the SABirdNet or 

SA Rare Bird News and have not been vetted by any 

59 Edmonds Road

DURBAN 4001

031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302

e-mail: sdavis@smri.org

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder

rarities committee for validation unless otherwise noted. 

As such, the information presented here should be used 

with due consideration. 

KZN Rarities Accepted
The following KZN records have been accepted by the committee since the July 2020 Honorary 
Recorder’s Report.

CLUB NEWS AND CHAIRS’ CHIRPS

BLPN’s vision is to be a dynamic and fun club, 

in a sustainable manner to all peoples.

DESPITE the restrictions of the pandemic, BirdLife Port Natal seems to be busier, more involved and chattier than ever. 

Bird clubs are an important part of and have a vital role to play in civil society, hence the quote which I led with in this chirp. 

Civil society includes an array of different causes, groups, unions and NGOs, and the breakdown and loss of many of these 

for a number of complicated reasons can mean significant threats to the survival of not only of the clubs themselves, but the 

causes and work that they do in their focus areas. 

The recent exciting sighting of a White-

cheeked Tern at the uMdloti Estuary, while 

being a great birding opportunity close by, also 

had me pondering the number of birders from 

the Durban area who turned up to take 

advantage of this megatick. While many were 

club members, at least half, if not more, were 

not and I was left wondering if they knew how 

much being a part of a local club is about keep a 

thriving civil society going. Not only would 

some of these people provide benefits to new 

birders by sharing their experience and 

knowledge and vice versa, but it also means 

they become a voice for birds through their 

membership of a formal, longstanding 

association. I have been quite distressed in 

recent weeks to have had a few overdue 

members indicate that they did not wish to renew because “they were not getting value for money”. This puts me in mind of 

JFK’s famous lines from his inaugural address (with apologies for the paraphrasing) “do not only ask what your bird club 

can do for you – ask also what you can do for your club”. It is notable that our membership includes not only members from 

the local municipal area but from adjacent municipalities, further afield in Zululand, Gauteng and even the UK. 

There were two resignations from the committee, Virginia Cameron and Ben von Wielligh. The club thanks them 

sincerely for being willing to volunteer and give of their time. In particular, Virginia is acknowledged as she has served on 

the committee for a number of years, which include two consecutive stints from 2012-2015 and again from 2018-2020. 

The loss of portfolio committee members to assist the office bearers meant the committee decided to co-opt a willing 

member. Prof Ticky Forbes bravely stepped up to fill one of these gaps and to formalise the substantial work he was already 

doing to assist Nicky in her work for the club. Ticky will assist with the conservation and atlassing portfolio in an acting 

position only until the AGM in March 2021. Members are urged to volunteer for stints on the committee or nominate 

someone who would be able to assist the committee particularly with newspaper liaison and short articles and social media 

posting and management. 

with more transparency and accountability. 

This creates a tangible impact on the lives of everyday citizens.

Where civil society thrives, governing structures operate 

– Ben Rhodes

Committee comings and going

Committee activities

The committee held a strategic meeting in November last year and participated in various think-tank sessions to develop 

the club’s vision and mission statement as well as discuss a wide variety of items to plan and set the club’s direction over the 

next five years. A report will be released on the details of this session to the club members as part of the chair’s annual 

report. Perhaps the leading item relevant to mention here is that we set our vision statement for the club as follows:  

inspiring a love of birds and enhancing their habitats, 

BirdLife
PORT NATAL

ABOVE: White-cheeked Tern, uMdloti Estuary

Nicolette Forbes

Back to contents

mailto:sdavis@smri.org


14 15

Back to contents

National Rarity

1-6 December 2020 Kyle Naude.

GOLDEN PIPIT

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

Caveat: the sightings recorded here have been submitted 

directly to me or have been posted on the SABirdNet or 

SA Rare Bird News and have not been vetted by any 

59 Edmonds Road

DURBAN 4001

031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302

e-mail: sdavis@smri.org

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder

rarities committee for validation unless otherwise noted. 

As such, the information presented here should be used 

with due consideration. 

KZN Rarities Accepted
The following KZN records have been accepted by the committee since the July 2020 Honorary 
Recorder’s Report.

CLUB NEWS AND CHAIRS’ CHIRPS

BLPN’s vision is to be a dynamic and fun club, 

in a sustainable manner to all peoples.

DESPITE the restrictions of the pandemic, BirdLife Port Natal seems to be busier, more involved and chattier than ever. 

Bird clubs are an important part of and have a vital role to play in civil society, hence the quote which I led with in this chirp. 

Civil society includes an array of different causes, groups, unions and NGOs, and the breakdown and loss of many of these 

for a number of complicated reasons can mean significant threats to the survival of not only of the clubs themselves, but the 

causes and work that they do in their focus areas. 

The recent exciting sighting of a White-

cheeked Tern at the uMdloti Estuary, while 

being a great birding opportunity close by, also 

had me pondering the number of birders from 

the Durban area who turned up to take 

advantage of this megatick. While many were 

club members, at least half, if not more, were 

not and I was left wondering if they knew how 

much being a part of a local club is about keep a 

thriving civil society going. Not only would 

some of these people provide benefits to new 

birders by sharing their experience and 

knowledge and vice versa, but it also means 

they become a voice for birds through their 

membership of a formal, longstanding 

association. I have been quite distressed in 

recent weeks to have had a few overdue 

members indicate that they did not wish to renew because “they were not getting value for money”. This puts me in mind of 

JFK’s famous lines from his inaugural address (with apologies for the paraphrasing) “do not only ask what your bird club 

can do for you – ask also what you can do for your club”. It is notable that our membership includes not only members from 

the local municipal area but from adjacent municipalities, further afield in Zululand, Gauteng and even the UK. 

There were two resignations from the committee, Virginia Cameron and Ben von Wielligh. The club thanks them 

sincerely for being willing to volunteer and give of their time. In particular, Virginia is acknowledged as she has served on 

the committee for a number of years, which include two consecutive stints from 2012-2015 and again from 2018-2020. 

The loss of portfolio committee members to assist the office bearers meant the committee decided to co-opt a willing 

member. Prof Ticky Forbes bravely stepped up to fill one of these gaps and to formalise the substantial work he was already 

doing to assist Nicky in her work for the club. Ticky will assist with the conservation and atlassing portfolio in an acting 

position only until the AGM in March 2021. Members are urged to volunteer for stints on the committee or nominate 

someone who would be able to assist the committee particularly with newspaper liaison and short articles and social media 

posting and management. 

with more transparency and accountability. 

This creates a tangible impact on the lives of everyday citizens.

Where civil society thrives, governing structures operate 

– Ben Rhodes

Committee comings and going

Committee activities

The committee held a strategic meeting in November last year and participated in various think-tank sessions to develop 

the club’s vision and mission statement as well as discuss a wide variety of items to plan and set the club’s direction over the 

next five years. A report will be released on the details of this session to the club members as part of the chair’s annual 

report. Perhaps the leading item relevant to mention here is that we set our vision statement for the club as follows:  

inspiring a love of birds and enhancing their habitats, 

BirdLife
PORT NATAL

ABOVE: White-cheeked Tern, uMdloti Estuary

Nicolette Forbes

Back to contents



16 17

One first for BLKZNM was a digital committee meeting via the Zoom platform. On 20 March we will be holding our 

AGM at Amber Valley in Howick. An important point on the agenda at the last committee meeting was again the 

disbursement of surplus funds. BLKZNM will be disbursing funds to SABAP2, BLSA Community Guides, a tracking unit 

for Ground Hornbills and we will continue to support bird ringer training within the Midlands.

MAINTAINING club activities as lockdown continues with ups and down has 

been challenging. I think most of us are quite weary of the challenges 

presented by Covid-19 and cannot wait for a return to more normal times, 

which I see some experts only expect by the end of 2022.

Sean Glynn, who organises indoor talks, had a full 

schedule of monthly evening talks lined up, but with the 

restrictions in place, we have been unable to present them. 

Luckily, we have been able to fall back on the very well-

produced BLSA Tuesday evening Conservation 

Conversations. Eve Hughes also had a full line up of outings 

many of which we have been able to enjoy, barring an 

interruption over the festive season’s harder lockdown. Peter 

Divall and Eve Hughes oversaw the completion of the CAR 

and CWAC counts, respectively, that the BLKZNM 

normally do. Rosemary Forrester does great work with 

gathering material, editing and producing the BLKZNM 

newsletter. Karin Nelson and Brent Coverdale cover the 

conservation portfolio. Viv O’Neill continues to do sterling 

work as treasurer and has, despite lockdown, been kept quite 

busy. Pam Nicol keeps tabs on membership. Sally Cumming 

continues to be the glue that holds the committee together 

with her efficient keeping of minutes, communication and 

generally ensuring that everything happens when it should.

Colin Summersgill
060 827 3785

The committee has disbursed funds over the last year, in 

no particular order, to SABAP2, Mousefree Marion, BLSA Community Guides, BLSA tracking devices and Bisley 

fencing and hide repair.

Club name change

While walks resumed last year in October 2020 after the COVID-19 restriction lockdown hiatus, these were cancelled 

again from the beginning of January through to February 2021.  The club is pleased to announce that walks and outdoor 

activities will again resume on 1 March 2021 with appropriate Covid protocols in place.  The activity calendar is included 

in this publication for the second quarter, and all activities are listed on our website at . A number of www.blpn.org

interesting activities are planned for March, with visits to Priscilla Vale Farm and a new atlassing destination to 

supplement the online events aimed at learning about birds. 

Online platform

One of the items arising from the strategic meeting was to revisit a possible change of the club’s name. This was on the 

agenda at the request of some members. A survey revealed that 60% of the members that responded were in favour of a 

name change. This has been debated within the club twice. The committee has called for members to suggest new names 

and this will be voted on at the AGM.

While outdoor activities have been suspended, the BLPN Zoom platform has been very successful at bringing members 

together for various types of interactions. These involved differently branded activities such as monthly meetings paired 

with Bird Talks!, which are presentations by guest speakers, Bird Learn and Bird Atlas, which covers atlassing techniques 

and protocols and identification tips and tricks for common and rare species, including confusing pairs and LBJs, as well 

as Bird Journal, which provides detailed sessions on recording what you see, feel and hear.

Vision statements are dynamic things that can and should change to reflect the principles and values of the club, and we 

welcome any input to this one at the AGM in March 2021.

Outdoor activities resume!

A brand-new event will be launched on 13 March 2021, so look out for this.

As we move carefully forward into 2021, my personal 

hope is that some of the re-evaluation, which seems to have 

taken place during the pandemic, has made some of the civil 

society sectors, including bird clubs, more, rather than less 

relevant.

Nicolette Forbes

Below please find the provisional diary for the period 

April to June.  This is dependent on Covid-19 restrictions and all outdoor activities will be subject to relevant protocols at 

the time.  Please keep an eye on the website, and emails for pop-up events that may appear from time to time.

April

Sunday 11 –  KwaXimba with Dave Rimmer

Wednesday 14 –  Zoom presentation with Carina Pienaar from BLSA Ingula / Bald Ibis

The Swarovski Optic/BLPN Birds are Wild! photographic competition deadline for photo entry submission on 31 

January 2021 brought this event to a close. More on this in the next chirp when judging has taken place and finalists 

chosen.

Saturday 17 –  Leader training program with activities team

The theme of the 2022 calendar has been chosen, and the planning and design are already underway. Watch for more 

news on this from the club via emails, social media and the press.

Saturday 10 – Iphithi Nature Reserve with Penny de Vries

New members continue to join the club through the new online application portal . Why not www.blpn.org/online-form

join us even if you are outside the eThekwini Municipal boundary? A number of our members belong to two or more clubs 

– this gives you a wide choice of events to join, especially with online functions becoming more mainstream. 

Membership and events

082 451 8078

BLPN 2022 calendar

The club has also launched a new event to run the whole of 2021 – the BLPN Colour Me Green eThekwini Atlas 

Challenge which will focus on increasing the data provided for conservation via the SABAP2 programme. Much more 

detail on this at .  www.blpn.org/cmg21

ndBLPN Birding Diary 2  Quarter 2021

Photo: Colin Summersgill

ABOVE: Blue Swallow, February 2021 at Roselands 
Nature Reserve. If anyone is interested in seeing 

these birds, contact Nathan Bam on 063 697 7225
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Sunday 25 –  Darvill Sewage Works with Rowan Bartlett

Thursday 22 – Memorial Park sit-in with Jenny Norman

Thursday 29 –  Nature Journaling online with Cati Vawda

May

Saturday 1 –  Pigeon Valley with Rowan Bartlett

Tuesday 4 – North Park sit-in with Jane Morris

Sunday 16 –  Umlalazi Nature Reserve with Penny de Vries

 Wednesday 2– Stainbank with Rowan Bartlett

Saturday 29 –  Nature Journaling online with Cati Vawda

Saturday 5 – New Germany with Elena Russel

Weekend away 8- 9 May –  Cape Parrot count (no leader as yet)

June

Thursday 24 – Nature Journaling online with Cati Vawda

Wednesday 12 –  Zoom presentation with Steve Woodhall, Butterfly Equivalents of Birds

Sunday 27 – Simbithi Eco Estate with Mike O’Donoghue

Tuesday 15 – Pigeon Valley sit-in with Jenny Norman

Wednesday 9 – Zoom presentation with Duncan Butchart Gardening for Birds and other Biodiversity

KZN MIDLANDS
BirdLife
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